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tant Nations. As the Soul, ani- 
mating the natural Body, makes all 
che Members of it uſcful to cach 
other, in Subſervience to its Main- 
tenance and more comfortable Sub- 

ſiſtance: ſo Trade, in the Body Po- 

litick, makes the ſeveral Parts of it contribute to tho 
well-being of the whole, and alſo to the more com- 
fortable = agreeable Living of every Member of the 
munity, Every Nation, every Climate from the 
Equinox almoſt to the very Poles, may partake of 
the Produce of all the reft, by means of a friendly 
e and mutual e what each has to 


deren and Affection the moſt dife * f 
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ſpare. Thus every one may enjoy more or leſs of 
L the Productions of different. Countries, according to 
the Application and Induſtry he uſes to obtain them. 
WEraATEVER ill and miſtaken Uſe may be made 
of it by many in the World, it ſeems to be the De- 
fire of all Men, to live-in Affluence and Proſperity, 
and to have it in their Power to do Acts of Kind- 
neſs, Goodneſs and Mercy: Nor is it prohibited by 
any Precept of true Religion either natural or re- 
veald. A Deſire to gratify our ſeveral Appetites 
and Inclinations, When we may do it without Harm 
to our ſelves or others, to enjoy our Friends with 
Pleaſure in this Life, and to leave thoſe of our Chil- 
dn and who ſurvive us, in a Capacity Of 
doi the ſame after us, is inherent in dur Nate, 
anl. Perfectly agrecable to the Ends we were made 
for by our good and wiſe Creator. 
Fon the Pleaſure we take in our Neighbour's 
Proſperity, when we are not blinded by Prejudice 
or miſtaken Views of Intereſt; we axe lech to relieve 
them from the Inconvenicneics and Apprehenſions of 
Want, and to deſire the Increaſe of their Happineſs. 
This ought to extend to all Mankind: But more 


Amen e by, Reaſon of the Diviſions, Animof- 
iſtractions which are now in the World, 


ties and D 1 1 
to ſuch as are more cloſely link d to us for our mu- 
ual Advantage; to thoſe who unite with us and aſ- 
aft us in the ſupport of our Intereſt, in the Defence 
of our Lives and Properties, by forming a Society 
uuder an eſtabliſh'd Government and Laws. 
II is then every Man's Duty, more immediately 
to promote the Happineſs of the Nation wherein he 
lives, and by fuch Means as are honeſt and lawful to 
encreaſe its Power and Wealth, that it may be the 
better able to defend its People from Violence, to 
redreſs Injuries, to puniſn Crimes, to protect the 
Oppreſſed, and relieve ſuch as are in Want and = G 
t * treis. 


W 
treſs, This cannot be done without Induſtry, and 
the Produce of ſuch Induſtry will be but poor and 
mean, and its Uſefulneſs of yery narrow Extent, if 
it be not improved by the well-order'd Affiſtance of 
many Heads and Hands in contriving and execating; 
and if theſe Fruits of human Labour and Induftry 
be not diſpers'd over the World by the Means d 
'Traitick and Commerce. It ought therefore more 
or leſs to be the Care of every Man, according to 
the Station he is placed in, to promote ſo general a 
Good to his Country, as the Trade and Commerce 
of it. A flouriſhing Trade gives Encouragement to 
the Induftrious ; employs the Poor; encreaſes the 
| Wealth and Power of the Nation; puts it in the 
Power of every prudent and induſtrious Man in 
it, to enjoy more of the innocent Pleaſures of Lite, 
than he otherwiſe would, and in greater Perfection; 
e- him to do more Actions of Kindnefs and 
Charity both in his own and foreign Nations; and 
by theſe Means, greatly promotes the general Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. Ar WE 

Is LANpDsS, upon a double Account, are oblige 
to be careful of their Commerce and Navigation, 
without Navigation, they are cut off trom-the-reſt 
of the World: And Ships and Sailors to navigate 
them, cannot be maintained without Trade to Em- 
2 them. Without a ſaperior Fleet to'repel their 

nemies, they are alſo liable to be attack'd by their 
more powerful Neighbours, and are continually ex- 
Dofſed to the Ravages and Depredations of their 

leets. | | ” + 

As this is the Caſe of Great-Britain and Ireland, 
whoſe Intereſts are inſeparable; It 1s to be hoped, 
that whoever endeavours to promote the Trade of 
any Part of them; or makes any Obſervations upon 
it, that may occaſion its being more cloſely and uſe- 
fully examin'd by others, will be tavourably receiv'd 
by the Publick, | 
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Trays ſeen but little as yet Written upon the 
Trade and Improvements of Laland by which the 
Publick may come to know how our Trade ſtands 
with Great-Britain and the Plantations, as alſo with 
the ſeveral forcign Countries with which we trade: 
And thinking it might be of ſome Advantage to m 
Country, I have attempted to ſtate our Trade wit 
Particularity and Exactneſs, and to make ſome Ob- 
ſervations upon it as it now ſtands; that I might af- 
terwards upon that Foundation propoſe what oc- 
curs to me, as of Advantage to Ireland, and that 
may contribute to reſtore the Ballance which is now 
vifibly againſt us. 7 
Wir this View, whilſt in the Committee of 
„Trade, I carefully look'd over the Ledgers in the 
* Cuſtom-Houſe, and took Extracts from them for 
ſeyen or eight Vears, of the moſt material Imports, 
| 
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and all the Exports; in order to form proper Cal- 
| *culations upon them, and to ſet our Trade in a full 
and fair Light; that the Publick may not be impos'd 
upon, but that every Perſon may uſe his own Under- 
* FManding in obſerving the State of the Kingdom, and 
contributing to its Welfare and Proſperity. 
To give a more general View of our Trade, I 
Mall firſt lay down tome general Abſtracts of our 
Exports and Imports, and ſhew how the Ballance 
| has ſtood. for ſeveral Years paſt; I will atterwards 
* conſider them particularly, according to their moſt 
material Articles, and ſtate them ſeparately ; as alſo 
& according to the ſeveral Countries we trade to, as 
they arc diſtinguiſh'd in the Cuſtom-Houſe Books; 
| and as I proceed make ſome Obſervations on each of 
| 
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AnsTXACTS of Exports, Imports, and Ballance 
for ſeveral Years, each ending at Chriftmas. _ 


- —__—_—_ 1 * * 


- Years. Exports. Imports. Ballance. 3 ; 
6 | lance. 
J. 1 J. | 'S : | "A | 
1681 582814 433040 | 49974 | - 1:16 
1695 | 295592 } 391524 | | 95932 
1696 | 398237 | 334963 | 62274 
1697 | 525004 | 423182 101822 
1698 | 996305 | 576863 | 419442 | 


—_— 


Ir is probable that our Exports, from the Refto- 
ration of King Charles the IId, to 1688, did not ex» 
ceed 600000 J. per Ann. which upon the Prohibition 
then laid upon our exporting Cattle and Sheep alive 
into England, chiefly confiited of Wooll, and the 
Produce of our Cattle. 
Year 1695, three Years after the Reduction of Ire- 
Jand, we could have little or no Trade, until the 


Country began to be at Peace, and our Stock of Cate * 


tle and Sheep, which had been neglected and de- 
ſtroy'd in thoſe Confuſions, were again increaſed up- 


on the waſte Lands. Hence it was that our Imports 
that Year, exceeded our Exports 959324. Which 


| ſeems to have been a conſiderable Drain upon us 
and much increas'd by our Imports in the Time o 
the Reduction of Ireland. But if it be conſider d 


that the Army employ'd here, in our favour, was 


paid by England, and the Iriſh Army by France; it 


may be eaſily conceived, that there was a conſtant 
| Influx of Money without Trade, until the Armies 


From that Time to the. 
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were withdrawn, and the Eſtabliſhment was paid by * 
the Revenue of the Kingdom: It was that alone on 
cou'd pay the Ballance of our Imports and other E. 
Draughts upon us in 16939. de 
Ir 11 be obſerv'd that our 1 increas'd in 1 of 
1696, 1697, and 1698; but our Imports did not 5 
riſe in Proportion, which occaſion'd the Ballance in | 
our Favour, in 1698, (being greater than ever it . 
= was in Ireland, except in 1715.) This Annual In- . 
cereaſe was occaſion'd by our falling into the Wool- . 
len Manufacture; the French Refugeec, who ſettled St 
with us, at the {ame time laying the Foundation of be 
the Linnen Manufacture; And it being alſo the ſuc- tu 
ceeding Year to the Peace of Re/wyck, Europe began = 
to breath after a heavy War, and Trade to revive, N 
which occaſioned a brisker Demand for Ir; Proviſi- to 
ons. But upon checking the Export of our Wool- ly 
len Manufacture to foreign Kingdoms, and by laying ab 
on heavy Duties upon its being Exported to Eng- Ju 
land, in 1699 and 1700, equivalent to a Prohibiti- th 
on; moſt of thoſe, who were imbark'd in it, were be 
laid under a Neceſſity of removing elſewhere; and = 
being piqued at the Difficulties they were laid under, | * 
many of the Proteſtants remov'd into Germany, and q 
ſettled in the Proteſtant States there, who received ke 
them with open Arms. Several Papiſts at the ſame de 
time remov'd into the Northern Parts of Spain, fi 
where they laid the Foundation of a Manufacture > 
highly prejudicial to Exglund. Many alſo of the = - 
Proteftants who were imbark'd with Papiſts in the + 
+ Woollen Manufacture, remov'd into France, and ſets be 
tled in Roan and other Parts. Notwithſtanding — 


Lewis the XIVth had repealed the Edict of Nantz, 
and forced abroad the French Proteſtants into diffe- 
rent Parts of Europe, yet theſe were kindly received 


by him, had great Encouragement given to them, 
and were protected in their Religion. From theſe 
EF Beginnings they have in many Branches ſo much im- 

| | prov'd 


flaſt. For had they then allow'd us to manufacture 


prov d the Woollen Manufactures of France, as not 
only to fupply themſel ves, but even to vye with the YG 
Engliſh in Foreign Markets; and by their Correſpon- 1 
dence, they have laid the Foundation for the running Ml 
of Wooll thither both from England and Clans 13 
highly to the Prejudice of Britain; which pertiicious' WY 
Practice is ſtill carry'd en, in ſpite of all the Care 
and Precautions made Uſe of to diſtountenance and 
prevent it. Thus a Check is put to the Sale of our 
Wool n NManufactures abroad, which would have 
given fn Employment to all the induſtrious Poor + Y 
both of Britain, and Ireland, . bad not our M oil 
turers been forced away into France, Spain and Ger- 
many, where they are now {6 improv'd, as it great YG 
Meaſure to fapply themſelves with many Sorts they . _ 
formerly had from England. The French particulars -.. # 

ly are ſupplanting Britain in 2 the Markets 
abroad; and upon the whole, thoſe Nations may be 
juſtly ſaid to have depriv'd Britain of Millions, fince _ 
that Time, inſtead of the Thouſands Ireland might 


- 


ſſibly have made: which Gain, whatever it: had 4 
en, muſt neceſſarily have center'd in England at 


our Woolls, and confin'd us to the Exgliſ Mar- 
kets; it is not to be imagin'd we could have un- 

derſold the Manufacturers there, by having Prov. 
ſions cheaper, conſidering Carriage, Commiſſien, 
Freight, &c. fince it is obſervable in our greife 
Towns, where thoſe Manufactures muſt have been 
carry'd on, our Proviſions for ſeveral Years have 7 
been dearer than in the Manufacturing Towns” ae. 
Counties in England. wp =] 
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© Br theſe" AbftraQts may be obſerv'd the graduat | 


riſe of our Exports from 17 10 to 1716 : from which 


to 1724; and have ſince abated to.1727. 
Oos Imports radually roſe from 1719 to 1713s 


then abated a little but were very high the Year fol- 


ling, then gradually abated to 1717; when they roſe 
4 te then fell until 1720; thence they increaſed to 
1723, fell in 1724, and have riſen conſiderably fince, 


tho the Exports abated; and in 1726 they were 
higher than they ever were before in Ireland. The 


Ballance being the difference between the Exports 

and Imports, muſt neceſſarily attend their uncertain | 

and irregular riſing and falling. DO. 
Tux Cauſes of theſe irregular ſtartings and flut- 


terings in our Trade, I take to be theſe. The Lin- 


nen Manufacture has been generally ſpeaking an in- 
creaſing Export; and tho” ſome Years it abated a 
little, upon Account of bad Markets Abroad, or by 


the failing of our Seed at Home, and bad Seed im- 


ported from Abroad; yet generally in the ſucceed» 


ing Years, it increaſed with double Force: it is ow= 


ing to that ſolely, that our Exports have dimi- 
niſh'd ſo.Jittle in bad Seaſons, have been gene» 
rally much at a ſtand; tho* from bad Crops, and 


late Harveſts, we have made conſiderable Demands 


g 
en 


abroad for Grain, to ſuppl our Markets. . 
I'T was the Peace eſta it'd throughout Europe al- 
ter a long and expenſive War, that made the. Mar- 
kets quick and high every where in 1714 and 1715. 
There ſeem'd'to be a new Force given to the Circy= 
lation of Trade, after ſo long a Stagnation. This 
occaſion'd a great Demand for our Proviſions, rais c 
our Markets, and made our Exports ſo large. This 
riſe and demand made us over-{laughter our Cattle, 
and conſequently diminiſh our Stock; which. with 


the Fall of Markets, by being glutted . Abroad, 
leſſen d our Exports the 3 Years. At the 


ſame 
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me Time the Goods we | d were rais'd a- 
toad: Wine being 


rais'd in France from 20 to 361. 
per Tun, and oth 1 in Proportion: This in⸗ 
treas'A the Value of our Imports thoſe Years. The 
ſucceeding Diſturbances by the Rebellion in Grea- 1 
| Britain 8. Confuſions in France upon calling in 
and new coining their Money, 3 raiſing their 
Coin, the Miſiſipi Bubble in brane and South Sea 
in 156 770 were plainly the Reaſons of the conſi- 
derable Fall in our Exports to 1722, by the breaking 
df Metchants, and Fall of Markets every where up- 
vn it. Our Exports roſe gradually again to 1724; 
which was occaſion'd by two: good , * but 
— that of 1723. Since that Time by bad 
Larveſts and increaſing Luxury, our Exports have 
Aiminiſh d a little every Year, and our Imports have 
| Thicteas'd to that Degree, as to have a Contra-Bal- 
| tice in 1726 of 12187: 1: ot but I muſt obſerve that 
Part of this Increaſe was occalion'd by our Mer- 
chants having Stock upon Hand of French Wines in 
the Hle of Man, which upon ſuppreſſing their 
Clandeſtine Trade, they were oblig'd to import in 
greater Quantities than formerly. 1 : 
Tu vs ſtands our general Ballance in the Cuſtom- 
| Houſe Books. But before I give this as a juſt Eſti- 
mate of our Ballance upon the Produce of the King- 
dom and our Demand tor foreign Goods, for I can 
by no Means allow it to be the exact Ballance or Re- 
turn of Wealth to the Kingdom; I ſhall remark how 
it is enter d in the Cuſtom-Houſe Ledgers; and here 
J muſt do that Juſtice to the Examinators, Mr. 
Fouls and Mr. Lill, to ſay, they are 5 with the 
greateſt Care and Regularity poſſible. They have 


made it perfectly caſy to any one who looks into: 
them to ſee how our Trade is carried on, either 
in general, or with the ſeveral Nations with whom 
we trade; and every Branch may be examin'd with 


14 


the greateſt Eaſe and Diſpatch. 


I x frrikin . Ballin, they have conſidet'd 
the Price of our Exports ad Im ports without an 
regard to Frai bt, & r the Metchone's Loſs of 129 — 

them; but have valued our Goods at the 
ate Medium they could by their ſtricteſt —— i 
find out, for the Year's Export, as they are here 
in our Markets, "They likewiſe — to find d out 
by Merchants and the beſt Informations the | 
== other Hands, what is the Medium V ue of oft | 
different Kinds of foreign Goods, as they are fold in 
the ſeveral Ports and Coutitries we have them from: 
and vary the Price according as they find them to riſe 
or fall Abroad: Which is the utmoſt — be expect 
They have alſo regular Entries of the Nu ror | 
Ships Lad Quantity of Tunnage, employed in an- 
nua bo carrying on our Trade; ' Specifying from what 
Ports in Treland, and how much Tunnage belon to 
each Nation: An Abſtract of this for two or res 
Years I give afterwards. But it is impracticable for 
them to give an Account of the Fra * in' d by 
each Nation's Ships that Trade here P. RY 
ſaild to, and the Goods they carry'd to each Pla 
No more than what is already mention'd, Fey be 
reaſonably expected from them, Tho this will e g 
fectually let us into the Increaſe and Decreafe of our 
Exports and Imports in the ſeveral Commodities 
2 Abroad, which are enter'd at each Port, and in 
ſuch as we have from Abroad which pay Duty, and 
are not imported by Stealth; yet that is all: and we 
may be pretty well aſſur d, that our Imports ex- 
ceed what are enter'd in their Books; we may even 
ive a tolerable Gueſs of what Kind of Goods the 
eturns are exact, and what not, by the Height of 
the Duty and Convenience cy of ſtealing them in, accord 
ing to their Bulk and Value. As for Inſtance, in 
Bone-Lace, Cambricks, Silks, Calicoes and Hollands. 
the Value and ſmall Bulk contribute to thefr deing 
cally imported by Stealth; as alſo Tobacco an 
B 2 Brandy 
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Achendiag that Bribes, Seizures, and cheap Sale, 


1 


TER] 
Brandy, tho' bulky, yet the high Duty, and their 
in danger of being ſpoil'd by the Carri- 
- will occaſion their being Run in upon us, not- 


generally eat away the whole Profit; and ſcarce one 


in an Age is known to have dy d rich of thoſe who 


x » 


have follow'd ſo pernicious a Trade. 


. Uyron the whole, we muſt Ballance Goods Im- 


ported by Stealth, with ſuch as are ſo Exported : 
For where Prohibitions, Difficulties, or high Duties 
are laid upon Goods Exported ; there are alſo Peo- 
plc who will export by Stealth, that would not im- 
port in that Manner; contenting themſelves with 
this Salvo, that the Crime is leſs in this Caſe than 
that of Importation, ſince it ſeems to be an Advan- 
tag to the Kingdom to export as much 2 
which, except in FAPorring ths Primums of Manu- 
factures, will employ more Hands at Home; where- 
as a too great Conſumption of foreign Goods and 
Manufactures is a certain Prejudice to the Kingdom: 

in this therefore we can be at no Certainty, but 

muſt Ballance the one with the other. Aist 

Tux next Thing to be conſider'd in ſtriking the 


Ballance, is the Profit or Loſs, Merchants have by 


our Goods Exported; whether they are Exported 
in foreign, or our own Ships; whether upon Com- 
miſſion or at Riſque of our Merchants. As to the 
firſt, we are ſure of the Imports, but not of the Ex- 
ports; Loſſes at Sea are not allow'd for: If either 
the Exports or Imports which are loſt belong to 
our Merchants, it is a National Loſs: If carr 4 on 
by Commiſſion or ſthip'd by Foreigners, then e 


is not concern'd in the Loſs. If they got ſafe to Port, 


and meet with a bad Market, our Iriſb Trade will 


ſeldom afford ſending them to another Port to try to 
better the Sale, but there they ſell either for Profit 


or Loſs as it happens; and then the Merchant makes 
up his Loſs by the Sale of what he imports in Re- 
| J | turn 


1 


turn; and the Conſumer at home muſt pay his Loſs: 
ſometimes Correſpondents Abroad break; Ships are 
arreſted, ſeiz d or confiſcated; theſe are heavy 
Charges upon Trade, yet we my reaſonably hope 
that the Freight at leaſt is ſav'd; otherwiſe Mer- 
chants would deal with ready Money, and ſend over 
Bills, as is too often done with our Trade with 
France. — | 
Tu vs in ſtriking our Ballance as done in the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, we are ſure if we err, it is on the 
right Side, and in regulating our Trade, by putti 
Difficulties upon the Conſumption of Waſting 
Luxurious Imports, and giving poppe Encourage= 
ment to increaſe our Exports, and to plant, and 
manufacture at home, that we may leſſen our Im- 
ports from abroad, we will find it reaſonable not to 
depend too much upon any farther Profit made up- 
on our Exports, but rather upon our Freight. 
If we contides this only in proportion to the Lun» 
nage of our own Shipping employ'd, which is at the 
Medium of 37453 Tuns in 181901, not much ex- 
ceeding; of our Exports, we will not find a | 
Sum to be added to the Profit as return'd by the 
Ballance in the Cuſtom-houſe Books. pt 
I wiLL here give an Abſtract of the Number of 
Ships employ'd for ſome Years to export and im- 
port the Goods and Commodities we deal in, with 


their Tunnage, viz. 


Years 


Den. big, Ne] Tuns 
44 _ gay. 8 
ILY walks 


nl 


'S 


bs = _ gs 


— 


— 


| 1714 3081 161115 | 52 +2 : 
3 % 


AA 7790 | We ö 118041 | 39 3 4 
TR 4 | $9414 47 «+ 
"I 35 ; 78 36 


594 | 75 + 
1 40. by 43 136 
1724 | 3829 | 170273 | 44 40 


Total. PETS « i by « 
"7 __ Medium. 3. 3488. 81901 y | 
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Ing: MUST here obſerve; my in the Year 1) 
Ferford was not return'd but taking the Tunnagę 
Year of 7400, as the Medium of the her Yrs, 
the Amount is as above. The Ships and Tun 
1724 is alſo imperfe&: Dingle, Rar a Drop 


Aa, and Killibeggs not being return'd | But allowing 
er 


Ren at the Returns appearing in ot Wett thy 

Number and 2 225 above; of which the 

Eugli 2175 Tunnage amounts to 96924, Scotch 17951, 
38513. 


Nee, Theſe are all Decimal Fractions beyond the 
Point, thoſe who don't underſtand them, may ſafes 
ly omit them, * being only is 8 or ,z& of an 


Unite. 


The 


Fiege 


ac een 
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The Tvunxact of different Nations in 1922 and 
1723 was as follows: 


4 4. 1 4 a » F av 


B 


ieee VuD AVE 


Q 


- > 1 


* 


In es. Tuns. jn 1723. Tuns. 
wy IE ——F 1 — LT 
2% | 218299 | 96440 
Scotch | 13355 1 19247 
Iriſh 33312 42136 
Damiſh 11201 | 9292 
Dutch 2444 3915 
French 2868 | 2751 
. Spaniſh 115 E. 205 
— —' 286594 |__| 173986 


By theſe may be ſeen the Proportion the ſeveral 
Nations around us bear to ours, in the Carriage and 
Freight of our Goods, and Imports; by which we 
May obſerve, a great Part of the Profit of our Trade 
goes away in Foreign and Britiſh Freight; and tis 
a ſtrong Preſumption much alfo by Commiltion. 

I rnoveur it would not be unacceptable alſo ta 
annex the Proportion of Ships and Tunnage in the 
ſeveral diſcharging Ports in Ireland: by which Means 
an Obſervation may be made, how our Trade at 
home ſtands among our ſelves, and what Proportion 
our trading Towns ſeverally have in our Exports 


and Imports, which for the Year 1723 ſtood thus, 


Baltimore 


Bakimore 
Belfaſt © 
Cal 
Cork | 
Dingle 288/Srrangford | 3 
Donaghadee| 53 2 — ord 176 | 7554 


U 


Dublin 1834 | 90% Wicklow 21] 79 
Drogheda | 185 47 15. Wexford = > 0 2 
Dundalk 232 | 4302|Ndughall 511 2153 
Gallway 46 | 228 — 


Killibeggs | 6 3551 | 474 | 20453 
Kinſale. 44 2214 3339 153533 


— — — 


3538 [1,53533/Total.—— 4012 [173986 


of 


Havins thus given a ſhort View of the Ship- 
ping and Tunnage employ d in our Trade; I ſhall 
next ſubdivide our Exports, and range them under 
their ſeveral Heads; viz. the Produce of Cattle and 
| Sheep, | of Grain, Fiſh, Linnen, Rape; others not 
reduceable to theſe Heads, as Iron, Wood, c. and 
Goods re- exported. Of each of theſe in their order. 
Firſt I will give an Abſtract of our Produce from 
our Grazing, making a Piſtinction betwixt Sheep and 
other Cattle, for eight Years ending Lady=Day 1727, 
and ſtrike Mediums as I go along. 


An 


— 
1 —— — 8 


i) 


An Abvriach of the Value of the e of 
Cattle and Sheep Exported. 


— — — — — n — FI as "RE ho * — 
Years, Produce of Sheep 


4 ” 
. 
PF 5 — 


* 


1719 109942 8 1 
1720 89401 11 0 
rar 135196 11 14 
162476 3 at 
187284 3 4. 


| EL „ 4 
1719 530830 16 7 
1720 | 445946 10 3 
1721 [485699 13 5 
1722 506337 6 10 
1723 | Joꝛz962 14 10 
1724 | 524710 11 2F 1724132148 19 1 
1725 505769 © $5 1725 95730 131 
1726 [ 413937 1 8 ll 1726 | 101947 7 9 


4%. Jo * 4 ol — — * 


Total 3976194 1 13 1. Total 1014122 12 wie * 2 
: n An 6 E Nedtum 17 "Py -_—_ 


Medium of Cattle and Sheep 623777 3 9 
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The Produce of the Eapores/if Grain and Fiſh 
— : | L THOR? 
I! OTA TO 1:4 22 
r — Grain. Years. pÞ  — 
d — — — 7 — 7-6 
I VA 
1719 | 56141 O 11 1719 | \ 15169 16 6 
Ke 1720 44253 2 4 #720 | 13669 10 9 
m 1721 | 38208 15 $x {| 2721 12055 Io 24 
d 1722 | 17664 12 114 | 1722 | 16246 17: 5. 
1724 | 42154. 3 2723 | 11314 12 20 
75 1724 | ae 4 1 4 | 719.9 7 
1725 18515 3 9 | Wag 2754 10 © 
1726 2700 % 2 4x | 1726 | 1591 16 6 
e — 3 
Torf 2913 56 5 rH © 147645 3 9+ © 
Medium — 10 84 | — 14703 ; 11 
n r — — =_ — | 


* av 
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LESS 


The Prodixe of of i the | Exports of Linges and Rape. 


9 &. . 


5 ——— „ R 
N 1 Þ 1 4 2 | 91-1356 44 1 — 

e 7 * WS 
1719 | 268021 13 © 3 | 4 
1720 f 214217 13 6, 83 8 4 
I721 ; «| 259519. 8 o > $3361 0: « 
1722 | 3129642. 0 Ac. ii 
1723. | 281549885; 6 450 0 © 
1724 |. 275573! 9-10 1464 © © 
1725 ] 323628 16. - 0. 10849 © 0 
1726. [ 342295 9 2205 13 2 
— — —— — rrrrmnmn—_ 


Total 2277/70 6. 1 | . 
Medium 284721 5.94 | Medium 360 1 75 


1 * - % * 3 * N 1 4 % # 
— — — _ - — — * 3 — — — per 
4 - 
* - - LH N I #8 3 + * + . py < - K * + 
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The Produce of the — —¾— — 
ports of Iron, Wood, The Produce of Goods 
Se, not reduceable to Re- ex ported. 
the former Heads. T 2 
Years: 5 N : Years. ; 
— — FI8 th 4 W 1 — 9 
wrt erat 0-1 J. . 41 
1719 16073 1 5 79 [44198 1 77 
1720 f 27217 14 log || 1720 f 34762 8 94 
1721 [17904 6 23 17214 35728 9 4 
1722 . 21381 9 11 1722 36506. 19 . 87 
F523. | "22277; 1 1 1723 4684 3 
1724 | 24872 9 11 | 1724 31889 10 27 
1725 21659 2 7 1725 32840 9 4s 
1 1726 14905 14 32 1726 1 39669 .0© 9 
* "Mt . 166291 ras Total 296079 12 ak 
| Medium 20786 7 77 Medium 37 0 19 Og 


— — — — —— 
— 9 — — — — 
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[49] 
Tu us may be ſeas the annual Profit ariſing to the 
Nation at a Medium of 8 Years of our ſeveral Ex- 
ports, viz. from Cattle and Sheep, Which Ineludes 
our grazing; from Agriculture, innen Manu- 
facture, other Goods not iu ade to theſe Heads, 
as Iron, Wood; Sc. and from Goods re-exported. 
Hz Ax alſo follows for the Satisfaction of thoſe 
who would more nicely obſerve the Profit upon our 
grazing Farms, an Account of the moſt material Ar- 
ticles under that Head, at the Medium of” their —_ | 
tities and Values, VIZ. 


2 Medium. 2100 » 304 07 
3200098 0/3206 e. 
Beef, Barrels, - — . 13 5270 46.85 16 4 
Butter, Hundreds, 161123 2 
Raw, - - - 236% 44838 40 


7 
nine e 9 1 
4 Ne. at a 3301 DAL 


Finden Tann'd, - — $1678-12-10'; 
Tallow: © Himdreds: * _— 64 

Calve Skins. yt; Der 21505 

Barrels of Pork '- - « 103225 1 

Bacon and Lard, . A Þ 
Candles, - - £ 2 Zip 255 | ; 
Soap, ee "now. e 2 513774 0 ] 
Cheeſe, 3 e 348 9 

Goats and Kid Skins 2 4 8 8 x 
Horſes, — 1 5 3806 D. 0 1 


Rabbit Skins. 41800 0 


„ 
the Stone of 167.5 * * ; 18 N 


'Wos! «a ra 4 | 
"Dis! 22 2 2740... . 3 
Worſted Varn at | 
Ditto. G 97: 
Sheep and Lamb Skins; aw om — 
Manufacture from Sheep, viz "a n 
Frize, Flannel, Glew; „ bi ef 1205 N ad ou 
Goßes and Fats, 4 1 


be e 74 
226-7 
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mentiening, ſuch as Horſe and. 
Bones, Gregves, c. 


| 

1 ee, N. as before, 
1 The Produce is. 

1 to the whole as 48 9 | 
— f N to the 

1 i N 8 N 10 
14 - 6 
| — 14 
|; + Of Lingen — oft Year's ; 
[1 Produee may be taken at 7 
|] 2 the; Medium, it - af 337 
ibn Faxport, 

[| Of othey- . as lron, FE 
: f Se. as * | 


Re- exported as 36 
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7 * *... — td 
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dium of fix: Years, Imported u 
Wheat, Flower, Malt, 7 Barley 


* T 
1 — . 


Tut are ſome other, trifling Articles not worth 


Cows Hair, Ox 


Havzxo: gives the eleareſt view 1. could cf the 
Produce of our Graſs, I ſhall next give the Propor- 
tions of our Produce upon Graſs, Agriculture, Sc. 
2 the whole, and een to each aches, 


lol 5580 17 22 


bo Medium of our — * = uk CITY 4. 
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Tur Produce of Grain if none had been Imported 
ſtands as above. But as more has been Imported of 


late Fears than Exported, it ſtands for nothi 
there having been befgre Lady-Day 1727, at a . 


14 Articles, dix. 
, to the Value of 


390631. whereas in the Export here, all Thing: 
8 om Grain are included, uis. Beer, Ale, 
Aquavitz, Bread, Oatmeal, Hair-Powder, Starch, 
with ms — Kinds of Grain befides. 33 


I xvsT 


* 5 


I uvs obſerve here that as Linnen pays no Duty 
outwards,. the Merchants may impoſe upon the-Ote 
ficers in their Entry, and put more in their Permits 
than the Quantity/exported, and that for theſe Rea» | 
ſons, by theſe Means ſeveral Merchants may make 
uſe of the ſame Permit to ſave Fees, ſo a Merchant 
enters as much more than he has to export, as he 
imagines he may expect from other Merchants to be 
ſhipp'd of by that Permit; which if he procures tis 
well, it not, he pays nothing on Agcount of it; but 
informs his Correſpondent of th Nuantity ſhipped 
and exported, Another Reaſon is, that Merchants 
love to perſuade the World they have great Buſineſs, 
ſo they enter above the Truth when it coſts them 
nothing, and appear to deal in greater Quantities, or 
at leaſt to have greater Commiſſions than they actu- 
all have. * 4 ; | > ' s b 

Turs by Order of the Commiſſioners of the Re- 
venue, is better regulated than former!y; and ſome 
Difficulties put upon them if they make falſe Entries, 
by obliging them to take out new Permits, in caſe it 
exceeds the Quantity exported. So for the future 

/ we may expect more exact Entries; there being leſs 
exported in the Year ending Lady-Day 1728, than 
the toregoing Year; it is believ'd to be more owing 
to the rectifying that Abuſe than to any Decline of 
the Manufacture. Upon the whole we may depend 


| upon being rather within the Value of our Linnens Þ 
5 and Varn Exported than otherwiſe: Since at a Me- 
dium the Cloath is valued at 12 4. per Yard, and the 

- Yarn at the fame Price per Pound: Which if the Yarn F}F 
: at a Medium bg . in the Pound, is but 44. per 
N Dozen; a low Price, and rather below the common 
5 Medium of the Markets. * 

"+ I 8x ALL next conſider the Nature and Differences 

N of the Profits and Benefits ariſing to the Kingdom 


{rom the ſeveral before mention'd Heads of Export, 
v. Paſture, Agriculture, Fiſheries, n 


| &. . + 
and Re-exports; in Iich 1 ſhall begin with Grazing, 
the leaſt beneficial of our Exports, tho? it makes up 

the greateſt Article in our preſent Trade. 

Ix confidering this; I ſhall ſhall firſt divide the 
Profit ariſing from Grazing, into its two chief Arti- 
les, vis. our Exports upon the Produce of Cattle 
and Sheep, treating of each ſeparately ; and after· 
wards of all Paſture together. | 

Tu Medium of our whole Reports upon Cattle 
delay 4970247. 65. $9, the Produce of black Cattle 
or Kine, when Mrſes, Swine, Goats, and Rabbits 
are deducted, amounts to 4710231. 16s. whilſt the 
only Goods of their Produce, exported manufac- 
tured ; are tann'd Hides, value 642541. 25. 44. 
Candles 62861. 1 95 119. and Soap about 6007. of 
Which the Profit upon Tanning as computed in 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, bein of, 3s, per Hide, is 
103357. 145, 64.3 and the Pro t upon the other 
Articles inconſiderable. 

\SxNcs then there are 135270 Barrels of Beef ex- 
ported; if we ſuppoſe the Oxen to weigh 400 wh. 
one with another, one Ox will fill two Barrells, and 
conſequently there are 6563 5 laughter'd for Export. 
As they ought to be five Year old when ſold for Ex- 
port, I ſuppoſe every Ox will take 8 Acres of Grafs 
and Hay, blending our rich and poor Lands toge- 
ther, to feed him till he is of Age ready for Slaugh- 
ter, and his Dam whilft he is a Calf. 

Ius Number of Acres then employ'd in feeding 
ſo many, would amount to 541080. - Suppoling from 
each Cow at a Medium 100 Weight of Butter may 
be made annually, there being 161123 Hundred of 
Butter at a Medium exported, there will be the ſame 
Number of Cows to furniſh it, which at an Acre and 
2 Half per Cow to maintain them, will amount to 
241684 Acres, employ'd that way; ſo that without 
conſidering how many Cows' will be requiſite to 


* the N umber of Calves, that muſt from' time to 
#4. 4m | time: 


1 7 


{AR 
© 


U 23˙7 — 
ebe this Number of Milch Cows, there 
will be 782764 Acres employ'd in Grazing, to eng- 
port the Value of 4710237. 165. Od. whigh, will not 
fully amount to 12 5. O d.; per Acre Plantation 
Meaſure, of 7 Yards to the Rod; there is alfp. 4971 
weight of Cheeſe Eitported,:whielt at 200 weightaper 
Cow, will reduce the above Value to 12 5-per, Agree 
But even this is not neat Profit to the Nation, fog. 


peace per.Gagk) 7409 L. 
165-4, Theſe two Articles being Subſtracted from : 


the above aS um, the neat; Profit upon Cattle will 
amount to no more n 44 0 4 lb b. d. Which 
will reduce the Proſit per Acre to 11 g. 4 % 4 hrrly 
Ix eon compute the Number of Bullocks, 
by the Number of Hides Exported, they Would 
amount to 144879, and the Acres 'employ'd would 
be above 1350000: but I ſuppoſe we A make 3 
uſe: of Half the Hides at — of ſuch as E.. | 
ito ee makes ay 


Number of Hides Exported., Alſo from the Profit V: 1 
allow'd by Tanning, ſhould, e taken-a Proportion © 1 
of the Value: of Bark imported; the Value, gh haůt 

is imported annually at 4 Mediygy amounging to 
16116½ lo 3d. which: will, ſtill ire abate the 


Profit per Aero %% e 
ISAHAEL/ merit .confider-the -Profit; to the Nation 
ariſing from Sheep, which at a Medium amounts ta 
1267521. 178. 1 d. of which the Wooll being 123590 
Stone; at 16 Pound to the Stone, amounts to 40861 /, 
165. 94. the Medium Price being about 67d. 
* W N woollen Lag 272.40 Stone, P Vas 
ye 142691. 85s. 5 d. is nearly 105. 5 d.] her Stong ; 
the — * 76219 9 Vale 82441 
105. 7 d.; is _ 165. 44.5 per Stene;,;.the Value 
of the Sheep and Lamb-Skins, is computed at a 
A Medium 


i 


— NS ... 
Medium at 6844). 16s. 2 4:33 and all the Minufacs 
ture made. of Sheep, that we are allow'd to export, 
by : Reaſon of high Duties, vis. Frize, Flannen, 
xoves,'Glew, and Hats, at a Medium, amounts to 
about 2353/. O5s. | | 
Tur Wool, worſted, and woollen Yarn exported 
amounting at a Medium .to 227049 Stone; if three 
Sheep at a Medium be allow'd to produce a Stone 
of Wool, whereas iti ſome Sheep=countrics they al- 
low four, there would be 681 147 Sheep fed to pros 
duce that Quantity of Wooll. If four Sheep at a Me- 
dium in ſueh Sheep-walks are allow'd to the Acre, 
it would take 170286 2 Acres to maintain them; 
which acing 117554 J. 155: 104.5 is nearly 135. 
— e e ar the Klagen he 
Value to the Farmer, is ſo much more as What he 
fells them for to ſupply the Market, which may be 
ſuppoſed at four Years old; ſo that once in four 
Vears he may ſell his Stock, from 6s. to 12 5. 
each, which at 9s. the Medium, would come to 
25. 3d. more per Acre: So the Profit of the Far- 


mer may be computed about 16 f. per Acre, except- 


ing — — by Death, Sc. "The, Lambs by their 
Wooll fally pay their Graſs, and make no DedaQtion: 
© SvPpPposING 25805 Hogs to fill 10322 Barrels, 
the Number of Barrels of Pork exported, about 80 
Pound weight each Hog, which at fix to the Acre, 
confidering how they are generally ted upon "Traſh, 
and Grounds otherwiſe of no great uſe, we may ſap- 
mu 4300 Acres 'employ'd by them annually, t 

rofit from them ariſing, being at a Medium com- 
puted at J. 16000: O0: oo, and they being — 4 
2 Years old when kill'd, there would then be 
107524 Acres to maintain them, till ready to be 
fatted; which would come nearly to 1/. 95.7 f. 
per Acre, out of which is te be deduced the Grain 
us'd in fatting them. EY 
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TAE Horſes ſent Abroad, at a Medium, 475 per: || 
An. at Io Acres per Horſe to maintain him and his 
Dam when he is young, and to feed him till old 


enough for Sale, would come to 4750 Acres, which 
at $). for each Horſe when Sold, would produce 
16 5. annual Profit per Acre. | ON 


Tuus the whole neat Produce upon Cattle or 


Grazing in gn after deducting 23003. 12s. 
6 4. tor the' Salt and Casks made uſe of for the Beef, 


Butter, and Pork, without ſubtracting any Thing 


upon account of Bark uſed in Tanning; will amount 
to 6007737. 115. 03d. and the Acres employ'd in 

roducing it 968552 5, without allowing any to 
Rabbits or Goats, which comes nearly to 125. 54. 


per Acre. ' 


Tux next Thing I propos'd to conſider, was the 
Profit arifing from Agriculture, and to ſhew 
the difference between the Profit to the Publick, of 
Lands employ'd that way, and that of Grazing or 
Paſture. Our Exports upon that Branch are ſhame- 
fully ſmall, and our Imports as large. Our Exports, 
Rape included, not exceeding at a Medium 40020 7. 
125. 4:44, and our Imports upon four Articles, 
Wheat, Barley, Malt and Flower, as, I obſerved be- 
fore, were 390637. and That before the Years 1727 
and 1728, when our Imports grew confiderabl 
higher, upon account of the Scarcity in the North. 
Foreigners well may believe, we are either not 
thoroughly peopled, our Lands and Climate not fit 
for Agriculture, or that no Profit can be made by 
Tillage equivalent to that of Paſture. | 

T o make this more obvious, I ſhall ſabdivide the 
Head of Agriculture, and confider thc ſubdiviſi- 


ons ſeparately. To 2 then with the Profit up- 
Plantation Meaſure, Which I 


on an Acre of Wheat, 
always follow, it being our Statute Acre. This 
Acre has 7 Yards to the — as the Engliſh has $i 

- the 


rde 

* „ . ＋ 26 5 | - - 7? * 
the Proportion bet wixt them therefore is as 49 to 
30% or 8 to 5 nearly: I will firſt compute it ae- 
cording to our common way of Tillage, and then ac- 


| * 
cording to the way propos d by Mr. Pearſon, b 
= the Engliſh Wheel-Plows 3 and will Eine ike 
{| . Charge upon it nearly as he has put it in his little 
[ll LIrac of Tillage 111 
Ax Acre of Wheat then ming r f Briſ- 
ta Meaſure, computed at 125. per Barrel for Expor- 
tation, would amount to 47. 45. Od. By fallowing, a 
Fr! Year's Crop being loft, the, ; is the Valuc of the 
Acre per Ann: amounting. only to 2 J. 25. Od. Now 
tis plain that except Secd and Repairs, all the reſt 
is clear Gain to the Nation; for the Maintenance of 
ſo many Hands, and Cattle, is Part of the Benefit and 
Profit of the Publick. So the Seed and Repairs (not 
exceeding 20.5, for two Years) that is 10 C. per Any. 
being deducted, there will be à national Profit of 1 J. 
. 12.4.0 d. per Ann; but to the Farmer, above his Labour, 


computed when ſown at 1 J. 35. 2d. to which: add 
bis Seed, Rent, Tythe, Weeding, Reaping, Threſh- 
1 auc and ſending to Market at 2 /. 3. 64. the Gain 
is but 0A 178.44. which is 8s, $4. per Aun. over and 
Above all his Rent, Tythe, Labour, Sc. If Wheat 
ſold for 15s. per Barrel, he would then gain 07.17 s. 
84%. per Aun. thus by the worſt way of Tillage, 
when the Markets are at the loweſt, including 
Tythe and Rent at 9s. per Acre, there is Ol. 17 3. 8 d. 
annual Profit, over and above the People maintain'd, 
| who are neceſſary to till and manure it. 
Bovur if we take Tillage in a proper Light, and 
i _confider it as plow'd after the Engliſh and beſt Me- 
8 . thod; chen the Expence of Plowing, Seed, Rent, 
Tythe, and all Charges, till ſent. to the Market, 
will not exceed 2/, 10s. 5 d.; and the produce up- 
on an Acre may reaſonably be Wee at 12 Bar- 
rels per Acre, which would amount to 71. 45. 07. 
ſo the neat Profit would be 4/7. 75. 6d. and a 
annua 
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Amual Profit 47, 3s. 94-4 to the Farmer, to the 
Publick all. the Remainder as before, except Seed 


and Repairs; which would be above 31. C, Od. 


per Ann. national Profit: An Acre of Rye in coarſi 
and higher Grounds, may rcaſonably be camput- 
at ;; of the Wheat; tho ſame accoun 


ing enerally more Barr els upon the Cre: n 
Tux Expence of an Acre of white Peaſe, in Plows 


about 1 J. 145. And at eight Barrels per Acre, a 
125. per Barrel, there would be meat Profit, 30. 4. 


ing, Rent, T yche, eig. until fit for 9 7 | 


ger Ann. Beans above 21. O4. Od. Gray Peaſethe fame; |! 


arley at 6s. per Barrel abqut 27. 10. od. and Oats 
about 14 104 f0dT mots 55+ 6 
By theſe, Computations may be ſeen how much 
more profitable. Tillage is to the Kingdom than 
Paſture. The Profit upon Paſture at a Medigm 
does not exceed ol. 124. 54. her Acre: Whereas 
the loweſt upon Agriculture is 17. 10. od. neat 
Profit to the Farmer, the higheſt 37. O. od. When 
the Markets are at the loweſt, over and above all 
Charges. Rent, Tythe, Oc. the Expence of Fury 
niture and Repairs to be deducted. The national 
Profit and Power is alſo vaſtly increas d by eniploy - 
ing ſo many more Hands in the Management of it, 
and in making the Utenſils belonging to it; it Is rea- 
ſonable to believe that ten Acres in Tillage wilt. give 
one Family full Employment, whereas ( excepf 
where Dairys are kept) in Paſture 200 would not- 
Conſequently 200000 Acres under Stock, would 75 
afford Employment for above 1000 Families, and ſo 


much in "Tillage. would employ 20000. E may alſe 


venture to affirm, that by proper Management, in 


ſowing Graſs Seeds, Sc. if a due Proportion of | 


Land be induſtriouſly till'd, fuppoſe z, the 3j re- 
maining in Graſs, will breed and maintain as many 
Cattle as the whole would do without proper 
Tillage. D 2 I 
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Stuck Gardening and Planting 


. uſeful; being more profitable, and employing more 


Hands: The Orchards in Fruit to make 


other home made Wines, that may prevent Imports 
of Wine and Brandy; and the Kitchen Gardens, in 


ſupplying us with Roots and Greens, Which ſaves 


ſo much more Grain for Export; as alſo Plantations 
of other Kinds, ſuch as Woad, Weld, Saffron, Li- 
quorice, Madder, Hops, Teaſills, c. each of which 


will yield at the loweſt from 5 or 67. per Acre, to 


near 60 J. clear Profit: There can be no occaſion to 
make Eſtimates of them here. | 
_ PLANTATIONS of barren Timber being ſo ne- 
ceſſary an Article, the want of which is at leaſt 
40000). per Ann. Expence to us in our Imports: By 
employing Grounds not ſo proper for other Things 


| [ that way, we would at leaſt have the Rent of the 


1 Land at compound Intereſt, if they thrive; and 


great Part of the Time there is no Loſs of the Pa- 


ture. —— the Improvement it gives other 


Grounds alſo by Shelter, it is ſurpriſing it is not 
much more taken notice of and fallen into. But I 
ſhall afterwards give ſome Reaſons for our fail- 
wg bercin, and * F a Remedy which would 
eftetually anſwer; tho' I am afraid we wont be 


129 = kind to our Country and Poſterity as to follow 


Tux next Thing I propos'd to confider, was our 


Exports upon Fiſh, and the Benefit ariſing to a Na- 
tion from Fiſheries, particularly to Iflands; which 
I may ſay, by-Providcnce arc defign'd to have that 
Advantage, from their Situation, for their better 
Support 


upon this Article are {mall to a ſhameful Degree, to 


che laſting Reproach of the Nation. Allowing to our 


Indolence 


ning and is of the ſame 
Agriculuture, but in a higher Degree 


yder, and 


rt and the Increaſe of their Wealth and Power. 
But tis with Concern I mutt ſay it, that our Exports 
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Indolence and ſupine Negligence, in not attemptin 
and Saceeni ſo beneficial a Branch of ping, 
which would vaſtly increaſe our Commerce; we be⸗ 1 
ing as happily ſituated for it as any County in the 
World, ritgin excepted; and perhaps I ma 11 | 
nearly equal to it. The whole JE of the Fits 1 
ries would be an Addition of Wealth to this Ringy | 
dom; deducting Salt and Cask, 2 planting, the” || 
latter might in Part be ſupply'd at Home. 
_ Ovux Exports upon this Head, don't exceed. | ih 
14703 l. 25. 114. at a Medium of eight Years; | i 
whereof our Salmon alone amounts to from 8 to 
10,000 l. Herrings from 3 to 4000 J. Hake about 
2000 J. Ling 400“. and barrell'd Cod 100 J. tho' we 
might with Reaſon expect 100 times as much of e- 
very Kind but Salmon. If we conſider the Number # 
of Hands and Ships employ'd in providing ever 
Thing neceffary for a Fiſhery, where it ſucceeds, | | 
as Salt, Casks, Materials for Nets, Lines, Ge. and 
Ships to export the Fiſh, we will find it is the ber 
Article in Trade for increaſing our Sailors and Na- . 
vigation, and it yields a very great national Profit, 
when an inconſiderable Gain is acquir'd by. private 
Perſons. But deſigning to treat of it, more at large; 
ſeparately and {Arti in another Tract; I will 


turn to another Article, which at preſent is very 
deſervedly our Darling. Tis the only one we are 
unconfin'd in, and it faves us from being Bankrupts; 
which otherwiſe oar Extravagance, and the Demands 
and Draughts upon us would have long ago brought |} 
about. It is our Hempen and Linen _ 
but particularly our Linnen; our Exports upon 
which at a Medium of the laſt 8 Years amounts to 
N J. 55s. 94.3: but as it is an improving Ma- 
nufacture, we may take the laſt Years Export as the 
loweſt Medium, I hope, for any ſuceeding Years, | 


"= 


along with theſe foregoing, viz. 342295 J. 00 8. 09. | | 
| | Ix 


Norder to * the wy of this Manufacture 


5 Phe Profit thence ariſing more vitibly” a pear, 1. 
will Wader how this Branth Kood 7 (bby, at 


Which Time chere was Exported 10 = 
uy . | 
Lingen Cloth Yards 188000.  Valpe | 14112 0 © 


thina Yi hundred wei hts I 
17. 16 Value 8 784 pres 18 18 4 


IF oj 5 1. 


og 1 53218 18.4 4 


1 nally riſen to Lad Day 
| when the aer, Cloth Ex 67024 l 1 in 1725 
were 4768889 4 5 Value „ 2.30 444 4, Fe 5 


Linnen Yara that Tot hundred wt. 1728 40. 
Tis Value 103746, / 7 od. 


of 


— 11 Meetings Dozens, | g | 124- 1247. Os. od. 
7 Total, ö Tots 3422954 Os. 945 


So « our Manufactures ſince 1701 
have increas'd, 1 289076 25. 84. 
The Manufacture of Linnen 
A 5 Stockings is increas 
Notyighttanding which our Ex- 
Fe u pon Yarn has enereas d 


224456. 9s. 99. 
646191. 1 125 84 | 
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| Tuts Mek ute „ exce . 244000 1 pad 
abroad for. Flax, Flax-ſced, ph. the and Soap; is all 
clear Gain to the Nation; ſo we have at leaſt 317900). 
neat Profit by it. | 
Ioss Ro before that the Groſs Exp rt of Lid 
nen was above 4 of all our Exports, it as 337 
to. 1000; to our Exports upon Cattle As out in- 
* as 337 to 489, or as 668 to 1000 


nearly; 


if 
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TOO hf bed ole! 6 Owen ment cles { 
f nearly; to our Exports upon Paſture in | genes in- 
a Or | i 


ares of 


x cluding Sheep (wherein our little Manufactures t 
F : Tann'd Leather, Sp inning of Wooll, and ather ſm ö 

| Manufactures of Sheep, as Glew, Gloves, Hats, || 
4 Frize, and Flannen, arc included) as 337 to 613, or 
48 to 1000 nearly; which is above one half. But 


this is not all; let us conſider how much is fav'd to 
the Nation in leſſening the Quantity of Holland and 
Linnens imported from abroad, and of Callicoes, by | | 


9 the home Conſumption of our ſtamp'd and ſtrip d 
F Linnens; I believe I ſhall be within Bounds if I com- 


pute them before the Riſe of theſe ManufaQtures | | 
, among us at 50000). more than are now imported; 
; and as our Numbers ſince the Reduction of Ireland 
x in 1691 are incrcas'd about; in the Manner we are 
ä ſupply'd with Linnens, 80000), would not now be ſuſ- 
- ficient for us; I ſhall only beg Leave by a Computa- 
a tion in one Inſtance to make it highly probable I ſpeak 
' modeſtly of what we fave in this Article of Impor- 
- tation: And that by ſhowing how much is ſpent 
among us of our own Manufacture of this ſort, in the 
Article of ſhifting. In this inſtance to make m | 
Computation appear far within the Truth, I ſhall 
but allow one Shift per Ann. to each Perfon in the 
Kingdom, whereas I am inform'd by labouring Per- 
; ſons that two will ſcarce ſuffice, and moſt of them 
take three, The Linnen made uſe of in ſhifting the 
; , .loweſt Rank of Men, (who being the Bulk of the 
"> Kingdom, all Computations of this Kind are ſafeſt 
and neareſt the Truth, when the Rich who arc the 
| feweſt in Number, arc lump'd with them in the Cal 
ea, is Cloth of } or 7 broad, which is gene- 
s rally fold from 155. to 175. 64. per Score, or from 
94. to 10 d.; per Yard; here I ſhall compute. it at 
10 d. per Yard, 3 Yards goes to a Woman's Shiſt, | 
and 33 to a Man's; but as the Number of Perſons | 
under ſixteen, are nearly equal to thoſe above it, and 
much leſs being us'd in Children's Shifts, =_ - fn 
| thoic 
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Perſo ; ſhall take a Medium 
| "2 Yards to each Perſon's Shift, (it being as 1 think ſtill 
leſs than the Truth) which is 1 5. 8 d. for a Shift to 
each Perſon in Ireland. By the Extract of the Hoy- 


ſes and Hearths which I took out of the Cuſtom- 


q Houſe Books, AbſtraQs of which I give afterwards 
in a ad Part; it appears that in 1725 there were at 


lea 382,785 Houſes inhabited in Tre/and f without 


including Barracks, Colledges, or Hoſpitals: and by 


WY Returns that 1 hve from {evetat Counrry Pariſhes, 


of the Souls in each Family, I have found at a Me- 
dium 4.36 or a little more than 4 to each Family: 
the Families being larger in Towns, this alſo is ra- 
ther within the Truth; there would then be at leaſt 
1668,942 Souls in Ireland; which at rs. 8 d. per 


Nov if two Shifts be ſuppos'd a reaſonable Allow- 
ance, conſidering I was within Bounds in the Quan- 


dren included; and conſidering how many haye more 
than two of greater Breadth and Fineneſs; then the 
Value of ſhifting alone in Ireland would be 2781577. 
which is near 3 of all the Exports of Linnen. If to 
this be added the Sheeting, and Table-Linnen, Tick- 
ing, and other Things neceſſary in Womens and 
Childrens Wear, ſuch as Frocks, Aprons, Caps, Ec. 
it may he computed to amount to as much more. 
Over and above all this there are ſtamp'd Linnens, 


 Buckrams, Canvas, Thread, Incles, Tapes, Sc. fo 
that ſhould I ſay our Linnen Manufacture by our Ex- 
rts and Home Conſumption amounts to 1000,000 7. 
fferl. I believe I ſhould not far exceed the Truth. 
\. T8nALL next conſider how little of the King- 
dom is taken up with this Manufacture; when I ſoy 
there are not above five Counties employ'd and fully 
. Imbark'd in making Linnens, vis. Antrim, Down, 


Truth. 


- 


| * 


Sbiſt, the Sum would amount to 1390787. 10s. 04. 


"tity made uſe of in a Shift, even the youngeſt Chil- 


an who > e td _ tw Ids owe Minds tbuk oo» Ot £m ££©- > Oc ow 6A _ a ak 


ſtrip'd, mix'd with. Cotton, Silk, and Woollen; 


as ects # co to Ah _ ©cw@@MV>:. -Þ* Pp. mM toi try eds a. 


Armagh, Tyrone and Derry, I am I believe near the 
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Truth. Part of theſe which are only ſpinning Coun- 
tries, will be more than equivalent to the Parts of 
other. Counties wherein this Manufacture has made 


any ＋ ; there are not above five more employa. -| 
pinnin 


ed in g, vis. Donnegak Monaghan, Cavan, 
and as many Spinners diſpers'd among the other. 
Counties in Ireland, as may make up 5 

Counties in all; ſo there are not above ten Coun- 


ties in Thirty Two any way embark'd in the Linnen 


Manufacture. If it be confider'd alſo how little 
Ground is employ'd in railing the Flax for this Ma- 
nufacture, it will ſtill appear in a better Light, and 
the Advantage more ſurpriſing. 3000 Hogſheads of 
forreign Flax Seed is ſomewhat above the Medium 
imported yearly ; but for the ſake of a round Num- 
ber, being near it, I will chooſe it; if we ſuppoſe the 
increaſe af this Communibus Aunis to be two Hogſ- 


heads for each that is ſown; which I am afraid is 
. ill above the Truth, conſidering that many pull 


their Flax without ſaving the Seed; and that wer 
Scaſons prevent others that would; all the Seed 
ſay'd, together with the import of the following 


Year, will be but Nine Thouſand Hogſheads; let us 


ſappoſe that Quantity to be ſowed the ſecond Vear, 
and the fame increaſe in Proportion; this would 


amount to 18000, to which add the three Thouſand 
imported next Seaſon, and there would be 21000 


Hogſheads ſown annually; for as yet they ſeldom 
fave it longer, but depend upon forreign Seed. L 
ſuppoſe what the Native Iriſh ſave and ſow of Iriſe 
Seed, to be adulterated and impoveriſh'd by Miſma- 
nagement, and from thence commonly call'd ſhort. 
Flax Seed, will make up what in the reſt is wanting 
of the computed increaſe of the Seed, viz. two 
for One ſown; this Deficiency is occaſion'd. by bad. 
Seaſons, and not ſaving the Seed, and by pulling it 
too green in order as they pretend to make the Flax 


finer, Hence it is probable 21000 Hogſheads is the 
E. greateſt 


ve ſpinning 


| 
; 
5 
| 


make 1t 


[ 34 ] 
greateſt Quantity ſow'd annually in brelond, A Plan- 
tation Acre and Rod being allow'd to every Hogſ⸗ 
head ſown, there would-be 262 50 Acres under Flax. 
And there being 11042642 computed Acres in the 
Kingdom, there would not be a 368th Part of the 
Kingdom employ'd in producing the third Part of 
the Exports of the Nation; and moſt Part of. that 
ol the lighter and leſs profitable Lands in the Kings 
dom, tor Grain or Paſture: The great Out-cry there 
was upon the foreign Seeds being damag'd one Year, 
and the: great Expence the Nation was at, in import- 
2 Flax to employ our Spinners and Poor, 

il more probable that I am not much out. 
in this Computation. i 1396 RI pt! 
As T have made it highly probable. that the Va- 
lue of our Flax, when ſpun and manufactured, is, by 
home Conſumption, 1 export, worth a Million to 
the Nation; t there be in round Numbers 30000 
Acres employ'd under Flax, cach Acre is worth to 
the Nation 33 J.: 65. : 8 d. per An. According to. the 
mean and poor liviag of the Labourers in Ireland, 
10 J. per Au. would be more than ſufficient to main- 


tain a Family; ſo. that an Acre of Flax would be 


ſufficient to. maintain 14.858 Souls, conſequently 
300007. Acres under Flax, would employ and main- 
tain 435564 Souls, beſides the Husbandmen, and 
Fradeſmen neceſſary to ſupply this Number with 
Proviſions and other Necctfaries; whereas fo much 


in grazing would employ but 665 Souls; and at 


125. per Acre the value of the grazing, would main- 
tain but 1800 Families at 10 J. per Family, or 7848 
Souls, which bears the Proportion to theſe the Flax 
upon the ſame Ground would: maintain as I to 55. 5. 

Bx. this may be ſeen the vaſt Diſproportion there 
is between the Profit ariſing to a Nation, from 
Lands K under Materials for Manufactures, 


and what ariſes from Grazing alone, as to Numbers 


a fur- 


— 


employ d neceſſarily in each, 2iz. about 664 to 1. As 
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ther way of Computation, which is not liable to ſo 


many Obje&ions as that _ - By this the 
Diſproportion appears to be nearly as great as in 
— Computation. In this laſt way we com- 
pute the Quantity of Flax rais'd u an Acre of 


Ground at a Medium, and then what Quantity of 


Cloth (ſuch as is the general Manufacture of the 
Country) is uſually made' out of it. An Acre of 
Flax may be computed to have at leaſt 30 Stone of 
Flax fit for the Heckle ; each Stone of which b 
roper Management may be ſpun into 22 Dozen + 
Varn, of 4 Dozen in the Pound, the reſt being Tow 
Yarn is only fit for Sacking, and of little Values 
This Yarn when wrought into Cloth, Yard wide, of 
1400 Threads on each fide the Woot, commonly call'd 
fourteen hundred Cloth, will out of 35 Dozen make 
20 Yards. Such Cloth is ſold when whiten'd at about 
OS, per Score. Thus 22 Dozen will make 125 
ards or a little more, and in Value is about 18s, 


. 1 443, which being multiply'd by 30, the Num- 


r of Stones of Flax growing on an Acre, amounts 
to 28 J. 45. 105d. conſequently an Acre would main- 
tain 12.3 Souls; and 30000 Acres 369000. So that 
this way, the Proportion betwixt the Linnen Manu- 
facture and Grazing, as to Numbers employ'd in 
each, would be about Five Hundred and Sixty Three 
wor | 3 
Tux Value of our Exports upon other ſmall Ar- 
ticles, ſuch as Mettals, Wood, Sc. at a Medium, 
not exceeding 20786 J. 7. 71 d. there is very little 
occaſion to animadvert upon it, tho” it may be hopꝰd 
that by proper Application, ſuch Improvements 
may be made in Manufacturing fome of them, partis 
cularly Iron, as may increaſe our Exports in ſome of 
theſe Articles. 

Ovx Re-exports is the only Article by which we 
gain upon forreign W 2 by it we benny 

1 the 


1361 
the Carriers and Brokers for other Nations; and 
may make a conſiderable Gain for Ware-houſe Room, 
lying out of our Money, for Freight, and by the 
riſe of Markets abroad, notwithſtanding the Waſte 
upon ſeveral Species of Goods. It is alſo a great 
| 5 of increaſing our Ships and Navigation; this 
Article doth not at preſent exceed 35009 J. 195. 0{ 4. 
about half of which goes to Britain, the greateſt 
Part in Wine and Brandy; about ; to Spain, Por- 
tugal and the Straits, ; to the Weft-Indies, and 
near + to the Eaſt Country, which comprehends all 
Countries North of Holland; very little to France, 
Holland or Flanders. The chief Articles re-exported 
are theſe following, vis. 


b f | J. c 
Brandy Value 500 
— French 300 
raper 9000 
Wide Spaniſh 800 
Lead 2200 
Herrings Value 1000 
. Brown Sugar 1800 
. Iron 7.50 
TE Salt | 1009 
1 Train Oyl 400 
= Cains and Reeds 90 
Total e 


Tux remaining 10269 J. 196. Od. is made up of 

many ſmall Articles not worth mentioning here. 
HA VI thus made the Obſervations I propos'd 
upon our ſeveral Exports; and ſhewn the N 
on of our Trade in cach Branch, and the proportion- 
al Benefit thence ariſing to the Kingdom, by the in- 
ereaſe of our Numbers and Employment of our 
| | = Poor; 


a alia \ 44 ad counenal 


Years, would have increas'd the Medium; had > 
en 


371 
Poor ; I ſhall now State the Value of our —— bill 
and give the Medium of the moſt conſiderable Wl! 
them tor ſeveral Years, and make ſome Obſervations -} 
upon them as I proceed. 777 * 

Oux Imports at a _—_— 7 Years, endi 
Lady=day 1727, amounted to 843392 J. 9s. 1025 
ke Value of the ſeveral ia 2 — ö 
at the Medium of the ſeveral Years annex d to each 
Species, are the Proportions of the Parts, which 
Contribute to make up that Total, viz. | 


'The Number of Years upon —_ | 
, 


each Medium is ſtr uck. 
Vears 1 5 1 11 
2 . L : 9 
9 | — at 20 3 $3156 5 105 1 
4 of Ditto at Ditto, 91658 14 6 i 


9 Spauiſe Wine at 30 J. per Tun, 15704 13 Y5 
ort Wine at 30/. per Tun, 3169 11 
6 Rbeniſb at 36 J. per Tun, 1704 19 8 


— 


Tubing the feat the 4 Yean) 11,157 up d 
6 


Brandy at 15. 4d. per Gallon, 23446 18 6 


Total of Wine and Brandy, 135684 18 © 


| 
| 
| 
* 
; 
} 
0 
; 
7 
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Wines Imported in 1726 142586 8 57 
Brand ys for ſaid Year, | 30871 13 9 
Total, 173458 2 2 


Tulis was a vaſt Year's Import, but partly ocea- 
fon'd by the Stop put to the Trade commonly car 
ried on by the Ie of Man; however the Wines and | 
Brandys, being lodg'd there from France in former 
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the Carriers and Brokers for other Nations; and 
may make a conſiderable Gain for Ware-houſe Room, 


|. and lying out of our Money, for Freight, and by the 
riſe of Markets abroad, notwithſtanding the Waſte 


upon ſeveral Species: of Goods. It is alſo a great 


Means of increaſing our Ships and Navigation; this 


Article doth not at preſent exceed 37009 J. 19s. od. 
about half of which goes to Britain, the greateſt 


Part in Wine and Brandy; about ; to Spain, Por- 


tugal and the Straits, ; to the Weft-Indies, and 
near + to the Eaſt Country, which comprehends all 
Countries North of Holland; very little to France, 
Holland or Flanders. The chief Articles re-exported 
are theſe following, viz. 


; ö | J. | 
Brandy Value 500 
es French 300 
raper 1 | | 
Wine Spaniſh 800 
Lead | 2200 
Herrings Value looo 
WE Brown Sugar 1800 
: Iron 750 
5 Salt 1000 
4 Train Oyl 400 
| Cains and Reeds go 
Total +... ms 


Tux remaining 10269 7. 196. Od. is made up of 
many ſmall Articles not worth mentioning here. 
Havins thus made the Obſervations I propos'd 


upon our ſeveral Exports; and ſhewn the Proporti- 


on of our Trade in each Branch, and the proportion- 
al Benefit thence ariſing to the Kingdom, by the in- 


excale of our Numbers and Employment of our 


Poor; 
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poor; I ſhall now State the Value of our i 


'S. 
. = 
19 
* 
ff 
imports] | 
#1 [ 
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T 4 4 
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and give the Medium of the moſt confiderabl 


them for ſeveral Years, and make ſome Obſervations - i 


upon them as I proceed. 2 
Ou Imports at a Medium of 7 Years, endi 

1 e 1727, amounted to 8433927. 9s. 1035 

and the 

at the Medium of the ſeveral Years annex'd to each 

Species, are the Proportions of the Parts, which 

Contribute to make up that Total, viz. | 


'The Number of Years u pon EY | 
: 


5 10þ |} 


each Medium is truck. 
Years 8 1 2 „ 4. 
9 1 3 * Valued at 201. $3156 
: 5 | 
4 of Ditto at Ditto, 91658 14 6 


Spauiſe Wine at 30 J. per Tun, 15704 13 
9 Port Wine at 300. 5 Tun, 3169 11 
6 Rbeniſd at 36 J. per Tun, 1704 19 


Taking the French at the 4 Years | 
Medium. Total. NI2237 19 6} 
6 Brandy at 15. 4d. per Gallon, 23446 18 6 


ns 


Total of Wine and Brandy, 135684 18 O 


Wines Imported in 1726 142586 8 57! 
Brandys for ſaid Year, ; 3087 1 13 9 
Total, 1734 58 2 2 


Tus was a vaſt Year's Import, but partly. ocea- 
kon'd by the Stop put to the Trade commonly car 
ried on by the Ile - Man; however the Wines and 
Brandys, being lodg 
Years, would have increas'd the Medium; had _ 

| en 


alues of the ſeveral Goods here mentiond 


d there from France in former 
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been antually added to the nn equally ak 
Total. 235684 18 CY 


| Medium of the Imparts 
continued, ; 


of 


A A ROW DAD AN SBA MMM & © 


Paper at $5. pe per Ream. Value $624 o 2 
Balks at 42 7. / 

Wood Cent 1 Deal at 34. + 40666 ad 
Whalebone at 17 /. per Cem. $503 13 $ 
Tobacco at 4 d. per lib. 59529 7 2 
Tea at oh — | : 124263 15 -0 
Silk Manufacture at 0 

ä 106. per lib. g 37935 33 15 

* Silk at 185. per D“. 21084 5 9 
bB. undy d at 11 T 176 3 
Salt Foreign at 12 d. per Buſbel gn 32 10 8 
White Salt at 8 4. per De. 9921 8 4x 


Salt Rock at 12.5. per Tun, 1425 12 10 
Flower at 1/. 10s. per Barrel, 4083 10 11 


Wa B J. $5. per 
\ Gar. arley at 1 $s ry 6 4 2 


at at 1 J. 86. per Quarter. 27048 4 6 
er De. and _ at J 7255 2 103 
Mullin at 25. 6 d. per Yard, 1685 8 
Holland at 5s. per Ell, _— 
Carnbricks at 7 5s. per Ditto — 74 
Bone-Laee at 16 5. per Yard, 016 10 11 
. Hops at 3 J. per Cert. 40681 18 57x 
Hemp at- TJ. 125. per Do. 10480 4 6 
— at 55. per ib? 3044 5 21 
Inte Lwrought at 7 5. per Do. 8 754 5 . 
Sugar Candy at 6 /. per Cent. 943 4 37 
Les Sugar at 51. per D®. 7910 8 651 
Muſcovado Sugar at 20. per Do. 52940 7 9 | 
| cr 


Pov 


Years Imports continyed. 4 
Powder Sugar at 3 J 10. „% .. - 
8 1 per Cent. 20 337000 | 
4 Gloves at 4s. per Pair, 679 10 > | 
| Caſes at 18 per Do. 5 1932 18 6 
5 c e 4205) a6 vn Þþ 
6 r. End, + el 
9 uſtians at 18 5. per 40 15 © 
4 Flax at 14. 6-8. per Cent. 13888 13 3 | 
Herrings at 145. " Barrel, 4497 5 B | 
$ Earthen Ware, een 
| Madder at 27. per Cent. St 2B 80 
6 Coffee at $6). per Ditto, 64796 3 DD 
6  Coals at 145. per Tun, 42059 8 
5 Glaſs Bottles at 15. 34. * 7 6 | 
| Dozen, / 
6 Bark at 6s. per Barrel, . 
6 Grogram Yarn at 4s. per lib. 
$5 Cotton Wooll at 54. per Cent. 
6 Salt Petre at 41. 45. per Cent. 
5 Totaſh at 11. 5s. per Ditio. 
| Lintſeed at 2/. 165 per 8 
3 Hg ſbead. : 
5 — 2 at 3 J. 58. per Cart. 
4 Liquorice at 1/. per Cent. 
4 Succus Liquor. at 8 d. per lib. 
2 Sythes at 165. per Dozen. 
2 Kuives at 24. cach 


2 


1251 


5 at 155. per Tard, 
— 


New eat 25. per Ditto. | 


Prunella at 3s. 6d. per D®. 23079 2 © 
Shag at 45. 64. per DP. 
Iron at 145. per Cent. 29678 416 7 
1 Gold and Silver *} 1 2 6 
X 39. per lib. 939 


Laporte 


[ao] 


Imports continued. 


Siſters at 125. per 


Tread . . * 
3 read Wnited Brown at | 
8 < -28. 6d. N _— 
IS eedles at J. 2 | 
r 
"of Pigs at 145. per Ditto. 61 9 2 
3 ; Thimbles at 21. 10s. per Woch. 266 o 6 
3 Hatts at 155. each, 724 0 9 
3 Sevill Oyl at 3s. 64. per Gall. 4533 11 45 
3 Linſeed Oyl at 25. 64. per Do. - 1507 © 114 
2 Train Oyl at 15s. 69. per Do. 1873 11 34 
Books Value 7800 © © 
Candle Wick at 37. per Cent. 640 © © 
Wooll Cards at 125. per Dox. 800 
Drugs, Value 5470 
| — —4 at 155. per Cent. 1200 
Cochineel at 185. per lib. 2800 
Indico at 3s. 6 d. per lib. 4200 
Logwood at 18s. per Cent. 2200 
Red Wood at 27. per Cert. 4880 
Steel at 1/7. 10s. per Ceut. 1500 
Lead at 125. per Cent. 6600 
Lawns at 65. per Ell, | LOOO 
Millinary Ware, f 2000 
Slates at 85. per Thou and, 700 : 
Snuff at 1 get lib. | 2300 
tk at 155. | 
Stockings JWoerded a 65. | * I 
Pitch at 156. per Barrel, 1330 
'Tarr at 125. per Ditto. 1600 . 
Roꝛin at 185. per Cent. 1150 
Cider at 8 J. per Tur. 2.500 
Toys at 1800 
Pewter and Tin, 2700 t 
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(Wow 1 latte continued. " wee 


5 = 
5 Cock at 35. per Cent. * l 3300 . | L006 
S : i: Sa" 
Mallnuts at 27. pef Barrel, "2000 
* 1 rea at 10% per Tun, 2500 * 
Pruins at 1.55. per Cent. 100 x 
' Groceries of Spice and, Fruit 20 5 4 
"mat 3 —— at 21. e ern | 
„ JSteel at 121. F- SMT en 
n 2 2ONLatih at 7H; - 3300.) 
Bras at 71. ne E 
Spaniſh Wooll at 21. aſs 68 AM 
"TA WS ang 6 3 M16: 0: * 
7 5.0 lates at L 10s per 3725 | 


'B ery and Braſs Shruff ar 
"ne 204 8 J. per Cent. 1600 * 
Painting Stuff, 270 
Tin Plates at 31 per Barrel, 1000 
Garden Seeds at 25. 8d. per lib. 1450 
Lattin at 71. per Cem. 240 
Lamp Black at 45. 61. per th. 749 | 
Iron Ore at 105. per Tun. — 

Goats Hair at 45. per lib. 800 
Fanns at 15. 8 d. each 0 


Apples at 25. 6d. per Buſhel. = 360 


n ren teen. Am. a 


Total. - - 1 862786 17 21 


: 


The Imports at a Medium of ET” 
3 before being 7843392 9 104 | 


This exceeds that Medium, 3 19394 7 34. 
SINCE beſides theſe Mediums of our Ita orts 


that I have here given, there are ſcyeral'{hiall Par- 
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ces and Articles I have not mentioned, as being no 

way material in Trade, which if added would have 

increas'd this Exceſs of the Medium, 10 or 12 thou- 
fand Pounds more: I will obviate what may be ſaid 

I againſt it, and give the Reaſon why it can by no 

means rally with the Medium of 7 Years, - 

I THoY@HT it would have been endleſs to take 
Extracts of all the Particulars of our imports, from 
the Ledgers of the Cuſtom-Houſe, for each Years 
Abſtracts I took; I therefore ſingled gut the full 
Extracts for the Year ending Lady day 1726, in all 
the Species of Gopds Exported and Imported; then 
I took out all the Exports for 8 Vears, and ſtruck 
my Medium upon them, and took only the Imports 
which appeared largeſt, and affected our Trade moſt; 
thoſe I took carefully for fix Years as noted here to 
each; Others which I thought not quite ſo material, 
I took for 5, 4, or 3 Years; and theſe which J have 
here inſerted without naming any Vears to them, 
I were taken from the Extracts I took for 1725. This 

is the Reaſon why they can by no Means tally, as 

1 [ © having been taken at a Fa of Years, ſome more, 

i; fone leſs, and alſo the fewer Years in the Medium 
as our imports increas'd, ſo conſequently muſt the 
Medium. As for Inſtance the Medium of our Im- 
ports taken for 6 Years amounts to 8700631. 17 5. 

- 112. this exceeds the Medium of the ſeveral Species 
I have ſet down here 72777. 94.; which would be 

In ncarly equivalent to the ſmall Parcels omitted by me, 

as no way material in Trade. So likewiſe the Me- 

dium of our Imports for the laſt four Years, ending 

Lady-day 1727, amounts to 9151147. 45. 10 d. 

which exceeds the Medium given here 52000 nearly. 

Thus notwithſtanding I could not make them Tally, 

I thought by inſerting them, I would give the Pu 

lick a pretty juſt View of the Nature and Quantity 

of our Imports. I have here fairly laid down the 
true Reaſon why they can't juſtly Tally, notwith- 
| 9 Ke | ſtanding 
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ſtanding the Extracts are true. It was for the bur 1 
a i 


Reaſon, where I did not take Mediums for ſever 
Years, as thoſe I have laſt laid down here; that 1 
would not add the Fractions as not being material. 
I nave here for the Satisfaction of the Curious 
taken , ſuch of thoſe Imports as I could Label 
range under the following Heads, and divided the 
ſo, as to give the Values of thoſe tending to pr 
mote our Luxury, ſeparately from what Ae nec 
fary or convenient, viz. | 1 


'q 
k * . : 4 - 8 ? &1 8 1 | 7 ky 3. d. | 
Our Im rts for Drink and Mate- 208734 12 0 
rials for Drinking amount to 
For Meat and Medicine 136416 149 


ene, 
Unwrought Manufactures or Pri-\ „ „ @ 
eee Bark N 22 34964 17 8 I 
ettals and their Appurtenan- 24. 
ces and 1 dv obs | 632317 16 | 


In Wood and the Ap! urtenances 4486 © O 
In Tobacco and Snallf 8 01929 7 
In Firing 1 42059 © 
In Books, Toys, and other Arti- .,.'* | 
cles not eaſily reducable to eg 151 96 6 &3 | 
foremention aida nne 36 


9 


Tuotal 862786 17 24 | 

T xvs may be ſeen in what Specics of Goods our | 
Imports conſiſt, in what Kinds 
travagant , what we muſt have from abroad, and | 


with what we may be ſupply'd at home: That from 
hence we may be prompted to diſcourage as mum 


as poſſible, what only feeds our Luxury, and which 1 
from abroad; and to encourage |Þ 
F 3 | thaſe 


have but 


we can't 


bs 


we are moſt ex= ' 
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thoſe we muſt have, to be brought to us from ſuch 
Countries, as have the Ballance moſt in our Favour, 
+ Ir will be] roper here to take Notice how ſome 
of the moſt material Articles of our, Imports may be 
(WE abated by being ſupply'd at home; firſt by planting 
Orchards in ſuch Countries and Lands as may be pro- 
bpereſt for them: Theſe would not only afford Cider 
(FT ſufficient to prevent an Tmportation upon us amount- 
ing to 2560), but alſo, in ſome Meaſure check the 
Importatfon of Wine and Brandy; For Brandy 
may very well be extracted from ſuch Cider, as up- 
on tryal is found not proper for Drinking, or from 
1 f what is made by the ſecond preſſing, or from the 
OCores when fermented with Water a very good 
Spirit might be Extracted not inferior to Brand 1 
Encouragement ſhould alſo be given, to diſtill Spirits 
from Moloſſus, and coarſe Sugar ig which Means 
a great Part of our Expence upon Spirits may be 
fav'd, exceeding now 230001. by having alſo good 
Cider and Ale, with home made Wines from Honey 
and Sugar, half the Expence of Wines may be ſav- 
| ed; and the middle and lower Ranks of Men, ma 
i very well be contented with them: By this Means 
Wi 4o or 560007). may be ſav'd in the Article of Wine. 
Hops by being planted in our rich and warm 
Counties of Limrick and Tipperary , and other South- 
ern Parts, may ſave the Kingdom the Expence of 
that Article, or in caſe our Demands increaſe by 
having more Ale, it may prevent the increaſe of 
the Importatron, or the extravagant Price they are 


is 40000). | 
be ſo far exceeded by our Imports; which not- 
withſtanding the wetneſs of our Climate is in great 
Meaſure W. to bad Husbandry and want of 
EGranaries. We might not only fave that Article 


Which before the Year 1727 was at feaſt 10000]. 
* . annual 


ms 2 — — En 2 — 2 e out vo un os 


beld at ſometimes in bad Scaſons. The Medium now 


is ſhameful our Exports upon Grain, ſhould 
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annual Expence to us, and hath much increas'd ſince 
that time; but we might reaſonably expect to Ex- 


port to the Value of 40000 l. had we many Gentle- 


men of ſo great Publick Spirit as the late Mr. Ed- 
wards, that would be at the Expence to bring over 
and. ſettle upon good Farms, Eugliſb Farmers to iu- 


ſtruct us, and improve the Tillage of Ireland. The 


Importation of Glaſs, Glaſs-ware and Bottles may 
be leſſen'd: But this will be chiefly owing to our 
getting Coals in ſufficient Quantity in the 25 

upon which alſo our Manufacture of Salt depends. 
In our Firing we might fave ſomewhat; could we get 
Coals near the Shore in Plenty, or within a reaſon- 
able diſtance for Water Carriage. But if our Num- 


bers and Trade increaſe, and our Bogs be drain'd or 


run out, as they are doing in many Places, fince our 


Plantations go on very ſlowly, tho' we uſe all our 


own, we ſhall import near as much Coals, as we do 
now from Britain, Moſt of what we would ſave by 
it, would be in our Articles of Salt and Glaſs. 

Tux moſt effectual way to do this at preſent, 
until proper Laws be made for Encouragement to 
ſearch for Mines to advantage, would be to promote 
the Navigation from Ballycaſtle, and to undertake 
the Newry Navigation, from Loug b-neab; the Coals 
in Tyrone being daily found better and in greater 
Quantities near that Lough. To encourage us in 


the latter, the Ground through which the Canal of 


Communication may be made, is. as eaſy to be dug 
as any in Ireland, and the River of Tonragee, as alſo 
the upper Bans if neceſſary, as well as the Water of 
Lonugh-Brickland, may be brought to Lough=Shark near 
Afton, (which is the greateſt height from whence the 
ſeveral Locks are to be ſupply'd, at a moderate Ex- 
pence. Theſe are ſuch Encouragements, as will 
make 1t highly reaſonable to be undertaken either 
by the Publick or þy private Perſons. 7 5 
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BR -  Toracco and Snuff is a Debauck I am afrhid e 


ſome Time ſink by the 


ſhan't caſily get rid of, it is a heavy Article upon us: 
the Importation of the one at 4d. the other at 25. 
per Pound, exceeding ſixty one thouſand Pounds per 
Ann. beſides what is imported by Stealth, which is 
unavoidable where the Duty is ſo high. Whale- 
bone, Fiſh, and Fifi Oyl, we might have of our 
own, and alſo enough to export in great Quantity, 
of which I will treat when I touch upon the Im- 
provement of our Fiſheries. 

-Ovx Silk Manufacture will I hope in ſome Time 
improve ſo much, as to take off our Expence upon 
that Article, except a few of the choiceſt of the 


Britiſb Silks tor Birth-Davs and Wedding-Suits. I 
am perſuaded our ib Ladies would appear with 


more Luſtre in their Native Charms, when clad in 
Trib Silks, in the Eyes of their Admirers, than in 


the richeſt Brocades of Foreign Nations: The Em- 


ployment of our own Poor by the Encouragement 
given to our Manufactures, would be more mighty 
meritorious in them; fince it would at the fame 
time put a Check to the Vanity of their Admirers, 
who are ſolely directed by them in the Choice of their 
Dreſs, and would entirely ſubmit to their Taſte, 
admiring them then more for their Prudence, than 
formerly for any Ornaments prejudicial to their 
Count. | g 

Wr might fave alſo in our Importation of Gold 
and Silver Lace; Twiſt and Thread, Lawns, Fuſti- 


ans and Millinary Ware amounting at preſent to 


12000 at leaſt; Part of which is run in ac 
5 18 


of all our fine Goods which pay a high Duty 


would be in a great Meaſure prevented by Cheapneſs 
of Sale, which would make the Temptation ſo much 
leſs. The Importation of Muſlins, Cambricks, Lace, 
and Hollands, amounting to 37090 J. will I hope in 

Piſa e of Lace and Muſlins, 
and Improvement of the others at home, as well in 
art Bleaching 
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Bleaching as otherwiſe, and this ſaFing to the Na- 


Ye tion, as well as in Silks, is entirely in the Power of 
us. the Ladies by their Approbation and Example ei- 


25. ther to promote or diſcourage the Wear of them; 
per they are the Spring that ſets the whole Machine f 
Dreſs in Motion, and to them the Praiſe or Blame 
le- muſt, be owing according to the Example they give. 
our  Hamey and Flax with their Seeds, and Incle (of 
y, which we Import to the Value of 350001.) will I 
im- am confident by the Vigilance and happy Direction 
of the 'I's ug TEEs of the Linnen Manufacture, be 
leſſen d to a Trifle; if we conſider by their Care to 
what a Pitch it is brought in 26 Years, that we now: 
export above the Value of 289000 /. more than in 
1700, beſides what we conſume at home, it will ap- 
ear truly ſurprizing. It is entirely owing to that 
Monaumble Board that the Credit of our Linnens is 
ſupported; without which Ireland muſt have ſunk, 
conſidering the Drains. and Draughts that are con- 
a upon it. For this they merit the ſincere Ac- 
knowledgments of the Publick, and may juſtly be 
eſteem d true Patriots of their Country. 0 
NoTtwiTHsTANDEING the univerſal Practice in 
other Countries of ſaving their Seed not only ſor 
their own Uſe, but for —— Sale and to make 
Oyl of, and that their Flax is valued and much 
ſought after, which ſeems to be a convincing Argu- 
ment that it is good and fine; yet the Spinners here 
will not allow that its a Benefit to prevent the Im- | 
rtation of Foreign Flax Seed, by ſaving all at 
ome , affirming that Flax pull'd before it's 2 
ripe, conſequently before the Seed is fit to be ſav d, 
is much finer and better; that it breaks into finer and 
ſmaller Parts, and ſplits better upon Heckling ; that 
it gives more Flax to be ſpun into fine Yarn, and 
better colour'd; they ſay this appears from daily 
Experience; and thoſe who deal in buying Yarn give 
them a higher Price when it is ſpun from Flax not. 
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fully 13 farther urge and inſiſt port, 
that beciuſs — roſt and Blaſts ſometimes happen 
to the Flax, and often wet Seaſons, it is more Con- 
venient to ſave only ſo much as to prevent the Loſs 
occaſioned by depending too much upon the Foreign 
Seed, Which 1 proves bad, and has more 
than once been highly prejudicial” ro us. To clear 
up theſe Diffeultics, 70 . Experiments ſhould be 
made upon Patcels of Flax growing in the ſame 
Ground, taking Part green, watering it and tryin 


the Quantity, olour and Goodneſs of it, and ſtack- 


mg the Remainder when ripe, and afterwards eare- 
fully watering, breakin a heckling i it; we ſhould 
ſee the proportionable Goodneſs arid Quantity of each. 
This would effectually put a Stop to the Practice, if 
it be only Humour, or confirm it if true. 
Wx might alſo improve our! Earthen Ware at 
kde, and feſſen the Importation, which now amounts 
to above 5000. Madder amountin ng to an equal 
Sum, may alſo be rais'd in the rich Grounds of Li- 


merict and Ti ipperary , not only to ſerve our ſelves, 


_ alſo England, which takes from Flanders annual 
2 the Value of 17 or 180007; the Iron Manu- 
ture amounting to 15000). at leaſt, may be leſ- 

ſen'd by Improvements at home, viz. Knives; Ra- 

zors, Pots, Ciſars, Sythes, Carpenters Tools, Nee- 
dles, Pins, Thimbles, and other Species innumera- 
ble, as well in Braſs and Copper as in Iron. Our 

Exportation of theſe not being prohibited, we might 

perhaps improve them ſo as to Export then de 

Advantage. Bark, if Tanning by the Root WII ( 

anſwer in Part, as ſuggeſted; ' amounting now te 

16000 J. would in ſome Meaſure be fav'd, and our 

Hides be ſent out Tann'd inſtead of Raw, which 

would make the Advantage double. Paper amount- 

ing to 8600 J. might alſo be ſay'd; as our Linnens 
improve, Implements, that is Rags, for the Mills en- 

ereaſe: nor do I think it amiſs ſince the Ditch im- 

port 
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port Rags for their Mills, that Ireland ſhodld follow 


— their Example. | ah ; | 
As for our Importation of Wood, I am afraid we 
ſhall not in a long Time, if ever, fave in that Arti. 


cle, even ſhould we plant, to which we ſeem general 
ly to have fo great a Diſinclination : For as we en- 
creaſe and improve, our Demands for it will ſtill be 
encreaſing: and when Norway and. the Baltick fail 
we muſt look out for another Market; to buy at 


greater Expence. It would be endleſs to mention all 
the Articles, ſuch as Gunpowder, Fans, 'Toys, Gars 


den Sceds, Oc. we might fave in. 

Uros the whole, by proper and prudent Manages 
ment we might ſave of our Imports at leaſt 2 50,0007. 
and Export in ſome of theſe very Articles at leaſt 
100000}, This would make a very conſiderable Al- 


teration in our Commerce to the Benefit of the King- 


dom. Having now laid open to the View of the 
Publick the ſeveral Branches of our Trade both in 


our Exports and Imports, and conſider'd the Bal- 


lance as ariſing. from-our Eſtimates in the Cuſtom= 
Houſe Books, I will conſider it a little further, and 


| x, what in my Opinion may be reaſonably pre- 
um d a Ballance upon the whole Demand upon us, 


ſo as the Kingdom may not diminiſh in Wealth. 


Tux Ballance at a Medium as before mention'd 
was computed at 1721881. 75. 4j if the Fraight of the 
Tunnage of Iriſh Shipping, amounting at a Medium 
to 37453 Tuns, which computed at 40 5. per Tun, (and 
this I am afraid, is conſiderably above the Medium of 
Fraight upon our Shipping) amounts to 74906 /, If 
this I ſay be added to the Ballance, it will make it 
247094. 76. 4, Upon this it might be reaſonably 
imagin'd that Ireland ſhould improve, grow Rich, and 
encreaſe in Trade; but by Experience we find the 
contrary. Within theſe 3 or 4 Years our Stock and 
Money has leſſen'd, notwithſtanding the Markets af 
ate at an exceſſive Price, for Things con- 

ſum d 
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fum'd at home, this has in a great Meaſure been o- 
ing to bad Seaſong, Which have taken off our Ex- 
ports upon Grain, and occaſion'd our Imports upon 
that Article to be dearer, by the Riſe of Markets 
abroad. But that is not all: our Luxury daily in- 
ereaſes, inſomuch that our Imports for the Vear 1726 
exceeded the Medium of laſt 7 Vears, by the Sum of 
186667 J. 65. 64. wherein the laſt Year's Import is 
included. But excluſive of that, taking the Medium 
at ſix Years before, viz. 812281 J. 5s. 5%. the Increaſe 
of our Imports in 1726, amounts to 217778 J. 10s. 
119. whereof French Wine amounts to 26000 /. more 


Port and Spaniſb Wine to 12.500 
Brandy to 7400 
— ˙ — ͤ—— 14 12500 


Bone-Lace, - —- 2000 
Was” < --.- :.' - gee 
Coals, $7 - ⁵ ⁸ ² 
Hops. 421000 

w | - _-_ - . aa; 

Callicoes, ! - - =-' '- £400 
Silk Manufacture, 12000 
Cambricks —- = = 4000 
Muſlin, - - 1500 
* —  _ - 2408 
Sa t. 8 828 _ - 3000 
Silk AW = - 9000 
brown undyed. 4000 


Total of the Exceſs = = 1 38800 


T nz other Articles are not ſo material, ſo I need 
not recapitulate them here. This only ſhews that 
our Importations that Year were not totally owing 


to the Diffcultics put 1 * the Trade of the Ie of 
Man, but in a great Meaſure to our encreaſing 


Luxury. Uzan 


* 


.*- Uron the whole, if our Exports, by the Profit 


[ 57 7 ; 


of the Merchants upon Fraight and Foreign Sale, 
and the Prices of our Goods at Market here, don't 
over-ballance our Imports according to Valuation, 
at leaſt 400,0007. I don't think Ire/and can have any 
Ballance in its Favour. For if we conſider the 
Rents return'd into England, of Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen reſiding there, thoſe who have Civil Employ- 
ments and keep Deputies, General Officers and other 
Military Perſons abſent, Penſioners and Half-Pay 
Officers,  Poſt-Office, Gentlemen who go there for 
Education, young Heirs: who go there to ſpend and 
ruin their Fortunes ; all put together can't be leſs 
than what J have — 

Ir a Calculation J have ſeen of a Perſon lately of 
eminent Diſtinction and Learning, was taken with 
Accuracy, it exceeds it conſiderably, and amounts to 
456000 J. per Ann. Tis computed thus. 


Rents to Noblemen and Gentlemen reſiding 
> in England, h 

Thoſe who have Civil Employments and 
keep Deputies, r 0M 
Military Officers abſent, $0000 
Gentlemen who go for Education, and to 


300000 


2 
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ſpend their Fortunes, 60000 
Penſioners and Half-Pay Officers, 20000 
Poſt-Office, { | 6000 | 

; h | 456 
If to this be added the abſent Troops we} ., 

pay in Giberalter, at leaſt * 

The Total amounts to 486000 


To this ſhould be added the Intereſt of Money 
paid in Exgland; the Intereſt of Money here being 
higher 


n 


. . | « 
,” * . * 
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fects us, and by Reaſon of theſe Pracghts 


upon us, is generally two thirds of the Year, from 
2 to 4 per Cent, above Par, | 


Tnus may be ſcen how our Trade ftands in rela- 


tion to our general Ballance; and how careful we 


ought to be to retrengh in Time, e're we too fatally 


* 
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terwards ſtemming the Current to prevent finking. 


find the Effects of our encreaſing Luxury, before 
Idleneſs and Debauchery prevail too far among the 
middle and lower Ranks of Men: theſe readil) 


811] - follow the Examples of thoſe of higher Station; ef- 


pecially in what they ought not; they think at 
reſent to glide cafily with the Stream, without re- 
Redting upon the almoſt inſuperable Difficulty of at» 


__ I$8#A4ALL next make particular Eſtimates of our 


hal alſo remark what Advantages or Diſadvantages 


k Exports aud Imports to, and from the ſeveral Na» 


tions with whom we Trade, as they arc diſtinguiſh'd 
in the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, and obſerve where the 
Ballance lies with each of them, As I proceed I 


e have 8 occur to me) in our Trade with each 


reſpectively. In this England has and ought to have 
the Preference; as well upon Account of our being 


Embark d upon the fame Bottom, as that our Trade 


is but a Branch of their extended Commerce, (the 
Ballance of which I ſhall demonſtrate we pour in up- 
on them, in Return for the Protection they have 
from time to time afforded us) .as alſo upon account 
of the Greatneſs of our Exports to, and Imports 


from them and their Plantations, which exceed conſi- 
derably the Trade we have with all other Nations 
join'd together, rs 


: > \ 


[531 = 
An AssrAAer of che Exports, Imports and Ballance I 
a Lady-Day 1727. e 43 1 
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ly 1719 447659 2 11 476187 14 | 28528 11 3 N 

1720 363529 10 5 375803 8 + 1114373 19.38 i 

* 1721} 440946 17 64 gog6c5s 6 31341 11 © *. ks 

at 1722'} 544002 7 3x 507737 10 36264 17 10 1 

Co 1723 | 55443 1 f 519362 5 1 | $4068 16 44 11 

fs 1724476632 14 104 441799 3 34836 11 4] = 

, I 1725 | 467949 2 7, ore 6 433700 3 3+ 
1726 | 495497, 13 33] 559261 10 3 1 92763 27.6 i 
—11—— — — — = Rr... 
otal. 13790648 10 993799406 4 137508 16 17|137266 10 4 
edium 473831 I 4ig 473800 15 30 5 7 4 


| | Pts? Pe if 
he Medium of our Exports thither, 2 
cooling of Linnen and Linnen Yaro$267000 o 0® | 

about ä WT 
By Wool, Woollen and Worſted Yarn 117554 15 105 f 


a5 15 10k | 


' ; 
Copper Oar about 1900 | 
F cat her 8 | Ho. ap i 80 = 
Hair — — = 2000 | 


Raw Hides - = = 2900 „. 
1 be 
Calve Skins - — _— ; 
Goat and Kid Skins 1100 | 
Sheep and Lamb Skins = = 6844 
Rabbit Skins - - 4100 
Tallow ©» - =- 19760}. 


Total of all 4399 


Tux other Articles; which make up the Remain- 
Ader of our Exports amounting to about 33900 J. a 
BET Goods Re-exported about 1 5000, chiefſy Wine — 
Brandy; Beet, Butter, Candles, Fiſh, Flannel, Frize, 
mall Horſes, Hogs-lard, Pork, Rape-Sced and other 
BAT - fmall Parcels, which are generally the Proviſions and 
wy little Neceſſaries, Collyers and other Seamen carry 
Well with them, in their Portage on their return home. 
WH By this it appears plainly, that we Export to 
EH © Exgland the firſt Principles of their Manufactures 
(of ſeveral Kinds, viz. Wool, Oar, Skins, Hair, 
| Feathers, Hides, and Tallow, about 174900 J. 
in Linnen Yarn about goooo). ſo there is above 
[HT 262900. exported- to them ef ſuch Things a-s 
ere abſolutely neceſſary for carrying on and encrea- 
ing their Commerce, and for employing their 
{47 - People, the Linnen Yarn being particularly uſe- 
ful in carrying on their Northern Manufactures of 
Linnen and Mixtures of Linnen with Wool and Cot- 
ton. And our Linnens amounting to about 1770007. 
is made a Manufacture there, by being ſtamp'd of 
ſtain'd, and faves a great deal of their rich Manu- 
factures in Wool, &c. for Exportation; which is fo 
much ſav'd from Foreigners in our Hands for their 
aufe, being afterwards — in Britain, where all our 
IF} Redundant Caſh goes. So that of all our Exports 
to Englznd, there is not 34000). Luxuriouſly ſpent in 
It, conſequently they myſt be a great Benefit to their 
Trade and Commerce. | ; 


The Imports from England at a Medium, are nearly 
© 473800). per An. and chiefly conſiſt of the follow= 
ing Articles of Valuc annex'd, viz. | 


: | J. 
Bark — — — 12500 
Books — — — = 
Bottles - 3400 
Candle Wick = . 640 
: | Wool 


[55] 


| '  Wook-Cards -—- = © im = i 800 

| | Coals : „ -*<+-  - 00009 

. Coffee „ e 6176 

r Wheat and Barley — - + $0000 

3 Draper = 1 BIG 

F Drugs 2 * — 3000 

Allum . - 1200 

"I Cochineel | gn - 2800 

8 Indico - — — 4200 

6 Log-Wood = = BY 2200 

28 — and Ware 5 goon 

6 Steel * „„ 1 

8 Lead. = - _, - 1: AM 

' Cambricks - — 3000 

r - Hollands *' = 4 bo 2000 

& Lawns - — — 1000 

f Muſlins - — — 138197 

— ? Mower: ii - — J 00 

. Millenary Ware — 2000 

f Calicoes - - — 1000 

— Salt and Rock = - - 10000 

0 Manufacture - — 23000 

ir Silk Ran 3 : - 15 

Ir Thrown- undyed = — — 12900 

8 Pewter and Iin = =" - "ao | 

n Whale Bone — 2 — 2100 | | 

ir Wood and Ware - 29 19 3800 i 

Cotton and Yarn = * 1 
Grogram Yarn - - 1900 

1 Salt Petre - - 2000 

(= Groceries of Fruits and Spice 10700 
Small Parcells . 4400 
Battery and Braſs Shruff - - 330 

0 Cheeſe — - 560 | 

o i Camblets - — - 1 

0 Copper-Plates - — oo 

1 Red-Wood - — 4880 


Earthen- 


[51 


Garden Seeds 555 - 800 


(VP : — 
- — — 
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T atsE with ſome other ſmall Articles and the 


Of which there is of their own Produce and Manufac- 
tures 248439. ſrom the American Colonies and b 
the Eaſi- India Company 167 5361. and by the Dutch, 
Hemiſb, Baltick and Mediterranean Trades 57400 J. 
there is about 7800 Value of Tobacco imported by 
way. of Scotlaud; but being all from the Engliſh Plan- 
tations I have plac'd the whole here. | 

T nus ſtands the Trade between England and Ire- 
and; by which it plainly appears that all to a trifle, 
which we Export to them, are either of the greateſt 
Uſe, and an immenſe Gain to them by ANG 
2 e ther 


A. 
# 0M 


f It Farthen-Ware - a, 00 
1 Herrings - 2 — Is 
oy Fuſtians oY = F4ovo 
| 5 Glaſs and Ware V 

| = =, a - - Ss _47ooo 

Wn Gold and Silver Thread and Lace $5350 

— JF - - "ao 
bl lates 2 oy 700 

110 Snuff > — — 2300 

10 | Stockings * 1 4 500 
100 Pitch and Tar ü ð ðñ˙sſ 8" 
ll Cyder . = - - 2500 
C ill E 

—1 104 — „ T7; A 9329 

1 1 Toys 2 - 20 5 2 

W111 | Fanns - 8 — 860 

1 9 r — 670 

1 Paper 1 * yy 1000 

N ä - 600 


; Hemp _ 4 — 4 3000 ; 
Apples - - — 621 


Me — 30000 es enn oo 
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rn 
their Trade and Commerce abroad, and employing iſ 
a great Number of induſtrious Poor at home, or ſay= ä 
K from Foreigners by whom they muſt otherwiſe 
neceſſarily be ſupply d: Conſequently this is ati Ad- 
dition of Power and Wealth to the Britti/h Domini | 
ons. The Goods we import from thence, ate either 
a "redundancy of their Produce and ManutaQtures, 
which loys and maintains a great Number of in- 
duftrious Farmers and Manufacturers; or ſuch Colo. 
ay and Eaft=India Goods as employ a great Number 
of their largeſt and beft Ships, which conſequently 
promotes Navigation and Seamen, and loys a 
great many Hands in their Colonics, who in Return 
take off great Quantitics of their richeſt and beſt 
Manufactures. <> can _ | 


I ſhall next conſider the State of our Trade with 
Scctland and I/Je of Man, and annex an Abſtract of 
our Exports, Imports and Ballance, with that 
Part of Britain for the like Term of eight, Years, 
. | 1 
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Years | Exports. : Imports. 


" | 5. AJ. J. „ A, 
1719 13690 19 © [37868 19. 3x] 
1720 10352 4 4 27700 18 47 
1721 [11256 1 2429161 10 10 17 
172214398 2 8 27468 14 10! 
1723 43578 33497 2 44 
1724 21250 O 3 255 9.— 
1725 [10023 12 4 38938 0 3z| 289 
that ; 9384 g 2 of 20762 13 231 20 


9 


I 


18 


+ 


.A. 


+} 


17 10; 
Dur 
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; Our Expo to aul and 1 1 Man confi 4 


Oatmeal about „ . Good 
Other Grain = - „ 600 
Beef and Kine — — 10000 
Horſes — — — 1800 


Hides 


Butter, Cheeſe, Soap, Liancn,and Mutton boo 
Small Parcels 5 "oh - 1200 


— 


Total „ 1) . 10 


Some other ſmall Articles with Wine and 3 
make up the Medium. 


Our Imports from thence conſiſt 0 : 

82 n N 0 3 

+**-»* Coals about „ ol 
Tobacco = - — — hoo 
— Bark eo Look 3 A 1400 
Brandy — 4 2 32 
Barley kid Malt | - 880 
Groceries TIRE 3 — 
Linnen and Lahe „„ 
Wine * 
Timber — — — 22400 
Linnen-Varr2nmnngmznm 18350 


Small Parcels - 1. Oe wn 
| Herrings 1 e 


Total — - — 31700 
Some other trilling Articles alle ap the Medium. 


Tur Importations from North=Britain and Ile of 


Mar vary” but little, conſiſting chiefly of Coals and 
120 N Tobacco; 


RS ᷣͤ TV ĩ ˙ô i. 
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Tobacco; for which our Demands are etty con- 


59 1 


ſtant, and nearly equal. Our Export being chiefly 


of Oat-meal, riſes or falls as our Harveſts are plenti- 
ful or otherwiſe. Upon this Trade there is occaſion 


for very little Animadverſion, it being very ſmall and 


to be underitood at firſt View. By deducting our | 


ſmall Ballance with England, from our Contra-Bal- 
lance with Scoland; we loſe by Britain not includi 


their Colonies 17652 J. 113. 62 d. I am'oblig'd to 


ſtate. our Trade with the Briti/b Colonies in America, 
as an Appendage of Britain; our Imports from 
thence being all accounted for in our Importations 
from Britain, where they muſt all be firſt enter d be- 
fore they can be admitted into Ire/and, except Lum- 


ber. and Grain not being Bond Goods, whieh I pre- 


ſume might be allow'd to be landed here. 


Here follows an Abſtract of our American Exports, 


tor the ſame Years with thoſe of the laſt Abſtract, 
U1Z, 7 8 : V Es . 


** a 
=O 


ves Our Exports to America conſiſt of 
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165/ J S, d. Sis. eee 4 | pts 
I719 77190 '08 8; | | Beef about 51500 


1720-| 88980 18 9 | | Butter 10000 


1721 | 68404 3 5 _ = 8600 
1722 | 74344 9 6; || Linnen —= Jos 
1723 82809 6 9: Fiſh OY 88905 
1724 | 96825 8 10 Bread 1300 


1925 | 103098 2 4: | | Cliceſe and Candles 1909 
ene e,, CE 


| 


4 * 
* 3 1 - 
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Sn l ——— 
Total 702863 17 f Total 8679 
| Which with ſome other 


The Medium of which is 


our annual Ballance, viz.| | ſmall Articles make u 


878.5 J. 199, 8 Kd. the Medium 
7057 : 8 H 2 852 


1 
ö 


eee 
Ou Imports from America being already ac- 
counted for; the Cont ra- Ballance fi . — alone 
muſt be deducted from the American: The Ballance 
rom Britain in our Favour, including the Colonies, 
will ches amount to 750205. 8 iN. 
Tuus ſtands our. Trade at preſent with Great- 
Braain and their Colonics, and without farther Ani- 
madyerhon- it might be imagin d that they were 
- Loters' by their Trade and Intercourſe with us: 
Fut when: this Ballance comes to be fubſtracted from 
Ern upon us by thoſe who have Eſtates, 
Empleyments or Penfions, and reſide in Britain; 
by others. who go there to tpend, or for Education, 
r we pay abroad; which as com- 
puted before, Shouttee to 4860004, then Britain 
will be a Gainer by Jrelaud 4157944 11 5s, 104 d. 
if to this be added the Monopoly of Wool, Woollen, 
and Worfted Yatn; of which we fend annually to 
En;lan4 2596049" Stone, at 16 Paund to the Stone, 
(the computed Price at a Medium of Wool and 
arn is 10. 4 . 


Manufactured; if fo, a Stone of Wool Manufactured 


is worth 34, 145, 8 4. and the Profit from Ireland to 
Bgiaud would then amount to 730340“. 195. 04. 


Another ingenious Gentleman who wrote upon the 
Trade of roland in +667 ſays, three Pounds worth 


of 
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| of Wool and Oyl when Manafadtur'd into white 


0 r this Nate the Gain to Britain 

© upon our Woot, computing ſuch as we fend worth | 

, 14.4. Iriſh there, would be 9167 101. 65. gd. this | 
Computation n of white Cloths as Sold im If 

— England, betore they are dyed and exported;'the 

— Profit upon Exportation after dying is to be added. 

6 which, if I fhould ſay amounts to one half more, 1 

E eme, eur the Truth: — 

n Computation ve gi is very much within 

85 Bounds. -- 6.80 ME. | wa Gon 

7 I can't but obſerve here how apt People are to 

n. err in Calculations, when they have not Facts to 

— build upon. "The Author of the Atlas Maritimas at 

i Commercialis affirms, that 40000 Packs of Woollen 

d. Yarn are ſent from hence to England in a Seaſon, 

n, This he computes at 240 J. per Pack or 15 Stone to 

to the Pack, which would thus amount to 600 

"A Stone of Woollen Yarn ſent to them annually, be- 

d ſides the Wool; whercas what we ſend is but 103459 

In Stone, not much above one Sixth Part. This we 

d. are ſure is Fact; ſince it can't be ſuppos'd we run in 

g any to Englaud, whatever is done elſewhere: But he, 

ve like others, at random runs away with the miſtaken 

c) Notion that the Iriſþ Trade is prejudicial to Eng- 

d. land, and gives this vaſt Importation of Woollen 

on Yarn as an Inſtance, to ſhew how much is taken away 

by from the Spinners there; which by a wrong Calcu- 

x4 lation of juſt ;, he ſays at 3 4, per Pound ſpinning } 

ol amounts to 2400007. being as he ſays, at 6/7. per 

44 Pack, which upon 40000 Packs is the above Sum; 

lat whereas at 240 J. per Pack, which he lays down as the 

en weight, and at 3 4. per Pound ſpinning, it is but 3 J. per 

ed Pack, and conſequently but 120000 J. gain to us by his 


—— : But there being really no more than 103459 
tone exported, at 3 d. per Pound; the Profit to Ire- 
land amounts to no more than 20691 J. 16 5. o d. a ſmall 


dum to grudge to the Poor of Ird/aud, when ſuch an 


immenſc 


12 
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Perſon, fince his Calculations. are equally wide; in 


dur Linnens he: computes we ſend to England two 


Millions of Vards, whereas we ſent there in 1726, 
336480 Yards; In Wool and Varn he computes 
we- fend ::100000 Packs which at 15 Stone to the 
Pack, would umourit to 1 500000, inſtead of 227049 
tht:true Number ſent from thence; which does not 
much exceed ; of his Computation; but enough of 
cis Digreiftenaa Wer) 
Tus Profit England gains upon other Articles being 
no Monopoly, L make no Obſervations upon it but 
this; That the Linnen and Linnen- Varn as it is im- 
— there by working and ſtamping, ſiuce we can't 
xport it ſtrip'd or ſtain'd with Colours, or with 
any other Mixture, is ſo far . and ſince 
they would otherwiſe take it from Foreigners, it is 
ſo much ſav d as I ſaid before, and contributes to the 
Power and Wealth of Britain by enabling us to take 
fo many more of their rich Manufactures 
AF the two Articles already mention'd, may be 
added the Freight and Employment given to Britiſh 
Shipping; the Tunnage of which at a Medium of 
three: Vears, amounts to 1557 35%, which at 17. 10 5. 


ger Tun Freight, is 2336087. This, conſidering how 


many are employ'd in the American Trade, I can't 
think without! Bounds: For the Tunnage in the 
Coal Trade does not much exceed; , being at a Me- 
dium 61081 Tuns, about one ſixth of which may be 


computed to be lriſh; ſo. the Britiſb Tunnage em 


ployd' will not exceed 50901, there would then be 
about 104700 Tun of their Shipping, employ d up- 
on other Freights; and the Colliers being fuppos | 
at Icaſt to make 105. per Tun Freight; this woul 


WI raiſe the Freight upon others, to about 17. 19s. 8 4. | 
oder Tun, which I ſuppoſe not much to * NN the 
| WHT" | ruth. 


ininienſe Gain is made by our Wool and Var. In 
another Book lately publiſh'd:;; intitled, a Plan of the 
Engliſh Commerce, and! probably wrote by the ſame 
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By the Monopoly of Iriſs: Wool 
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Truth. Since alſo a great Quantity of our Goods, 
is ſent abroad by "Commiſſion from Engla#d, they 
have the Benefit of the Sale of theſe Goods in Fo- 
reign Markets. Lug OLDUL SHOUB 0? rann 


Lon, LUSISEVL 21 GU F105, wes : 

The Benefit -thehraceruing? to\Britaly from Ireland 
2 ane 1 6 #4 5. 
will appear chus 

asd 7; das LIE! + 


* 


Money ſpent in Eug land over in! 0,» 
above the Ballance ſubtractec i 
as before, and by Payments ce #1794 11 10 f 
Troops abroad 


I $ 678573. 15 6 
By Freight of Nritiſb Shipping, 5 233668 


11 "ob 2 


Total ß ene, 132797 7 44 


i * 


ney about 


* 


Which amounts to in E 8/4 Moti 37 11, 2h 
Bur leaſt it might. be thought that 30 5. per Jun 
is more than the Engliſh gain by the Freight of Sli p- 1 
ping; I ſhall deduct ig. per um from the Freight, i | 
which comes to 77869 2 05. 8a. and then they will 
be Gainers by the Trade and Rents of frelpud. 
12501071. 0s. 8d. Iriſb M, pt. 8 | 
To this may be ge e i viced OR 
they make upon the Iriſb Lin- 14 ee 
nens that they, ſtamp or ſtain , 
* 0 at 12 d. per Yard export= || J. . d. 
„amounts at a Medium to the4 
Value of 177000}. upon this 1475.19 0 
i 1 
| 


they make 10 d. per Yard at! 97 
- P rofit when ftain'd or m—_— 
ſtamp'd, their Gain upon it 


then is, 


wd | 


The 


"T9 | 


The Linnen Yarn, at a Medium 

... exported at 12 d. per Po 

amounts to about 90000 J. an a hr 

the Profit upon it ManufaQtur'd l 

being at le 1.50 per Ceaty, when | 2 [ 
ſold in the Engliſh Market, with- 

out co 1 the Profit when 

exporte from nee, comes to 


Their Profit upon Skins, Oar, 

Tallow, Kelp, 1751 when ma-| 3 | 4 

88 d may be rcaſonably! 1 K* 
d double of the Value! | 0 0 

he en rar y from Ireland; 0 

.. which being above 55000 their 

| Profit may be computed the 


UVIZs 


p p i 
» = 
— * 
2 P - _— . _—- © 
— — —L—w— g — WE —_ [ 5 — 
— — » CD PSY \ = 
© 4 © > | a ** „ * — is — 
l . - < 
— — — —— — — _ * — ' - - © 
nt — 
_ - 1 — — — 
* — ä — 
- - 4 
. 
* 
* Ll 


— = 


— * 
2 — — — . ory 


* — 


As all this ĩs neat Gain above the 
Value of the Goods we export 

to Britain (and the profitable 
Goods we ſend to them, upon 
which the above Profit is Fo. ers | 
amount to 4400004.) with which] 
we pay for the Brizi/h Commo- 
dities imported to us, we may 
add at leaſt ſo much more to the 
Gain Britain makes ef Ireland; 
ſince if there was no ſuch King⸗ vt 
dom they would want a vent 
for ſo many of their profitableq . 
E ©. 20588 no other Ki 

a demand or them; 


this their Profit is — 
at leaſt 
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Trade and Commerce of Feland, _ 


when exported by Britain to | 


"PREY - 
This being added to the fore) mY 
going Sum of 1250107 l. o 8d. 


then the total Benefit Britain 
reaps from the Neighbourhood, 


nnr 
5 11971 


| (in which is riot included the 7 2027607 — 8 
Profit made upon Our Goods, f 1 l | 


Forreign Countries) amounts 
"0 Pal ages > alk 
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To this alſo may be added the great Advantage 

ariſing to Britain, in their Tranſactions with foreign 
Princes and States, by having 12000 Veteran Troops 
maintain'd in Irelaud, without any Expence or 
Trouble, ready to aſſiſt them upon any Emergency, 
either at home or abroad; the Pay of which amounts 
to 362668 7. 115. 33. as alſo the Benefit they haye 
in providing for many of their Cadets, or younger 
Children, by the beneficial Livings and Employments 
here. If ſuch and ſo many are the Advantages which 
Britain Reaps from the Neighbourhaod of Ireland, 
by their Rerits, Wooll and Trade, How groſly ig- 
norant muſt thgſe be, who maintain it, would be bet- 
ter for Britain that Ireland was ſunk, or not to have 
had it in their Neighbourhood. This Set of People 
are fill'd with a Notion, that it has been a perpetu- 
al er and Expence to England, and a drai of 
their Men and Money, by the frequent Rebellions 
of the Iriſh; whereas it is manifeſt except the Con- | 
queſt by Henry the IId. and the Armies brought over 
20 King John and Richard the IId. Ireland was no. 
Lxpence to them from the firſt Landing of the Eu- 
Ciſb under Stronghow, until the latter end of Queen. 
Elizabeth's Reign, but was ſerviceable in ſeveral of ? 
their Wars with France and Scotland; and during 
that whole Time they Ao by the Rents and 
| | Trado 


* 
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Trade of Ireland. And tho' the Crown of England, 


| # in the latter End of Queen Elizabeth's Reign by ber, 


Parſimony, and after the Iriſh Rebellion in 1641, was 
at a conſiderable Expence, yet the Body of the Peo- 
ple of England gain d vaſtly more by the Iriſþ Rents 
and Trade, than the dun expended and ſent over 
to pay the Troops that reduced the Rebels here: as 
to the late Reduction of Ireland after 1688, tho' for 
three Cam _ it was very expenſive to England , 
et from the Year 1660 to that Time, they reap'd 
y the Rents, Oc. of Ireland three times the Sum 
which was expended by them upon the laſt Reducti- 
on; and ſince that time until now, they may juſtl 
acknowledge they have gain'd a Million and RT, 
ly by Ireland, in all about 39 Millions flerl. All 
which would have been loſt to them, had there been 
no ſuch Country, or had it been in the Hands of Fo- 


reigners. 5 
| fx is plain then that Ire/aud inſtead of being a. 
Charge to Britain, is of the greateſt Benefit, and. 


the Crown and People of England: a Country whilſt 
in the Hands of Proteſtants of Briti/h Extraction, 

rotected and look d upon with a favourable Eye by 
them, in the Poſſeſſion of their Properties, Rights, 
and Privileges, conſiſtant with the good of its | 
ther Country, that will be of the greateſt, Moment 
to them, in contributing to ſupport the Honour and. 
Dignity, of the Crown, and the Power, Wealth and 
Naval Strength of Brita. We will always, when. 
well treated, with chearful and willing Hearts ſpend, 
among them, the ſurpluſage of our Rents and Bal- 
lance gain'd by Trade, as a tribute due to our Pro- 
tector and elder Brother. We will by our Induſtry 
and Labours provide them with many Neceſſaries to 


carry on their Trade, and for their home Conſump- 


tion, which they muſt, now neceſſarily have from 
Foreigners: By this means we would have Returns, 
. 15 to 


may be term'd the choiceſt Jewel and Acquiſition of 


F . / d De 


N | 
” 


If! 
to give them, for the many and choice Commodities 
we take from them. In this Commerce they are li- 
able to no Interruption from the Chicane of Foreign 
Princes and States: And what the poor induſtrious 
Inhabitants of Ireland gain that way, is certainly by 
other Channels poured back into Britain as has been 
ſhewn already; whereas whatever is taken from Fo- 
reigners which Ireland can ſupply them with, of | 
equal Goodneſs and Cheapneſs, is plainly encreaſinę 
and employing the People of a foreign Prince inſtead 
of thoſe under the Britiſh Government, and what= i 
ever they gain by that Trade centers with themſelves |} 
and has no other Channels by which it returns to 
Britain. 
By this we may ſee the Falſity of Dr. Davenant's | 
Argument, when we were depriv'd of the Benefit of 
the woollen Manufacture here, he reaſons againſt ſet- 
ing up the Linnen and Hempen Manufactures in Ire 
land; alledging, if we ſupply'd Eugland with Linnens, } 
the Hamburgh Trade would be loſt in great Meaſure 
by their having no ſufficient Returns to make to 
them tor the Goods they took from England, their 
Linnens being the only Returns they could make. 
Now it is plain from this way of Reaſoning, that he 
maſt mean that either that Trade muſt always be a- 
gainſt Britain upon the Ballance, or that they could 
not expect to Trade with them if they receiv'd a Bal» 
lance from Hamburgh; and conſequently that Trade, 
as then carried on, was of no Benefit to Britain; for 
if England conſumed at home as many Hamburgh Lin- 
nens or more than the Value of the Goods carried 
there, then we were either barely Savers or loſt by 
that Trade, and Hamburgh muſt have a Ballance in re- 
turn from England, which would not be poured back 
again any other way as it would from Ireland; thus 
the Benefit would redound to Hamburgh inſtead of | 
_ England, and the foreign Poor be employ'd inſtead of 
thoſe under our Government; whereas by the eſta= | 
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blind Maxims of Trade, a wiſe and prudent Natis 


on ſhould endeavour to procure fewer Importations 


brought into it. But tho' this leſſening of the Vent 
of Hamburgh Linnens was of Conſequence when in 
distinction with ſetting up the Linnen Manufacture 
in Ireland, yet it was not once mention'd when in 
competition with the Eaſt India Callicoes and Muſ- 
lins, which he owns leſſen'd as well as lower'd the 
Hamburgh Linnens ; but the common prevailing opi- 
nion of Ireland's being a dangerous Rival to Eng- 
land in Trade, and a perpetual Expence, made all 
Objections againſt it go down eaſily, which at other 
Times would not have been advanc d. Joe 
Taxvs having plainly ſhewn of what Conſequence 
Ireland is to Britain, whilſt encreafing in Wealth and 
Numbers, and protected in the Enjoyment, of our 
Religious and Civil Liberties; I ſhall here, more ful- 
iy to convince thoſe in Britain, who have run away 
WAR with a contrary Notion, ſhew the Danger they muſt 
de in from Irelaud, and the Expence they muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be at, in caſe at any time hereafter ſuch 
dangerous Politicks ſhould prevail there, as to fo- 
ment Jealouſics and an between us, 
or oppreſs us in our Taxes and Trade, to make us 
poor and diſpirited. By ſuch Methods our nume- 
rous Poor muſt encreaſe, for Want of Money and 
Trade to employ them, and become a Burthen to 
the remainder; the Value and Rents of Lands muſt 
fall, and the whole Community be turbulent and un- 
eaſy, wiſhing for any Change to alter their Conditi- 
on; the Returns to Britain would annually leſſen, 
as alſo our Demand for their Goods by having no 
ſufficient Returns to make them; by our Indolence 
and Diſpiritedneſs our Revenue would decreaſe, and 
yet the Taxes ſeem more burthenſome by the Peo- 
ple's becoming poorer and the Numbers leſs: We 


would not then be able to keep up the Eſtabliſh- 


than Exportations, that a Ballance in Caſh might be 


ment, 


691 
ment, and yet a greater Force would, be reꝗuiſite ta 
_ us N Thus we ſhould become a 
perperual Charge to England, or otherwiſe be ops 
pre 


sd with greater Taxes than our Circumſtances. - 


could bear, and be ſo weak and diſpirited, as not ta 
be either capable or willing to defend our. felves ' 
againſt a Foreign Enemy were we, invaded, or 1a 
turbulent as to be apt to join with any who ſhould 
invade us; or in caſe any future Prince ſhould ever 
incline to be arbitrary in Britain, the Army which 
would be deem'd neceſſary to keep Ireland in Subjecy 
tion, would be the Means made uſe of to, bring it 
about, Theſe would be the neceflary Conſequences 
upon following ſuch unhappy Maxims in Politickss, 
how far differegt from the preſent Harmony! which | 
I hope by the Diſpoſition of thoſe in Power will dats 
ly increaſe; and Ki the Favours they ſhew us in con- 
curring with and aſſiſting us in the Improvement of 
Ireland, and enabling us to become more wealthy, 
and caſy, we will gratefully repay by the Millions 
we will throw in upon them from the r of 
our Induſtry at home and Commerce abroad. This 
I am confident in Time will increaſe the Naval Pow= 


er and Wealth of Britain to that Degree, by the l- 


creaſe of its Colonies and Trade abroad, and by the 
Protection of its Fleets, that they will think it con- 
yement to enlarge the Bottom at home aud incorpo- 
rate us with them, there being 'Trade and Commerce. 
abroad ſufficient to employ and maintain all the 
Hands in Britain and Ireland were they double what 
they are. As London is now opulent and rich by be- 
ing the Scat of Empire, and Reſidence of the Court, 
where all the Men of Fortune and greateſt Expence 
do generally reſide; ſo upon ſuch an Union, Britain 
as being the Seat of Empire, would ſtill almoſt en- 
groſs all the Wealth perpetually flowing from the 
diſtant Members and Colonies, as from the diſtant 
Counties now into London. This is demonſtrably 


certain, 
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certain, that upon an Union with England and In- 
hrgement of the Trade of Ireland, all the acquired 
Wealth that Treland would have from a conſtant and 
— Employment of their induſtrious Poor, would 
pour d into England by the Rich; and Ireland 
could never be richer or have more Money, than 
vhat would be ſufficient to employ the Poor and cir- 
eulate their Trade: For as the Blood in the natural 
y circulates through the Heart in greater Quan- 
tity and with greater Velocity than through the Ex- 
treams, fo all the Wealth of a Nation through the 
Capital and Centre of Empire and Trade. 
Tus ſhould Ireland encreaſe upon an Union in 
their Numbers and Induſtry, and acquire two Milli- 
ons from abroad more than was ſufficient for their 
home Conſumption, at leaſt { of this would be car- 
2 into Britain by various and many Channels. It 
m then only proceed from a narrow and ſelfiſh Way 
of thinking, that Ireland can ever be ſuppos'd to ri- 


ral England in Trade, whilſt a Member of their Em- 


E. ere it in the Hands of a Foreign Nation, or 
it Extent and Numbers ſufficient to be a State of 
it ſelf, it would then be a dangerous Rival; But the 
taſt of theſe is impoſſible from its Situation and 
Httle Extent, and the firſt can never happen whilſt 
the Britiſh Proteſtant Intereſt prevails in Ireland, and 
we are protected and regarded as their Brethren 
and Friends: nothing but Violence and Oppreſfion 
can ever give Ireland the leaſt Tendency that Way, 
which I have ſhewn can never happen while Reaſon 
prevails in the Britiſb Government. What Reaſon 
can then be given for not admitting Irelaud into a 
ſtricter Union and greater Privileges in Trade, but 
would have equally held againſt the admitting of 
Scotland and Wales: and yet we find that London, in 


being the Metropolis, reaps all the Benefit and ac- 


quir'd Wealth of thoſe diftant Members, as it did 
before of the Northern and Meſtern Counties of Eng- 
land: 
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land: It would be accounted: a, very narrow and lis 

ited wa of thinking and highly prejudicial to the 
Wealth wy Power o « the Pabel 50 
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greater Wealth acquir'd annually to the Publick, 
tho' it would be diſpers'd among more Hands, and 
ſome particular Perſons would not reap ſo great a 
Benefit as when confin'd to themſelves: Yet is it not 
from a parallel way of Reaſoning, that Ireland is de- 
priv'd of an Union with Britain, and of having ſeve- 
ral Privileges of Trade allow'd them, which they 
could; ſhew would add vaſtly to the Power and 
Wealth of the Britiſb Empire in general? Were w 
admitted into the fame Privileges. of Trade and in- 
corporated with them, would we not be liable to th® 
fame Taxes with Eng/anud? which we could bear in 
proportion as the diſtant Counties in England do, 
and the Enlargement of our Trade would pro- | 
cure us a Fund to bear it. Would not that caſe 
the Publick in Euglaud, and make us more formi- 
dable abroad? Would not the Encreaſe of our 
Riches and Numbers upon it, procure us greater 
Privileges in our Foreign Trakck, and enlarge 
our Commerce as we enlarg'd our Foundation at 
home, ſo, that we ſhould have full Employment? 
are we not of the ſame Religion and Lineage, and 
entitled to have theſe Privileges, ſince by them we 
would encreaſe the Riches, Power, and Security of 

| | Britain © 


Trade in 1710, amounted to 


1711 


Brian? No utiprejudic'd Man who has the teal Se- 
eurity and Strength of the Britiſb Empire at Heart, 


but muſt on that the encouraging Ireland in all the 


Improvements it is capable of, by adding to its 


Prade and Wealth, and uniting its Affections to 
Britain, is doing the greateſt Service to the Publick; 
wa de cloſer fuck” Un 
powerful we grow in Ireland, juſt fo much the 
more is added to the Security, Wealth, Power; and 


ion is made, and the more 


Fame of Britain. W 
I nor it won't be judg'd improper here a little 


to obſerve the Proportion our Trade bears to the ex- 


tended Commerce of Britain; which will alſo ſhew 
how much we contribute to them upon their general 
Ballance, and the Proportion of their Shipping we 
employ in our Trade. 
Tur Exports of England _m—_ their whole 
6690828 J. 156. 23 
their Ballance then was 23898721. 9s. 9 d. 6; in 
1715 their Exports were 7379409 J. 35. and Bal- 
lance 2256253 J. 185. 8 d. 1. If we ſeppee they 
have encreaſed ſince to 80000007. and the Ballance 
to 2500000 J. which would be a conſiderable Additi- 
on to the Trade and Wealth of Britain; near; as 


much, if not; is 2 by the Rents, Trade, Wool, 
r | | 


and Fraights of Ireland. 

Tux Tunnage of Shipping employ'd in England, 
at a Medium of 6 Years ending Chriſtmas 1727, a- 
mounts to 859305; the Tunnage of the Trade of 


Trelaud to 181901; which is to the Engliſh as about 


Ito 4.7 the Britiſh Tunnage employ'd in Ireland is 
1553785; ſo the Proportion we employ of Britiſh 
Shipping, is to their whole Tunnage as 1 to F. 4; 
it may alſo be obſerv'd, that the Total of our Ex- 
ports is to theirs, as 1 to 7. 3; and our Imports as 
x to 6; but their Ballance exceeds ours as 14 to 1; 
without taking Notice of the Draughts upon us 
otherwiſe. © 1 
0 Tus 
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Tus ads at pteſent our Trade with Bi 9 
aud their Colonies. Iis highly neceffary for 1910 = 
confider how we may increaſe our acid Jef 
ſen gur-Injports, that oy ay vob ſink through t | 
vaſt Draughts up ae ce, It is plain fine 
the Court muſt be there, all the Savings N have - 
= bs — you them, *. 0 by the 
With our Forei urs, WI 
there. The Great e Rich the Gay and” Youtig 
who are eaſy in x or Circumftance will alway 
crowd to 5 Circle of Pleaſure. However ' that 
thoſe, who have a prudent Regard for the Welfare 
of their Country, may know in what Imports W. 
may fave to beſt = 5 a inſert boine of 
Fe molt aerial; Ll 7 40 4 205 
| » R 


„ e 
| Yrapery gy I <> v, LS 
Farben- Ware FC 

Nee eee 3 | 

Fuftians -  » hs 15 4080 |} 
Glaſs Ware | - 
| | 


Gold » and Silver r Thrcad ad Lace, 


DE] - | 
I ſome of theſę Articles we might ſave all, but 
pon the whole we might reaſonably ſave j amount 
O17 nnr eng om od 3947 
Txt Monopoly of Wool and Woollen-Varn has 
been the greateſt occaſion of Complaint in Ireland, 
of np laid upon it by England's ingroſing ſo 


valuable a Branch of Trade to its ſelf. This the Eu- 


* * 


* * 


% claim as due to them, upon Account of the 
. 4 — from Time to Time — been at in re- 
ducing the Natives of Ireland, as alſo in protecting and 
reſtoring the Brin e when outed or diſturb- 
ed by the frequent Rebellions of the Iriſb. On the 
other fide we reply, that the Hardſhip is laid equal- 
-ly upon the Conquerors and conquer d, without re- 
gard to their own Off- ſpring, and of thoſe that bore 
the brunt of the War. Alſo by being confin'd to 
one Market, the Profit made by our Sheep; is too 
ſmall, we being only allow'd to ſpin it at the loweſt 
| 9 1 K* For by computing the Proportion 
of Wool and Yarn exported, the whole does not ex- 
ceed at a Medium 105. 4 d. per Stone; which cer- 
tainly muſt deſtroy our Sheep-walks, and put us up- 
on other ways of employing and improving our 
Lands. This Difficulty I would ln conſider as 
a Friend to the PEP nice, without any View of 
its being a Hardſhip to Irelaua, fince in my Opinion 
8 5 ave given us a full Equivalent for it, in the Ma- 
5 itaQture of Linnen and Hemp; in which they have 
o much cncourag'd us, that I hope they will in a little 
ime be fully ſupply'd from us, together with what 

hey make in Britaiy, and by that Means ſave from 
Toreigners 800000). at leaſt, if not a Million, in Lin- 
nens they formerly had from them before the riſe of 
qur Manufacture. I believe in this Computation, I 
am within Bounds; for Dr. Davenant allows that 
in 1703, the Dutch imported Linnens into England 
to the Value of 2137017. 195. 119. and ſays that 
by the, Report made to .the late King —_ in 
| | : 1097, 
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1697; the French imported Linnens to the Value of "= 
| L.'By a :omputation made in France in 1785 1 


and laid before the King of France, they compute 


4. gain'd by Linnens ſent by them annually 


into England; if to this be added the great Quanti- 
ty of Hamburgb Linnens imported, which is the bulk 
of the Linnens ſold in Exgland, the whole cannot be 
leſs than a Million fter/. Whilſt they continue then 


to encourage us fo far, as to ſupply them, and pre- 


ſerve ſo much Money in the Dominions of Britain, 
by giving us the Preference to Foreigners; we ought 
willingly to acquieſce in the Monopoly of Woot. 
However as the Iriſh Wool is now diſpoſed of, I 


ſhall confider whether it is ſo beneficial an Article to 


Britain as it might be. 

By their own Obſervations in Trade they know, 
that where high Duties or Prohibitions are Lid up- 
on any Species of Goods, either Exported or Im- 


ported, there a ſmugling and running Trade will be 


carry'd on; whilit there are Men in the World who 


will Riſque any Thing for Profit, it is unavoidable: 


They muſt hence conclude, that in Ireland ſuch Per- 


ſons finding a better Price in France and Holland for 


their Wool than in England, do carry on ſuch a ſtolen 
Trade, in ſpite of all the Care taken to prevent it : 
If this is F act, it ought to be carefully weigh'd 
whether the giving ſo material an Article as Iriſh 
Wool to — — in their Manufactures, and that 


in conſiderable 


the Sale of Eygliſb Wootlen Manufactures abroad, 


than prohibiting Ireland from ſending over to Britain 


3 of our Wool manufactur d, permitting only our 
ool and Woollen-Yarn, can at preſent be of Bene- 
fit to them. | UP 28-7 - 

As the Caſe now ſtands, the Conſequence will un- 
avoidably be this, either this muss lung rejudicial 
Trade will be carry'd on to the ſole Advantage of 
Foreigners, and leſſening the Sale and — 
© 149% 2 0 


uantities be not more prejudicial to 


1 


15 


? 
i 


of our Britiſb Manufacture abroad, or in Caſe a ſtop 
could be put to it, the Sheep-walks and Flocks of 
Sheep in Trelaud would be leſſen'd, and in a little 
Tims no more would be kept than were ſufficient to 
ſapply the Markets with Fleſh, and what Wool 
IF would be wanting to make up Cloaths for our home 
18 Conſumption. This laſt I am apt to believe will 
ab- Caſe , ſince our Exports of Wool and 
Yarn to England are conſiderably leſſen d. By look- 
ing back ſome time ago, I find in 1687 our Export | 
dot Wool to Britain amounted to 285125 ſmall Stones; 
in 1698, to 377520}; and at a Medium of laſt eight 
Years to Lady-day 1728, it was only 227049, which 
is above 58000 Stone leſs than in 1687, and 148000 
nearly leis than in 1698, tho' our woollen Manufac- 
ture was not prohibited *till the Year following. 
Would it not then be highly proper for the Legiſla- 
ture in Britain to conſider, as the Caſe now ſtands, 
whether tis better to be in this Dilemma, or to re- 
meve it quite? that is, whether we ſhould by carry- 
ing on the ſmugling Trade or leſſening our Sheeps 
walks, give them no more Wool on the one Hand, 
or on the other, be put upon ſuch a footing as to 
work our Wool to advantage, and employ our poor 
in Irelaud, whilſt at the ſame time England ſhould 
reap the ſame advantage by our Manufactures as 
France. now does, by our Wool: On either fide of 
the Dilemma England is a great Loſer. For ſup- 
poſe 100000 Stone of Wool is convey'd- from Fe- 
ud to France or Holland annually, it is plain (that 
nin ſuch foreign Markets as they ſupply by it) at 47: 
der Stone Manutactur'd, which is now conſiderably 


WL within the Profit they make; Euglauũ loſes 400000. 
I © which they might have ſav'd had they got tha Wool: 
tif that were ſtop'd and our Shcep-walks reduc'd by 
reaſon of the ſmall Profit we could honeſtly make by 
our Sheep, then the Profit Eyglaud now makes by 
Manufacturing our Wool would be loſt, which 1 


have 
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have already ſhewn amounts to 6785737. 154. 6A. it 
England either by our giving it too much Wool, or 
by our ſ 5 reigners, has more Manufactu- 
res upon Hand, than it can get vent for Abroad, its 
undoubtedly its Intereſt that our Flocks of Sheep 
ſhould be leflencd, and our Lands be put to a better 
uſe; but if this be not the Caſe, and the Eng/i/S have 
a ſufficient vent, and want Wool to ſupply the World 
with their Manufactures , which conſidering the in- 
creaſe of our on and the Portugueſe Colonics, is 
well as of other Nations, by a Probability of a laſl- 
ing Peace, and by the concurring Evidence of thoſe 
who write upon the Exgliſʒi Commerce, ſeems to be | 
evident; for tis affirm'd there is no Wool left upon * 
the Farmers Hands in England, and the Exports of | 
the Engliſh woollen Manufactures at a Medium of 
laſt four Years, exceeded their Exportations about 
16 or 18 Years ago about 200000 J. per Annum. If 
theſe be Facts, the principal Thing to be conſider d 
is, whether a way may'nt be found for Britain to 
gain as much as what it now does by ſriſþ Wook 
and perhaps conſiderably more, by increaſing our 
Sheep-walks, at the ſame Time that Ireland may 
gain that Proportion for its Poor which is now gi 
ven to Foreigners by running of Wool abroad. "Thi 

think not difficult to accomplith: It would at once 
eaſe us in Ireland of the ſeeming Hardſhip put _ 
us by the Monopoly of our Wool, and want of Ems 
ployment for our Poor here; and all the Wealth 
accruing to Ireland by it, would be ſav'd from Fo- 
reigners and greatly for the Benefit of Britain, en- 
abling us to take off more of their valuable Manu- 
factures, and by increaſing the Number of ſuch as 
would go over to reſide and ſpend their Fortunes in 
Englaud, where all our Superlucration by Trade 
will certainly Center. n 

Le r the actual Prohibition of Ireland's exporting 
any woollen Manufactures to foreign Markets re- 
main 


78 
main as now, The Prohibition of ſending it to Eng- 
land being only by laying on high Duties equal to or 
.excceding the Value of the Manufactures in moſt 

Einds, with a draw back of Part of the Value upon 
KNe- exportation, which is ſo ſmall, that more re- 
mains than any poſſible Profit t hat can be made b 
the Merchant W them: So that nothing will 
bear Exportation but Flannel and Frizes. 
Nou ſhould the Britiſh Legiſlature think it pro- 
B to make the draw- back effectual, or to leſſen the 
uties upon ſuch Sorts as the French and Dutch ex- 
port, in which they under-ſell the Eugliſb abroad, or 
of ſuch coarſe Cloths as don't interfere with their 
forcign Markets, by which Means their Poor might 
be ſupply d with coarſe Cloaths at home at the cheap- 
eſt Rate, and their Manufacturers be employ'd more 
in making the richer and finner Sort for foreign Sale: 
Or ſhould they think it proper to allow us to Ex- 
port to Britaiu white Cloths Duty free; ſo that the 
Proßt made by Dreſſing and Dying and Exportati- 
on would be entirely Engliſh, and: the Benefit of the 


weaving would be added to our ſpinning here, and 


of Courſe more of our Poor be cmploy'd: Such Num- 
bers in Ireland would exert themſelves againſt the 
Smugglers, upon obtaining ſo conſiderable a Favour, 
as mult entirely put an End to this Clandeſtine- 
Trade of running our Wool, ſo prejudicial to Bri- 
tain, and ſo much to the Advantage of foreign Prin- 
ces and States. Thus as more Hands would be em- 
ploy d, and the Sale of our Wool become regular 
and profitable, our Shecp-walks would not be leſ- 
ten'd, as now they muſt be by the little Benefit ariſ- 
ing from them: But, as I obſerv'd before, this being 
chiefly deſign'd for the Benefit of Britain, the Par- 
liament 3 Merchants there are the beſt Judges, 


whether it be for their Intereſt or not. 
Tux next particular Trade I am to conſider, as 
diſtipgniſh'd in the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, is the 
4 | Faſtland, 
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Eaſtland, which comprehends all the Countries Northward 
of Holland, upon the Continent from Emden to Archangel, 
the Sound and Baltick conſequently included; an Abſtract 


of which for Eight Years ending Lady-day 1727 is here 
given, viz. f | I a 
Years, | Exports. | Imports. Ballance. {Contra Ballance. 
4 %% «4,46 30 ml 
1719 | $1514 9 1x7] 70395 16 10F| 11118 12 24 
1720 [100337 37 61011 8 97 39325 11 7 
1721 | 80700 1 4x] 49742 7 87 30957 13 74 _ 
1722 | 46531 4 87] 54292 © 114 7760 16 3 
1723 | 44951 1 98] 67000 9 94 22049 7 11% 
1724 | 42049 10 33] 74300 8 11 | 32250 18 7 
1725 | 39574 17 5 59400 3 113 19825 6 6x 
L726 53211 9 9T 67193 7 65 13981 17 9 
Total 488869 14 91503336 4 54, $1401 17 5+ | 95568 7 15 
Medi- 9 6 2 | 
um of & 61108 14 477] 62947 O 634 1808 6 23> 
8Years | : 
Medi- | | | | 3 
i of | 45263 Iz " 64437 6 34 19173 13 67 
3 E | 8s. | 1 | 
Our Exports are made up of 
; J. : 
Beef about — — 2800 
Butter - 17000 
Grain EE - I 300 
Tand = - = 1480 
Hides Raw 3 x 5277 
Oatmeal "OST - 3800 
Calve=Skins = = 1800 
Tallow t - I TOO 
Re-exports - $5000 
oy Eo EE, _ 


'The 


The Remainder is made up of ſeveral ſmall Articles, 


not material in Trade. 
__conliſt of 


Our Imports from thence 


Copper Plates about - 2000. 


Flax and Seed = = = 600 


Tin Plates — — 8 ns | 2 : 760 
\ Tar 85 = = * =. 800 
Wood — = '=«- - 35000 
| Total 58260 


Ide remainder is made up of Linnen-Yarn, Potaſh, 
Lattin Wyre, and other ſmall Articles. 


Ix conſidering our Trade to theſe Countries, it 
be obſerv'd, what a great Diſproportion there 

15 between the Ballances taken at the Medium of 
eight Years, and of the laſt Five; during which laſt 
the Ballance was conſtantly againſt us, as it was for 
us the firſt Three of the Eight: The latter Ballance 
exceeding the former 17365 J. 7 5. 44% d. our Exports 
thither have diminiſh'd above the Value of 160001. 
and our Imports increaſed about 1500 J. Our Exports 
increaſing at the ſame Time to France, as may be 
ſeen afterwards, ſhews that either our Trade to 
Hamburgh and Bremen increas'd for the firſt three 
Years (occafion'd by the French breaking their, Cre- 
dit with us upon the Alteration of their Coin, and 
loſs of Trade by the 44 . Bubble) or the laſt 
four Years Trade took a different Channel, and re- 


mov d to Fance; not I am afraid, from our having 
| better 


1 
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better Markets there for our Goods; but our De- 
mands for French Wines increaſing, requir'd greater 
Exports there to Ballance them. 1 | 

s this Trade is divided among a great many dif- 

ferent Kingdoms and Cities, which in the Cuſtom- 
Houſe Ledgers are all enter'd under one Head; I 
can't pretend to ſtate the Ballance with each Nation 
in the Eaſt Country, we trade to ſeparately; but it 
may appear upon the View of the Particulars of our 
groſs Exports, that little or nothing, except Grain 
and Oatmeal, goes to Norway; tho' the Tar, Timber 
and Deals imported from thence, and a very little 
_— Gottepburgh and the Baltick, amount to 35000 J. 

alue, | l 
I x may be taken ſor granted, that the Beef, But- 
ter, Hides, Tallow and Calt-Skins we export, go 
generally to Hamburgh and Bremen, very little to 
Sweden or the Baltic, and nothing to Denmark 2 
Our Imports from thence are Copper Plates and E 
ron, part of which we take from Sweden immediate 
by our felves, Tin Plates, Train Oyl, Flax and 

emp; the two laſt Articles we. import in part from 
Livonia and Conningsburgh; our Ruf/ian Trade for 
Hemp to Archaugel, having taken a different Chan- 
nel by. Petersbargh, upon the late Czar's Acquifition 
of that Port and Livonia. W 2 ide Wt 

HeNce we may conclude that our Trade to Han- 
burgh and Bremen is moſt advantagions to us; from 
whence we have our Returns chiefly by Bills, and 
our Goods are carry'd there in our own or Britiſþ 
Shipping: Whereas our Trade to Norway is moſtly 
carry'd on by Dauiſb or Norwegian Ships, with Re- 
turns in our ready Money; which they can do to a 
greater Profit, by reaſon of the Largeneſs of their 
Ships, and Cheapneſs of building and og 
This Trade tho” highly neceſſary to us for Want of 
Timber at home, is a great Drain upon us; and we 
brought it upon our ſelves T the vaſt — 


| [%#] 
and Havock we made of our Woods; of which we 
thought we could never ſee an End, till all were cut 


down. Yet notwithſtanding this Demand, and the 


annual Expence we are at, few there are who conſi- 
der the Good of our Poſterity or Country in helping 
it, becauſe they don't immediately reap the full Be- 
nefit themſelves. | 
Txvs ſtands at preſent our Trade with thoſe 
Countries. Whilſt our Demands upon them are fo 
great, we can never expect a Ballance from thence, 
unleſs we are able to carry on a Herring Fiſhery to 
Advantage: But in Time ſomewhat may be done by 
Planting at home, or by being render'd capable to 
furniſh our ſelves with Timber and other Naval 
Stores from America: yet the Diſtance of America is 
ſo great, J am afraid it will never anſwer the Ex- 
pence of Freight, whilit the Woods in Norway laſt; 
- unleſs our Linnens come to have ſuch a Vent there, 
that upon the Profit of them we could purchaſe 
Ships from thence, and bring back Cargoes of Tim- 
ber; but inſtead of that, our Exports thither at pre- 
ſent, are Proteſtants, the Manufacturers of our ug 
nen; and our Imports from thence, Grain, both to 
| our Eternal Reproach. ID 


_ Taxe next particular Trade to be conſider'd, - 
b- 


ing Southwardly, is Holland and Flanders; an 
ſtra& of which for 8 Years, I ſhall here ſubjoin, end- 
ing Lady-Day 1727; with the Medium of the Bal- 
lance taken for thoſe 8 Years, as alſo for the laſt 4 
Years, when, as in the Trade to the Ea/tland, it 
here alſo ſeem'd to take a different Channel, 


jÞ EL OE = ,, 


41 41 3 L «a a = 


1719 [140726 11 =| $7957 19 1ox | 52768 11 2x 

1720 113107 3 921 71162 14 7x | 41944 9 2 

1721 | $7032 19 11 | 51187 3 4+ 35845 16 64 

1722 | 89327 4 1 | 65624 16 11 23702 7 3 
{ 


1723 | 60866 7 782224 17 2 21358 9 74 
1724 | 52618 1 12 70048 14 34 17439 13 244 
1725 | 63922 15 33 69206 2 27 | 5283 6 u} 
1726 | 93713 15 6:] $4048 6 2 9665 9 32 —_ 


— 


Total. [101314 18 4 [581460 14 74 |163926 13 544002 9 9 


um of K 87664 7 34] 72682 11 929] 14981 15 5% 


um of ( 67780 oY 76381 19 117 


1— 


8601 15 119 


F —_ 


— — 


Our Exports thither chiefly conſiſt of 
Beef value about - - 8 300 
- 18400 


Butter — 
Feathers . 700 
Salmon. - - 340 
Raw Hides, - - 20000 
TT. 8 700 
Rape Seed, - - 900 
Tatlow — - 4 
Total - — - $0349 


With ſcveral others not material. 


Txis falls ſhort of the Medium of laſt 4 Years ; 
which is occaſion'd by my having taken the Exports 
from 1724, that Year's Exports being about 1 5000“. 


below the Medium here taken. Our Imports from 
thence conſiſt of, 3 
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Braſs Shruff - — 
IS — unbound = * 


— OY — = 


Madder — — — | — 


Other dying Stuffs - 

: _ Ware 4 
| lax — _ — — 
Groceries 2 wi 


Ä — jon 
Inkles een . | — 
Thread | a} — — 


Hem - - 4 
Wn - v 


Bone-Lace: 3 . 


Cambricks — 6 


Hollands — = 
Linſeed Oy U — 2 * 


Paper - 2 - 


Flax-Sced - 2 8 — 


Potaſh, — ad — ; 


Garden Seeds = = 


Silk Manufacture 4 


Steel — . 
Whalebone — — - 
Rbeniſh Wine „ 5 


Wood and Ware 4 
Iron 
| WyreYLartinG i 3 


Steel 


—— a 


3 Bark, value about 0 — af 
Batter . — — 


| 66248 
This with other ſmall Parcels make up the Medinm. 
By 


Yy 


- p 7 l 
; 5 


By comparing theſe Abſtracts with the next I give 
from France, may be found the Reaſon why the Bal 


lance changes in the diſterent Vears of this Abſtract; I 


for as our Exports to France increas'd, thoſe to Hol- 


laud and Flanders decreas d in Proportion. We may 


obſerve that our Demands from Holland and Flanders 
being generally the ſame, our Imports from thenee 
don't vary ſo much as our Exports; they never fall- 
ing ſo low as 50000 J. or riſing fo high as 900001. 


.this with. the great Decreaſe of our Exports, was 


the Reaſon of the Ballance's being againſt us at a 
Medium of the laſt 4 Years, tho' upon the whole it 
was in our Favour. 152008 

Ir may alſo be obſerv'd that our Exports are 
made up entirely of the Produce of our Lands with- 
out Tillage, except in the two ſmall Articles of 
Rape-Sced and Salmon; in all the other Articles no- 
thing valuable is taken from us, that either Sea or 
Land yields to us by the Labour and Induſtry of 
the Inhabitants. me 

Tre Goods we import from thence are either 
ſuch as are rais'd and manufactur'd among themſelves, 
or Returns made, by their 'Trade, of the Growth 
of other Countries, which they can afford as chea 
or cheaper than we could import them from the 
Countries whence they had them; this is owing en- 
tirely to the Lowneſs of Intereſt, Cheapnels of 
Freight, and the caſy Duties upon the Export and 
Import of their Goods; by which Means that Coun- 
try becomes the ” a5 Magazine of all Commodi- 
ties beneficial in Trade, and they have ſuch a Varic- 
ty, that they can at once, ſort out a Cargo advanta- 
gious to any Country; alſo their Plenty of Money 
enables them to hy in Stores, and preſerve them at 
{mall Expence, when by their general Correſpondence 
they learn that Markets are low and glutted abroad, 
and to make their Profit when Markets riſe again; 


nay often they ſell them back again to that. very Na- 


tion. 
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tion from whence they had them; thus quick Returns and 
light Gain make a heavy Purſe. e 

We might ſave of our Imports from thence by proper 
= Induſtry at Home, Madder above 5000 J. to ſupply our 
ſelves, and alſo to ſupply England, which takes from them 
to the Value of 20000 ll annually; Earthen-Ware, Flax, 
Gun- Powder, Inkles, Thread, Hemp, Lace, Cambrick, 


Holland, wrought Silks, Paper, Whalebone, and Garden- 
Seeds, which amount to 35930 J. 


Tus next particular Trade that falls regularly in my 

Way to be oblerv'd, is that with France; Abſtracts of this 

| I here give, with a ſmall Ballance ſeemingly in our Fa- 

your, yet when carefully enquir'd into it appears, to be 
much otherwiſe. 5 


» » 0 » 5 U 


_ of _—_ A. * 4 


Imports. Ballance. Contra Ballance. 


——_— 


I. „ J. 1 ** „ J. 1 


165859 16 11.1 79597 1 14 13737 15 23 
58012 12 11 11000 15 57 52988 2 47 
721 [121257 10 95132908 2 34 11670 I 67x 
W722 122426 10 5 [117881 13 3 | 4544 17 2 
W723 176777 8 28. 50563 18 3 | 26213 9 11g 
Þ 724 214422 17 651141650, 9 57 72772 8 
727 205317 7 7 [159055 5 27 46262 2 4 5 
726 137702 10 74193954 12 64 56253 1 117 


nnn. — I 1 1 


1201756 15 0811866128 57 149792 17 74 134648 11 


2 11 10331148326 11 0] 1893 © 934 


[Years 
Md: d a, o 11440161306 I 41622248 19 773 


_ Our 


—— — . — f —ä6 u Z — — ß7Üꝝͥt01 . ů˖—³¾⁰ 
# © ** — ths 
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d Our Exports for 1724, which were by much ths 
greateſt in this Abſtract, conſiſted of = | 
r 5 
Ir Beef about — — 
m Butter - — — — O0O000 
X, Raw Hides — _ — 10000 
K, Tallow = — 8 40000 
* | | 
Total - - 180000 
1y 'The ather Articles of ſmall Value in Trade are not 
13 worth inſerting. m_ 
be Our Imports from thence, J. 4. d. 
Wine at a Medium of 9 Years 83156 5 101 
At a Medium of 4 Years 91658 14 6 


Brandy at a Medium of 6 Years 23446 18 6 


; > __— = — e a — 
N _ * © 
— . .- _ 2 —merx” - <> PR — — 1 2 —— — 
— * * —— : bo * — — — — 2 — — 2 * — 
= —_ : Gon M4 E = l . N He 23 & 8 _ - _ Py 8822 — PR * — . —_ 
. . OR * N * - - . | * 
— — 24,4 2 - — — * I Y D 2 as, | 
. — — — . . K — — v — = 4 222 = 2 * po _ — _ 
- -— o _—_ pA 
— — — — _ 8 EC = 
—— ; : — DS — — — 
2 bad of Pe — 


1 The reſt taken in the Year 1724, "= 
FA Playing Cards about - —T 100 
. Cork — — — — 1400 
4 TTT | - 50 
a . <<< 2 
67 Succus Liquor. — 1508 
„ 10000 
Iron and Iron Ware — 600 
Cambricks — * - 2000 
115 Train Oyl. = - 300 nl 
— Paper — — - " 3.500 1 
Rozin — — i. 1150 14 
Salt — — — I DN 26 50 | 
Silk Manufacture 6500 | 
Vinegar - - + 2.500 
Other Groceries - = oo 
Wood and Ware — - 2.500 
Total including the Wine at four L «> 
Our 2 Medium and Brandy at 150705 13 OO 


The 1 
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The other Articles are not Material. 


E 
The Import of Wine 1726 109417 17 I 
Brandy for the ſaid Year 30871 13 9 


Total 140289 10 101 


Hexe you ſee the Ballance at a Medium of eight 
and of four Years; as alſo the increaſe of our Ex 
ports thither from 1720, at which Time they had 
not overcome their Difficulties occaſion'd by the raiſ- 
ing their Coin, and their Miſſiſpi Bubble. We may 
alto obſerve that our Imports from thence have riſen 
from that Time, and how the Importation of French 
Wine has increas'd upon us; the Medium of laft 
our Years exceeding that of the laſt eight, $502 /. 

3. 72 d. | 

O vx whole Exports for the Year ending Lady- 
day 1727, were 1377027. 10s. 754. and the Wine 
and Brandy imported that Year amounted to 1402891. 
IOs. 103 d. ſo in thoſe two Articles, we exceeded the 
Years Exports 2587 J. os, 34, Thus we find our Mad- 
neſs increaſing in drinking Freuch Wine; for tho? Part 
of this was lodg'd in the I of Man for ſome Time, 
yet it was all imported from France in leſs than a 
Year before. . Of the Winc as computed at 20/. per 
Tun, there were 54701; Tuns, and 19297, Tuns of 
Brandy; in all above 7400 Tuns of Wine and Bran- 
dy imported that Vear. As the Value of Wine and 
Brandy re-exported does not exceed 207001, Wine 


- computed when exported at 401. per Tun, and 


Brandy at 25. 4 d. per Gallon (near double the Price 
as when Importcd, being then valued at 15. 3 4.) we 
ipent at home of Wine and Brandy that Year, near 
to the Value of 130000 J. amounting to 6800 Tuns. 
Theſe are the Obſervations we may make from the 


Returns in the Cuſtom-Houſe Books; but I am a- 
fraid 
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fraid we can't depend upon our Exports to France 
from theſe Returns; for 'tis plain, where no Bonds 
are given by the Merchants upon their Entries, 
they may make them for one Kingdom when they go 
for another, of which the Cuſtom-Houſe can take no 
Notice ; and this is frequently the Caſe in our Exports 
to France ; for which Kingdom the Merchants make 
their Entries, when they deſign for Hamburgh, Bre- 
men or Holland, and that for this Reaſon, there are ſe- 
veral Light-Houſes in their Way to Holland, Ham- 
burgh,&c. in the Britiſh Channel, &c. towards the Main- 
tenancc of which all Shipping pay in the firſt Port 
they put in at, and are charg'd with ſo many as they 
have Benefit in their Voyage ; now itit appear by their 
Cocket that they are bound for theſe Ports through 
the Channel, they pay towards the Maintenance of 
them all; if for France, and they are ſuppos'd to be 
blown there out of their Way, they pay tor no more 
than they are preſum'd to receive Beneßt by: Thus 
the Merchants finding ſo many Charges upon Trade, 
and little and uncertain Profit, are tempted to make 
uſe of any Shift to ſave their Money; and by this 
Means we muft be impos'd upon, in our Accounts 
from the Cuſtom-Houſe, without their being any 
otherwiſe capable of ſetting us right, than by ſhewing 
what may be computed from the Reaſon of the 
. founded upon ſome certainty of Facts. The 
next Thing to be obſerv'd is, that the Price at which 
we buy our Wines in France, computed at the Medi- 
um of 201. per Tun, is too low; if the Quantity of 
white Wines bore any Proportion to the Claret, their 
Obſervation might be juſt; but as they do not, I 
can't think but 247. per Tun is nearer the Truth, 
and ſtill a little within it, the Duty and Priſage not 
exceeding 131. 5s. Od. per Tun, and the Freight 
within 31. (the ala — home not being 40. or much 
above 1 /. 10s. per Jun) ſo that Wine landed in Jre- 
land, allowing all Charges upon it, does not at = 
201. 
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201. Value exceed 357. per Tun, even allowing Leak+ 
age, not abovo 36 J. which does not exceed 9/. per 
Hopthead:; now as the Wine Merchants ſell theſe 
again from 14 to 20 Piſtoles per e, they 
would have from 50 to Cent per Cent Profit upon their 
Wines, for lying out of their Money two or three 
Years, Cooperage and Cellarage; an immenſe Profit! 
Ta avoid the Cenſure of impoſing upon us, they 
retend our Demand has increas'd the Price in France; 


if fo, we may reaſonably allow 47. more per Tun; 


ſo they would import them ſtill under 107. per Hogſ- 
head landed here, and the Merchants have ſtill 50 
or 60 per Cent Profit, over and above the Intereſt of 
their Money, Se. This would add to our Imports 
from France 20000 l. upon the. Artiele of Wine alone. 
Tux great Profit given to the Wine Merchants, 
by the increaſe of our Luxury, has tempted many 
more to follow that Trade; this has alſo increas'd 
the Importation of Wine, which to get rid of, they 
are oblig'd to force a Trade with Taverns and Inn- 
Keepers, and to give them Preſents for their Cuſtom. 
Thus every Country 'Town and Village is crowded 


with Retailers of Wine and Brandy, to the Ruin of 


the middle and lower Ranks of Men, who frequent 
them. The Merchants diſpoſe of their Wines ready 
to periſh, at all Riſques, to the Country Inn-Keep-- 


[} pers upon Truſt; they for the like Reaſon to get 


them off their Hands, ſell the ſame Way to ſuch as 
frequent their Houſes, who being generally of the 
extravagant Part of the Kingdom, and ſuch as being 
in low Circumſtances reſort thither, to drown their 
Cares, make not very prompt Payment: Theſe break 
the Taverns, and the Taverns would do the ſame to 
dhe Merchants, if they did not make up their Loſs 
by ſelling to the Men of Condition and Fortune at 
double Price; the fame Wines cooper'd up by diffe- 
rent Mixtures to nice Palates, under Mock Names 
of this or *rother Vintage, Hermitage, Pontack, 

NS ST Chateau 
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Chateau Margoux, Haut-Brian, Sc. all made out 


of Vin de Grave; ſome cook'd up in the Cellars of 
Bourdeaux, the reſt here, according to Palates in 


Vogue; the Merchant e chance Hogſhead 
at 00,800 or 1000 Livers per Tun, that they may 


have it to ſay their Wines coſt them to ſuch a Price, 


and cover their extravagant Profit the more neatly. 
It may be conſider' d, whether to prevent our De- 
ſtruction by Luxury, idleneſs and Debaucheries daily 
increaſing among the middle and lower Ranks of 
Men; Publick Houſes which ſell Wine and Brandy 
ſhould not be limited, and leſſen'd in Number, and 


Inſtructions given to the Officers of the Exciſe to re- 


quire greater Sums for Licence: This would pre- 
vent a great many ſmuggling Houſes, and oblige 
thoſe who took out Licenſe, to ſell their Wines at a 
dearer Rate. Thus would ſeveral Houſe-Keepers 
be employ'd in more uſeful Employments to the Pub- 
lick, and thoſe who took out Licenſe be more fully 
employ'd. This would alſo abate the Extravagance 
of thoſe who ought to be induſtrious and better em- 
nf and would raiſe our Exciſe upon our home 
roduce, and encourage Tillage. 


I conſidering our Ballance with France, we may 


allow full as much Brandy to be ſtolen into the Coun- 


try, or more than all our re-exports amount to; be- 
ade Linnens, Silks, and Cambricks from France; 
which will Ballance every Thing we run in our Ex- 

orts to them. If we conſider how much is run 
into this Kingdom of Fren:h Luteſtrings, we will 
find it very conſiderable: "Thoſe only us'd for 
Scarves at Funerals, will riſe to a conſiderable Sum; 
which I ſhall here make a Computation of, conſider- 
ably below the Truth, and yet it will appear no 
trifling Article. I will ſuppoſe only two Perſons to 
dic, annually in cach Pariſh, and that ten Scarves 
arc us'd at the Funeral; the whole Number of Fu- 
nerals would then be 4.590, and the Scarves us'd 


2 4.3 900, 
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5900, which if computed but at 55. per Scarf, or 
25. per Yard, would amount to 114754. per Ann. 
in French Luteſtrings for the Article of Scarves at 
Funerals. If we conſider how many Funerals there 
are at which many more are given, the Computation 
will not appear too large. If we conſider how many 
other ways French Luteſtrings are worn, we may mo- 
deſtly ſuppoſe above 20000). Value of theſe only come 
into Ireland annually, which are all imported by 
Stealth, beſides many mote of different Kinds. In 
this very Article we might ſave conſiderably, if ei- 
ther a diſuſe was brought about of theſe at 8 
or if a Cuſtom ſhould take place that was lately pro- 
pos d and begun at Belfaft, by the Cambrick Compa- 
ny, upon the Motion of a worthy Gentleman there 
Mr. Smit h; which is to bury with Holland Scarves 
or fine Linnen, according as they would have them 
more or leſs Expenſive; this would put a conſider- 
able Damp upon the Importation of French Lutc- 
ſtrings, and by making the Holland Scarves of ſuch 
a breadth as to be uſetul, they would not be loſt to 
the Publick, and would be a conſiderable Encourage- 
ment to the Linnen Manufacture. But this I hope 
is now ſufficiently eftabliſh'd, by being us d at the 
Funeral of a late great Man of the firſt Diſtinction. 
It may be ſaid now without Suſpicion of Flattery; 
that it was well judg'd to bury him in Character, as a 
Friend to his Country and a Benefactor to Multitudes. 
Tu E bringing Sugars from thence to about 10000/. 
Value, is a conſiderable Advantage to their Colonies, 
and a Prejudice to our own. This is entirely owing 
to the Diſcouragement we lie under in our Plantati- 
on Trade, by being oblig'd to give Bonds to enter 
our Ships in Britain. But as the Remedying this 
Inconveniency is only in the Power of the Britiſh 
Legiſlature; I ſhall take ſome further Notice of it in 
another Place, and ſhew that Britain and its Co- 
lonies equally ſuffer with Ireland, in the rigorous In- 
; terpretation 
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imported, they are of the greateſt Benefit; 
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tation of that Act of Parliament, contrary: ta: | | 


the original Intention of the Law=-makers. 


ArrkEx theſe Allowances let us fix the Ballance, 
and we ſhall find the Reaſon tor ſending Money and: 
Bills to France, and for Exchange being generally a- 
gainft us. Upon the whole I cannot ſec, notwith»! 
ſtanding the appearing Ballance in our Favour, up- 


* 


on raiſing after a reaſonable Manner the prime Coſt ⁶ 
of our Wine and Brandy, and giving reaſonable A 
lowances for our Exports thither upon Account of |} 
falſe Entries, and running in of Brandy, Silks, &c.: | 
but we muſt be Loſers by our preſent Trade with. | 


France, from 30/1. to 40000 per Anu. at leaſt. f 
Le us next conſider the Articles of our Exports 

to France, which conſiſt but of Four any way materi- 

al, viz., Beef, Butter, Tallow and Hides. Exports, 


it is true, under our Circumſtances, highly neceſſary, 


being all periſhable except Tallow; but as I have al- 
ready ſhewn, the very worſt tor Profit; there being no 
Labour but the Butchers and Dairy Maids in them, 
and few People maintain'd in Proportion td what 
Agriculture, Gardening or Manufactures would 
do. On the other Hand to that Country, where 

for there 
it muſt be to feed and give other Neceſſaries to a 
Number of People employ'd in Manufactures, or in 


ſuch Produce of Land, as is much more valuable 
than breeding and grazing of Cattle. And this 
is plainly the Caſe, where we Import them to Frauce, 
Holland, Hamburgh or America, and every where, ex-' |} 
cept what is ſent to the indolent Spaniard, which is 
only ſo much as is ſpent in Sevi and Cales, or in 


Victualing out their Galleons ; and even there, the 


only induſtry of Spain is carry'd on in Wines, Oyl, | | 


and Silk. 


Cours the French ſupply themſelves or their Co- 
lonies any other way, ſo cheap, without employing 


their Lands to a worſe Uſe than at preſent; we 4 


ſhould 
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BY ſhould have no vent there for our Proviſions: But tis 
BR plainly the Increaſe of their Numbers in Martinico, 
= Guadaloupe, and Petit Guaves in St. Domingo; where 
Wy fince the Peace of Urrecht, they have vaſtly increas'd 
their Plantations, and Number of Negrocs employ'd. 
in their Sugar Works, Indico, Cotton, Anetto, 
Cacao and Tobacco, that prevents their being ſup- 
ly'd from the Iſlands, with as many Proviſions as 
erly. Canada cannot ſupply them with any 
Thing conſiderable: Miſſiſipi is yet in its Infancy, 
and in a Latitude too warm for Salting : Our 
American Colonies have a ſufficient Demand to fur- 
4 niſh our own Iflands; and the French having no 
Trade with them, would loſe in going thither the 
Benefit of their Freight outwards, and conſequently 
their Ships go for the moſt Part empty to their 
Iſlands. | 
-PERE Labat fays, a Breaſt of Iriſh Beef is the 
greateſt Regale in their Iſlands; this and the increaſe 
of their Numbers in Nants, St. Martins, Rochel and 
Bourdeaux, by that and their Wine Trade, is the oc- 
caſion of the riſe of their Demands upon us. 

T nus our Exports to them, tho periſhable, are 
ſtill more neceſſary for them than for us. We had 
Holland, Hamburgh and America to go to, when they 
had not much above ! what we now Export to them, 
which we might have again, or employ our Lands 
at home to a better Uſe. But ſhould we prohibit 
our Exports to France, their Iſlands would be diſ- 
treſs'd, or their Lands put to a worſe Uſe: Nay, 
were we to Import nothing from France, but have 
the Ballance of our Exports in Specte, it would ſtill 
be Beneficial to them to have our Proviſions, for they 
make three Times more Profit of their Lands in 
France and in their Iſlands, than they would do, were 
| they to raiſe Proviſions among themſelves, Equivalent 
to the Quantity we ſend them. | 


Tus 
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T avs if we were prudent, or by having Sump= 
tuary Laws, and being leſs Luxurious in our Wines 
we might make conſiderably by the French Trade, 
and have a great Ballance in our Favour: Louis 
D'ors would then come here, as faſt as now our 
Guineas and Bills go there. We might fave alſo in 
other Articles, viz. Silks, Cambricks, Hollands, 
Paper, Train Oyl, Oc. a conſiderable Sum, by pro- 
per Application at Home. Thus ſtands our Trade 
at preſent in a deſtructive Way with France, when it 
is capable of being made highly Beneficial to us. 
Tux laſt in Order, and I may ſay greateſt Branch 
of our Trade with Foreigners, ſince by it we have 
the greateſt Ballance in Our F 
Portugal, and the Streights; which take off the great- 
eſt Part of an Na Commodities we Ex= 
|» 5 except Linnen. An Abſtract of this for Eight "a 
' Years I here give, as it ſtands in the Cuſtom-Houſe 
Books, to Lady-Day 1727, with the Medium of E 
orts, Imports and Ballance, by which may be ſen 
ow much we ought to Countenance this Trade. 


avour, is with Spain, 


L961 


x Cars Exports. | Imports. Ballance. 
„„ 4 

1 | e 
BY 2719 | 111739 19 4 396750 3 372069 16 © 
| 25 125261 1 75 38678 15 1088 82 18 8 
| 1721 | 176768 1:} 57963 19 118804 6 2 
EN x722 | 183239 13 of 56363 1 211268750 11 11: 
FI 2723 | 147205 1 113 68153 18 979111 3 1; 
= 2724 | 149984 1 5099 16 1189024 4 1 
1725135751 8 $5 25 4 o 6, 74167 8 2 
\ 1726 118049 4 F 96839 6 6; 21209 17 11; 
IT — 1148059 9 25478213 2 111 569846 6 37 | 
Medi- | | 

Peer ( 143597 8 7859776 12 10; 83730 15 99 
Tears | | | 


By the Ballance ſtruck here, we find we have re- 
ceived more from thoſe Countries than from France, 
Holland, and Flanders together by 534847 l. 155. 112 4. 
we have a Ballance from no other Countries except 
America; Britain and America are ſo blended toge- 
ther by their Importations, that we can't juſtly di- 
ſtinguiſh the Ballance. We find our Imports from 
Spain, &c. laſt Year ſo much increas'd, that our Bal- 
lance from thence in 1726 was inconſiderable, very 
little exceeding the fourth Part of the Medium. 


Our Exports thither are 


4 
Beef about — - — I0000 
Butter — - — 3.5600 
Candles - - - 3000 
- 5 n 1600 


Cheeſe 


Total - = - 143100 
Our Importations from thence are, viz, 


— — 170 
2 1860 


— - 
— — : 


= — 3000 


21 


Thr own Silk mat ed - - 
Succus Liquor. N — 
Walnutts - +. - 
Port Wine — — 
2 Wine - 


Hoops, Lee, Reds, and Plank 


Total AY 
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Here! we may obſerve that they take from us 


(over and above thoſe Articles which ariſe from graz- 
ing) Grain and Fiſh, and would take them in great 


er Quanzitics if we had them to ſpare; as alſo 'Tann'd 


Hides; Einnen, c. except ſome Silk manufactur'd 
from the Streights, and Fruit, Wine and Oyl, in mo- 
derate Quantities; ourAmports from thence are high- 


ly uſeful to us in working at home; as Iron, raw and 


N _thrown'Sitks, and Wooll, as alſo Salt, for our home 
Conſumption, and Fiſherres if we are ſo prudent as 


to undertake them, and a- great BaHance in- Specie. 
THERE is this alſo-to be conſider d, that great 
Part of this Trade is carry'd on, by our own Merch- 
ants in Triſbh Ships, and not by Commiſſion $by: which 
means our Ballance and the Profit of the Merchant 


upon our Exports, will be much more conſiderable. 


Ir as highly prudent then in us to encourage and 
enlarge this Trade as, much as poſſihle, inſtead of 


that other at preſent pernicious Trade to France. 
By turning the Stream of our Trade a littl.è from the 


French Thannel, we ſhould alſo have a better Price 
ſor onr-Proviſions ; for fince their Numbers àt home, 


and in their Colonies want our Proviſions, by feeding 


them ſparingly, they would give us a berter Price; 


whereas now we glut theif Market. We onght alſo 


to cneourage the Spaniſh and Portugte/e Trades, in 


order to their 00 greater Quantities of ſuch 


Goods and Manùfacturès as we are allow'd to deal 


in; as Shoes, Linneff, Stockings, Hats and Iron- 
Ware; but Fifh above all, which we lie ſo conveni- 
ently for, and is fo certam a Benefit, if we can pro- 
poſe to take, cure, and carry them as well, and with 
as little Expence as our Neighbours. Would it not 
alſo be highly prudent in our Legiſlature, to conſi- 
der whether the putting the Spaniſh and Port Wines 
upon the ſame Level with the French, in the 
Duties upon them, would not be a ſuitable Encou- 
ragement for that Trade, and acting juſtly both to 
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| Beneficial to us. The Duties upon their Wines are 


now about 47. per Tun higher than that upon the 
French ; for what Reaſon 
it not that the French Wine being weaker, People 


might drink a greater Quantity, and Cheaper t 


the other, and ſo have a longer Time to fit to get 
their Doſe, and conſequently loſe more of their 
Time in ſipping, to the Prejudice of both their pri- 
vate Fortunes and the Publick. If we would pu 

them upon the ſame Level in the Cuſtoms, — 
ſtanding the prime Coſt is ſomething dearer, yet a 
Bottle of the one would go as far as two of the other; 
and thoſe at leaſt of the middle and lower Ranks of 
Men, who muſt be finiſh'd compleatly once a Day, 
might do it in leſs Time, and at leſs r and 
by having more Time to reſt, if they are any way 
capable of doing themſelves or their Country an 


Service, the next Day they would be fitter for it 


than at preſent, when they turn the Night into 


Day. Neither do I think the ſinking the additi= 


oual Duties upon Spaniſh and Port Wines, would 


be any leſſening of the Revenue, or at leaſt ſo incon- i 


ſiderable as might be caſily made up another way. 


The Quantity imported at a Medium being valued 


at 30 J. per Tun, amounts to 6293, Tuns; the Addi- 
tional Duty of which at 47. per Tun, amounts to 


25165, ; out of which Sum is to be deducted 10 per Wi 


Cent tor L e, and 10 per Cent prompt Payment; 

ballanc d by putting ten Shillings 
more Duty upon the French Wine per Tun; this 
would be an inconſiderable difference in the Price of 


French Wine, ſo that nicer Palates might ſtill drink 


it near as cheap as now; for the leſs demand we had 


for them, the Cheaper would the French afford them. 


—_— _.. 


The reſt of this Diſcourſe ſhall be given in a ſecond 
PARTI. | 


could never learn, ers 
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us, that we have Dealings with: Ithought 
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it might be _—_ -uſeful'to my Coun- 


try, to publiſh the View I had taken of 
it, with ſome ſhort Obſervations ; and 


allo to add ſome Reflections upon the 
Means of improving our Countty 'and 


Trade, ſo as to incteaſe our Wealth, and 


add conſiderably to the Power of the Bri- 
ry Empire. \t ; | 

T oO this! Purpoſe, Lhäbe Ade D 
Inquiry into the Numbers and:;Emiploy- 
ment of the People; and have # Fee 
ſome Heads, which, if improv d and re- 
duc'd into proper. Laws by our Legiſla- 
ture, I hope wilbcentfibute to make us 


frugal; employ our Poor, improve our 


Country, extend our Trade, and conſe- 
quently increaſe our Numbers and add 
_— to His Oe" 5 Revenue. | 

LAM convine 981 we 927 do this and 
at the fame Time add to the Power, 


Wealth, and Trade of Britain, by em ploy- 


ing our Poor in thoſe Branches of the ſe- 
veral Manufactures that it is the Intereſt 
of England we ſhould deal in: . whereby 

we 


DE DIC ATI V. 


DEDIC ATTON. 
we may not only furniſh Britain and it's 
Colonies with the ManuffQures they 
now get from Foreigners; but: alſo. by il 

our cheap Labour aſſiſt Britain in recover- ll 

ing the Sale of ſeveral of their Manufac- | 

tures, which Foreigners have of late been 
attempting, by their cheap Labour, to 
beat them out of Abroad. At the fame 

Time we might aſſiſt them in the Fiſhe- 

ries upon their own Coaſts and Greenland; 

which are ſo valuable, by employing a 

conſiderable Number of Ships and able 

Seamen, and by giving Employment at 

Home to many Thouſands in fitting out 

the Ships and furniſhing them with Ne. 

ceſſaries. Beſides, the Surplus of all we 
| gain by the Employment of our Poor, ex- 
| cept what is juſt neceſſary to carry on our 
Trade and Improvements, will by various 
Channels be convey'd. from us again into 
| Britain; which, as it is the Seat of Em- 
pire, will alſo be that of Wealth, and the 
5 Center of Trade: Whereas whatever 
they give to employ foreign Poor, can by 
no Channels be brought back to Britain, 
but mutt center with foreign Nations. 
I 1NCE 
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I "i theſe few Sheets; to whom can 1 
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SNR this is the Scope and Deſign 


ſo properly dedicate: them, as to your 
GRACE. The juſt Confidenee His 
Majeſty Hake in your Integrity. and Abili- 
ties, is the Motive of his placing you in 
the greateſt Command over us; by which 
be has given us the greateſt Token of his 


Tabermal Care of his A nm of Ire- 
_ | 


4 


WO 0 pr oper to o preſide « over his 
Proteſtant Subjects of Treland, that fo ear- 
ly diſtinguiſh'd themſelves at the. moſt 
critical Juncture, by their Zeal in ſteadily 
adhering-to the Succeſſion in his illuſtri- 
ous Houſe; as the Perſon choſen by the 
general Voice of Britain, to attend on his 
lte and their preſent Ma jeſties, and con- 
duct them to a Throne, ſecur'd to them 
by the Divine Providence, as a Reward 
for their ſteady Adherence to the Proteſ- 
tant Religion: A Family beſtow'd to Bri- 
Zain and Lelamd as the choiceſt Bleſſing, 
for the Preftervation of our civil and re- 
ligious Liberties. F 


 DEDYCATION © 
Your Ga ſo early eſpouſing 


the Cauſe of Liberty, and conftant Zeal 
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for our preſent happy Eſtabliffiment un- 


der his Majeſty; your Benevolence to 
Mankind, and ſteady Endeavours to pro- } 
mote the N of his Majeſty's Go 


vernment, and the Peace and Proſperity 


of Britain; as they are alkCharaReriſticks 1 
of a great Soul, give us the ſtrongeſt Hopes, 


I may even ſay Aſſurance, of our being 
happy under your GR a c E's Admini- 
ſtration; and that we may expect every 
Thing reaſonable and jufl, that will pro- 
mote our Welfare and Proſperity. 


Non can we expect leſs from your 
Grace's juſt Repreſentation of the Af- 
fections and Loyalty of the People of Ire- 


land, and from your Intereſt in his Maje- 1 


ſty (who has been always moſt gracious 


to us, and done every Thing, we could e- 


ven hope for, to promote our Proſperity) 
than his Confirmation of all ſuch Laws as 


may be prepar'd, conſiſtent with the ge- 
neral Good of his Subjects, ſo as to increaſe 


our Trade and Fiſheries, improve our 
Country, 
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Country, employ our Poor, unite our Af. 
fections with our Brethren in England, and 
make us heartily concur in promoting 


1 Empire. 


Tris happy Unidn of Inclinations 
between the Peogle of Britain and lrelaud, 
and hearty Concurrence in promoting the 
Welfare of both, is a Proſpect which ! 
hope will inlarge every Day under your 
GRACE's Adminiſtration: Of which 


good Laws procur d or deſign'd for us in 
England laſt Seſſion; wherein they have, 
by their wiſe and juſt Diſcernment, pro- 


tuch a Manner as may convince all, who 
will ſer iouſly conſider it, that the true In- 
tereſt of either, is the joint Intereſt of both. 


IT nis we take as a happy Omen in the 
Beginning of your Gr a c E's Govern- 
ment; and as a new Teſtimony of your 
Zeal and Activity in ſerving his Majeſty, 
and the joint Intereſt of Britain and Jre- 

| land, 
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the Power, Wealth, and Glory of the! Bri- 


we have the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, from the 


pos d to unite our Intereſt with theirs, in 
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DE DTC ATT 
land, by your increaſing the Number of 
our Friends on the other Side of the Wa- 
ter, and convincing them, that in-promor 
ting theIntereſt of Ireland they contribute 
to their own Happineſs and Praſperity ; 
for theſe friendly Offices muſt engage the 
Gentlemen' of this Kingdom- more and 
more to concur in every Thing, that will 
promote the Power, Wealth, and Proſpe- 
rity of Britain. 3 11% in 


PERMIT me then, my Lord, to lay 
theſe few Sheets before you, together 
with the firſt Part which 1 publiſh'd be- 
fore, which compleat this View of the 
Trade, and finiſh this Eflay upon the Im- 
provements of Ireland, and to beg your 
GRAck's Patronage for them. I would 
willingly hope that ſome Hints may be 
found in them, that may tend to the Ser- 
vice of my Country, and promote a hap- 
py Union of Sentiments in improving the 
preſent happy Opportunity of firmly uni- 
ting our Affections with thoſe of our Bre- 
thren in Britain, and concurring in every 
Thing that may promote the mutual 

Happineſs 


DEDICATION: 


Happineſs of both. This is the true 
Way of increafing the Number, and ad- 
to the Weight of our Friends in Hug- 
„ and conſequently, by this 1 155 
Union of "Intereſts 1 Affection, of ad- 
ding to the Glory of 1 Reign, 
and to the Eaſe, Honour and appineſs 
n RAC 28'S neee t. 


1am, ith the greateſt Sabmiffon 
and Reſpe8, 


<a uh L OR D, 
Tour E Rae. 

Mee D, 

end Me Obedient, 
Humble Seer, 
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PART. II. 


Avic, in the firſt part already Publiſh'd, 
given a ſhort. View of the preſent Trade 
of Ireland with ſuch Remarks upon it 
as occur'd to me in it's ſeveral parts: 
— hefore | proceed to make any Obſervations 
upon the Overſights we may have hitherto commit- 
ted with regard to the Trade or inland Improvements 
of Irelaud, I ſhall firſt give the Number of Inhabi- 
tants, with the proportion they bear to the quantity 
A 2 5 of 


— 8 Z 


141 


of Land, not only in this Kingdom in general but 
alſo in the ſeveral Provinces and Counties; by which 
we may find how we have increas'd ſince the late 
happy Revolution and Reduction of Ireland, the 
Eſtabliſhment of our Civil and Religious Liberties 
and Security of our Properties. 
Ix will alſo be an affiſtance to future obſervations 
of our increaſe or decreaſe in general, as well as in 
particular Counties and Towns; by which we may 
find out the Reaſons why particular Counties or 
Towns increaſe, as by their Improvements in Manu- 
factures, Tillage Sc. and how others decreaſe by 
contrary Management or other Defaults. | 

- Fox this purpoſe I have extracted, from the 
Books return'd by the Collectors of the Hearth- 
money, the Number of Houſes in the ſeveral Pro- 
vinces and Counties in Ireland, for the Years, 1712, 
1718, 1725, and 1726; an Abſtract of which I give 
here in the following Table, with the Number of 
Computed Plantation-Acres (being ſeven yards to 
the Perch) in each County and at a Medium to each 
Houſe in each County for the Year 1725, as alſo 
the Number of Houſes, in the moſt Confiderable 
Cities and Trading Towns with their Precincts, 
and the Number ST Pariſhes in each County. 
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No. 


| No. No. Ne. Acres Acresat No i 
No. Uſer Houſes | Comput- Sed ba. 1 
, o oo 
1712. 1718. * 1726. _ &d. Houſe. | es. — 19 
"7 Antrim 19268] 19572} 19669 —— 383020] 19.77 56 | x 
2 [Down 18058] 19147] 18980} 1891 344658] 18. 16 72 iy 
| 3 [Armagh | 9003] 9586] 10539] 10531] 170620] 16.18] 49 | i 
4 Tyrone 11502 11924] 12178] 12097] 387175 31. 79] 30 | WM 
5 London Derry | 11592] 12154] 12680| 12713 251510] 19. 8 | 38 b 
6 Donnegal 12685 10405 10436] 10542 630157] 60.38 | 40 | 
7 Farmanagh | 5208] 5353] 5563] 5412] 224807] 40. 4 | 19 a 
8 Monaghan 7395] 7443] 8018] 7866] 170090] 21. 18 24 
o [Cavan 7914] 19591 1999Þ_-7852} 274800] 34. 75 37 
11 5 
L. [192625]103543[105972(104845[4836837] 26. 76 | 365 
Leinſter. HEME | - 
1 [Louth 4 7485] 7534 7692] 111180 14.76 | 50 | 
2 [Meath 13741] 14186] 14835] 14521] 326480] 22. 139 
3 Preſtmeath 7677 7695] 8899] 8310] 249943] 28. | 62 | 
4 Dublin 16453] 17387] 18684 17609 123784] 6. 6287 
5 [King's County 6645] 6844] 7725] 7515] 2575100 33. 3 56 
6 |Qeer C 7183] 7551] 9046] 8885] 238590] 25.48 | 39 
Kildare 7415] 7554] 8316] 8293 228590] 27.48 | loo 
$ Vicht loæv 6999] 7490 7385} 7620] 252410 34. 1 54 
g [Carlow | 3463] 3870 5681] 4873] 116900] 20. 57 42 
to Wexford 10045 10555] 13165] 13002] 3153960 23.93 log 
11 {Kilkenny 8830] 9373] 10779] 10624 287650] 26.67 | 96 
12 Lene ford 5129 5035 4302F 4166 1347000 31. 3 | 24 
Le | EY "© 
— res; 2 400563510 1311002642958 oy 71 | 860 | 
| _{£or:aught, RY I 
| — 
| 1 [Leitrim 4552 4929 4716 4652 206830 43. 85 | 21 
| 2 [Sligo 6837] 6624] 6893] 6927] 24155c 35. 41 
| 3 {Mayo 9397} 9967] 12615; 12742] 72464c| 57. 4 73 
4 P 15739] 1542J 16679 17952] 775525 46. 49 | 136 
5 Roſcommon |. £442}_8566]_1776 7957|_32437c| 41. 7 59 
. gg 44965} 44989 48679 5023112272915] 46. 69 3 30 


Continuation 
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U . Acres Com- Acres at aſPariſh- 
Continuation, 1712 1718 1725 1726 — — 2 
[© [Munſter | | #2 
I [cork 39094 43692] 47741] 48665] 991010 | 20.75 232 
2 Kerry 101660 117960 12917] 13072] 636905 | 49. 3 84 
3 Limrick 17413 15322} 16754 16901] 375320 | 22. 4 | 130 
4 |Waterſord| 9858 10032] T0959] 11323] 259010 | 23.68 71 
5 [Tipperary 17599] 17357] 16840 16979] 599500 | 35. I47 
5 Clare 8602. 9749 10016 9726] 428187 42.75 76 
| — o 102732/107948|115227|116665] 3289932 | 28. 55 740 
— iS | —1— | | — 
1 349849 361508/386229 384851] 11042642] 28.59 | 2295 
DE N®.Hearths yp 
Dublin 3 | 1725. 
| low. 91769505 | 114660 11525 | 58507 I7 
&, City and Liberties, 7536 | I2 
Limrick, City & Liberties,| 3169 : 8 | I9 
aterford, City and Lib.) 2044 
Kilkenny, and Liberties, | 2138 
Gallway, and Liberties, | 1567 
Drogbeda, and Liberties, | 1212 
Belfaſt, and Pariſh, 2093 
Lisburn, and Pariſh, 785 
Newry, and Pariſh, 1013 
Dundalk, 407 
| Carrickfergus, & Liberties, 546 
[Colræin, and Liberties. 721 
I 
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In looking over this Abſtract a conſiderable diſſer- 
ence will be found in the laſt two Years, too con- 
ſiderable to proceed from any real Decreaſe in the 
Number of the Houſes : For this reaſon and the 
great Increaſe ſince Sir. William Petty's time in 1672, 


when they were computed at 200000; it will be 


proper to make ſome Obſervations upon it. 

Tan difference between the Returns in 1725 and 
1726, as I apprehen1, is occaſion'd by the Collect- 
ors not making a Regular Return of the Houſes 


of the Poor, who are certity'd to live upon Alms 


and don't pay the Tax; ſome in their Abſtracts 
returning them, ſome in part, and ſome not at 
all; and the Collectors being frequently removed 
from one Diſtrict to another, occaſions the Poor 
in ſome Years to be return'd, in others not, ac- 


cording to the care or Negligence of the ſeveral . 
Collectors. 


AN or HER Reaſon I apprehend to be, from 
Gentlemen's receiving or diſmiſſing whole Villages 
of Native Iriſh at once; their Houſes or Cabbins 
being generally made of earth or dry ſtone, there 
is little difference in the Expence or Time employ'd 
in erecting or demoliſhing of them; and this is done 


Juſt as Gentlemen incline to break up their Lands | 


and improve them by Tillage, or as they lay them 
down under Graſs and inlarge their Sheepwalks and 
Grazing Farms; and by this means the Poor, who 
remove with little trouble, are turn'd adrift and 


muſt remove to ſome other place where they can 
get Employment. 


IN Order to compute the Number of Inhabitants 
from the foregoing Table, I ſhall make an Eſtimate 
of the inhabited Houſes tor the Year 1725. 


Tux waſte Hearths arc return'd by the Colle&- 
ors in Arrear, and if there be no Diſtreſs found 


the 
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E 1 
the ſecond Vear, they are ſtruck out of the Liſt. 
In the Year 1725 there were 9885 Hearths return'd 
in Arrcar, excluſive of Dublin. I took the Num- 
ber of Hearths that Year, which were 493801; and 
the Houſes that Year amounting to 386229, the 
Hearths at a Medium to cach Houſe were 1. 278. 
the Houſes of Dublin that Year being 11466, and 
the Hearths 58507; there were in Dubin F. 25 
Hearths at a Medium to each Houſe ; and in the 
Kingdom, excluſive of the Houſes and Hearths of 
D:blin, the Hearths were 1.14 to each Houſe, - By 
the ſame way of procecding there ſhould be 8510 
waſte Houſes in the Kingdom, excluſive of Dublin ; 
and there heing 1993 Hearths return'd in Arrear in 
Dublin, there woul'd be 380 waſte Houſes in Dublin. 
'T am intorm'd by the Collectors that generally half 
of the Arrear is receiv'd in the following Year, and: 
conſequently not 200 waſte in the City: But 
having taken in Donnabroot Pariſh into the City of 
which Rings-end is a part and may now be faid 
to be annex d to the City, I will allow thoſe Houſes 
in lieu of thoſe' which are diſpers'd in the Country 
part of that Pariſh; ſo there will ſtill be 11086 in- 
babited Houſes in Dublin. | 

' Tr we ſuppoſe the whole 380 waſte; the Num- 
ber waſte in the Kingdom will amount to 8800, 


which being deducted from the Number return'd, 


there will remain 377339 inhabited Houſes in the 
Kingdom : But this falls ſomewhat ſhort of the 
Truth, tor I find in that Year there were at the 
Rate of 13.3 Counties, for which no Return was 
made of the Poor-houſes not talc to pay Hearth- 
money; and for the reſt of the Kingdom there 
were 7881 Poor-houſes return'd; in proportion to 
which there muſt have been 5607 Poor-houſes not 
return'd, which, . being added to 377339, makes in 


the whole the Number of inhabited Houſes 382846. 
I have reafon to believe this Computation is within 


the 
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the Truth ; tor I have often known Hearth-money 


ye. OO 0K 


in the ſeveral Provinces and in Cities and great 


as uſually done by the Bills of Mortality, The 


E 


Collectors fall ſhort, but never any who have given 
too large Returns of the Poor-houſes. Neither in 
the City of Dublin, nor any where thro' the King- 
dom, are included in this Number the Caſtle, Cuſtom- 
houſes, Barracks, Colledges, Work-houſes, Charity 
Schools, Watch-houſes, or Light-houſes. Kilns and 
Smiths Shops are always annex d to dwelling Houſes, 
unleſs the Smiths who work in them, be Inmates 
in other Houſes ; and thoſe are very few in Num- 
ber. 
Fxom ſeveral Returns made to me of the Num- 
ber of Perſons in each Family, in a great many 
contiguous Pariſhes in the County of Antrim, I find 
the Medium to be 4.36 to a Family; according to 
which the Number of Inhabitants in Ireland would 
amount to 1669644: But I dont inſiſt upon this 
as a juſt computation, I am apt to believe it is 
rather within the Truth. In order to have the 
computation Correct, it would be neceſſary to have 
a great many more Returns from different parts of 
the ng For, from a different way of living 
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Towns, there may be more in a Family in ſome 
parts of the Kingdom than in the County from 
whence I took my Eſtimate, 

| SHOULD we proceed the common way, without 
having proper Returns by which to fix a Medium, 
there would be no certainty in the calculation of 
our Numbers, For Inſtance let us take the City of 
Dublin, and propoſe to find out the Numbers in it 


Births or more juſtly the Baptiz'd by our Eſtab- 
liſh'd Clergy, for the Year ending Lady Day 1728, 
amount to 1672; in this Number no Diffenters of 
any kind are included, Proteſtant or Papiſt: So that 
were there a juſt account taken, the Diſſenters of 
all kinds equalling if not much exceeding thoſe of 

tho 
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the Eſtabliſh'd Church, the Births would be at leaſt 
double and conſequently above 3300. this would ex- 
ceed the Burials, which that Year amounted to 2946 
and exceeded the Burials of the preceding Year 183; ſo 
that they may be computed under 3000 annually in 
Dablin. In this Number are not included thoſe who 
Die in Town and are carry'd to the Country, nor 
Quakers who Bury in their own Yards; However 


ſuppoſe the Burials in round Numbers to amount to 


3000, one in _ Dying annually as computed 
by the Ingenious Doctor Halley; the Number of 

rſons in Dubliu would amount to ooo. but if the 

eturns made to Doctor Tiſdal were carefully taken, 
of the Numbers in each Houſe in two Pariſhes within 
the City and two in the Suburbs, from which he 
computed at a Medium 12 in each Houſe; the 
Number of Souls in Dabliu would amount to 
133955, there being 11086 inhabited Houſes in the 
City. Or if ten be allow'd to each Houſe, which 
moſt think is a low enough computation, conſider- 
ing how many live together in a Houſe in the Trad- 


ing part of the City, (where 70 perſons have been 


known to live in a Houſe ; there being a Family 
ſometimes in each Room, oftentimes in cach Floor, 
and in the Cellars) the Number then would amount 
to 110860. By this laſt computation, the Burials 


would not amount to 1 in 36 ; by the other, not 
above one in forty four. Hence I conclude, either 


the Regiſtrys in Dublin or in Bre//aw arc not ex- 
act; or Dublin is more healthy than the other. 

Ar rx the ſame Manner ſhould we endeavour 
to find out the Numbers 1n the Kingdom, by fixing 
a determined Era as in 1672 (when Sr. William Petty 
by the Returns found there were 200000 Houſes in 
the Kingdom ; and trom thence, allowing 5: to a 
Family, compured the Number then in Ireland to 
be 11000co) and ſuppoſing an Increaſe by Natural 
Generation, we mult be under great uncertainty ; 


— 
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Erik Sr. Milliam's Computation be wrong, the Foun- 


dation 


dation is deſtroy d: Beſides, the Climate, conſlitu- 


tion, Manner of Living, Government, Trade, and 
accidents of War, Famine, Plague, Perſecution, Oe 
make ſo great a difference, that ſame Countries 
when tolerably peopled may never double; and 
other Countries thinly peopl'd, by good Goveſn- 


ment, Liberty of Conſcience, Trade and Acceſſion 1 


of Inhabitants, may double in a very ſhort time, 
even by Natural Generation in leſs than 50 Years. 


But on ſuch Computations, the Incidental Cauſes 


being ſo various and uncertain, there can be no 


dependance without facts to build upon. * 
i Million of Inha- 


nus, for inſtance, ſuppoſe a 

bitants in Irelaud in 1691, when the War ended (by 
Mr. South's Computation trom the Pole Tax, there 
were 40000 more in 1695): We may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe 500000 of theſe 9 the War havin 

deſtroy d fewer of theſe than of the other ſex 
240000 of theſe above 14 and under 46, of an Age 
capable to bear Children. 4 40000 of theſe 
Barren, there would then have been 200000 breed- 
ing Women in the Kingdom; cach of theſe might 


have a Child once in two Vears, ſo the Births each 


Year might be 100000: I will add this to the firſt 
Number, becauſe many Die in the firſt Year of their 
Age, which would make the Number 1100000; and. 
ſuppoſe 1 in zo to Die, then the Burials would a- 
mount to 36666, which being ſubtracted from the 
Births, there would remain 63334 for the Neat 
Increaſe each Year. By this Computation the Nation 
might double in 16 Years, tho there were no Acceſſion 
of Inhabirants from abroad; for the Number of 
Breeding Women, who are daily coming of Age 
capable to bear Children, would add to the Births 
{ill more in Proportion, than the Increaſing Num- 
bers to the Burials. After the ſame Manner, ſup- 
ofing 1 in 5 only to bear once in two Years, the 

N. might be doubled in 42 Years. 
f B 2 Turrs 
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240 Years; and yet it 1s 


waſte in 1691, the Inhabitants, for the Reaſons be- 


* 


Tuts, tho' it ſhews the Poſſibility of doubling 


in a ſhort time, yet we find is very different from 


the Manner of Increaſing in this Age. Mr. King's 
Tables are laid down with a great deal of Judgment, 


yet it is highly probable he was wrong in his Com- 


tation of the time of England's doubling their 
umbers ſince the Norman Conqueſt. His ſuppoſi- 
tion of their having doubled in 435 Years preceding 
1690 I am perſuaded is too long a Term: For tis 
highly probable, from the breaking the Power of 
the Barons in King Henry the 7th Reign, the Afra 
of the Commencement of our preſent happy Conſti- 
tution, the Numbers in England are doubled in about 
robable they had not 
doubl'd from the Norman Conqueſt until that time, 
which was above 400 Years. The great Increaſe of 
their Numbers ſince, proceeds from the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of their Liberties Civil and Religious, and 
the Increaſe of their Trade and Commerce upon it : 
This drew in Numbers from many parts of Europe; 
and their Increaſe at home proceeded from the Peace, 


Plenty and ſatisfaction, which fince that time has 


happen'd to moſt Ranks and degrees of Men. | 

Txrequicker Increaſe before Countries are through- 
ly inhabited, is occaſion'd by the Eaſe they find in 
maintaining a Family where Proviſions and other 
neceſſarys are cheap. As Numbers increaſe, the 
diſſiculty in 8 ing for a Family increaſes in 
proportion; ſo that People 2 cautious in mary- 
ing, until they have provided ſomewhat to maintain 
a Family with tolerable Satisfaction. | 
T uvus the great Increaſe of the Number of Houſes 
in Ireland may be accounted for, and yet the Num- 
bers in each Family not be much leſſen'd, as ſome 
imagine they are by a Subdiviſion of Families; ſo 
that the dos of Perſons in a Family may be 
nearly the fame: For great part of Ireland lying 


fors 
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fore mention d, increas'd faſter than afterwards. | 


There was alſo an acceſſion of Inhabitants from 
Britain, and a conſiderable Encouragement given to 
Foreign Proteſtants to Promote their Reſidence 
amongſt us. The Papiſts alſo make it a principle 
of Conſcience to increaſe their Numbers, for the 

ood of the Catholick Religion, as they call it; and, 
or want of Nunnerics and Monaſteries, breed faſter 
here than in Countries where their Religion is Eſtab= 
liſh'd ; and, Fornication being accounted but a Venial 
Sin with them, their Girls are eaſily perſuaded to 
have Children very early, and take great care of 
them when they have them. What has of late 
occaſion'd a check to our increaſc, was the ſcarcity 
of Proviſions we had for 2 or 3 Years by reaſon of 


bad Seaſons and want of Granaries ; this, with our 


extravagant conſumption of foreign luxuries, turn'd 
the Ballance of Trade againſt us; and influenc'd a 


great many of our Proteſtant Poor for want of em- 


ployment to go to America, where they heard Pro- 
viſions were plenty and Cheap; and man 


Pp 5 * P apiſts 
went to fill up the Jriſb Regiments in the ſervice of 


France and Spain. 


Fxom the foregoing Table we may obſerve that 
thoſe Countries, where Trade and Commerce Flou- 
riſhes and particularly where the Linnen Manufacture 
is eſtabliſh'd, are by far the moſt populous; tho? 
ſome of them are the leaſt fertile. The Counties of 


Antrim, Down, Armagh, and Derry, the chief Linnen 


Counties, have not twenty Iriſh Acres to a Family; 
and yet if we caſt our eyes _ the moſt fertile 
parts of Manftcr, the rich Lands of Limrick and Tip= 
perary, We will find that the one has twenty two 
Acres and the other thirty five to each Family. 
Even Cork, whoſe Metropolis is a place of great 
Trade, and whoſe Coaſt 1s d with many r 
Towns, has near twenty one Acres to a Family. 
The Province of Connaught, which in moſt places is 


very 
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Very fertil, has above forty ſix; and even Leinſler; 
the Center of our Trade, has near twenty three, the 


Counties of Dublin and Loyth being excluded. As 
for Tyrone and Donnegal, tho' they may be reckon'd 


among the Linnen Counties; yet they appear but 


thinly inhabited, from their large Tracts of Deſart 


Mountains, that are invincible and not to be re- 


claim'd. 


Bux theſe Obſervations, we may not only ſee that 


there is a benefit ariſing to the Nation in general 
from Manufactures, but Landlords may perceive an 
immediate advantage accruing to themſelves in par- 
ticular. They will ſee how vaſtly Manufactures in- 


creaſe our Numbers; and as to the effect which that 


muſt neceſſarily have upon the value of Lands, by 
raiſing the demand for its produce, it is too plain 
to be inſiſted upon. 1 5 | 
Pex HAS it will not be amiſs here to take notice 
of the proportion Ireland bears to England, with 
regard to the Number of Inhabitants. 
By the Returns of the Collectors of the Fire- 


| hearths in England for the Year 1690, as Publiſh'd 
by Doctor Devenant, there were then 1319215 


Houſes in England; of which in Middel/ex, were 
111215, in Surry including South=wark, 40610, in 
Wales 77921, and in Torkſhire 121052. I will 


ſuppoſe England has increas'd in proportion to its 


Numbers twice as much in the laſt 35 Years from 


1690, as Ireland has done in the laſt 13 Years from 
1712 to 1725; tho they may be preſum'd to have 
increas'd conſiderably more, it being within 4 Years 


of thrice the time. Since Ireland in that time has 


increas'd 36380, above , of the whole in 1712; 


then adding + or twice as much for the Increaſe of 


England in 35 Years, it would have increas'd 263842 
ſince 1690; ſo that the Number of Houſes in Eug- 
land in 1725 would be 1583057. But ſince it may 
be reaſonably preſum'd they have increas'd by their 

| Union 
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Union with Scotland, and the many advantages they 
have over Ireland by Trade, &c, fully as much in 
proportion as we have done ſince 1712; I may ven- 
ture to add ner 17000 more, and yet ſtill be within 
Bounds when T-compute the Houſes in England in 
1725 at 16c00co. And conſidering their great- 
er Wealth, and Number of Rich and Populous 
Citys, five may be allow'd to a Family; fo that the 
Number of their Inhabitants, without includin 

North- Britain, would be 8000000. Then the Num- 
bers in Ezgland to thoſe in Ireland would be nearl 

as five' to one; and if Scotland be as Populous as 
Ireland, the Numbers in Britain to chicks in this 


Kingdom would be about 6 to One. 


Ir is reaſonable to believe that in 1690 there were 
in London within the Bills of Mortality 111000 
Houſes, the Number then computed in Middleſex ; 
for the Houſes in South-wark and Surrey within the 
Bills of Mortality are a greater Number than thoſe 
of Midaleſex excluſive of the City: And from the 
vaſt Increaſe of London ſince, I ſhall be within the 
Truth in ſuppoſing the Number at preſent to be 
125000 ; which is about gooo more than in Munſter 
or Leinſter, the moſt Populous Provinces in Ireland. 
London would then be to Dublin as 11 to one. It 
may be alſo obſerv d that Yorkjhire then had about 
5000 more than are now in Munfter or Leinſter; and 
the Number in Wales then, to either of them now, 
is nearly as 2 to 3. 

I ſhall now proceed to make ſome Obſervations 
upon the Trade and inland Improvements of Ire- 
land, arid confider what may be of advantage to us 
in our preſent ſituation and may enable us to live 
with ſatisfaction under the protection of Britain, in 
the Enjoyment of our Religious and Civil Libertics 
and Property. To diſcover all our Errors, and 
propoſe the beſt Methods of amendment, would re- 
quire a Perſon of the greateſt genius and moſt exten- 


jive 
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five knowledge: But fince ſuch a genius is not to be 
expected; every onc ſhould contribute according to 
his ability; that ſomething may ariſe from the whole, 
of uſe in the improvement of our Country. In hopes 
then of a favourable conſtruction of what I propoſe, 
J will endeavour with the greateſt impartiality and 
care to lay open all the difficultys upon Trade, 
which I can think of; and propoſe whatever I im- 
agine may be of benefit to it : And inſtead of being 
Splenatick or grumbling at any Reſtrictions put upon 
us by our Anceſtors, let us endeavour to promote 
the enjoyment of what we have with pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction ; that we may all in our ſeveral ſpheres 
chearfully contribute to " Sonia the Power, Wealth, 
Fame and Commerce of the Britiſh Empire, of which 
Ireland is no inconſiderable Member, : 

Iwill proceed with this view, without conſider- 
ing any Reſtraints put upon us by Britain, where 
they imagine we interfere in their Trade ; unleſs 
it be in ſuch inſtances, wherein I think it would be 
a benefit to them to give us greater liberty in Trade; 
for ſince we muſt allow that private intereſt docs 
ſometimes prevail in publick aſſemblies, as well as 
among private Perſons: All aſſemblies being com- 

s'd of private Perſons: We can't expect an inlarg- 


ment of Trade, (however Rational it may appear 


where nothing but Publick Spirit prevails;) unleſs 
we can make it appear that what we deſire is not 
only beneficial to that whole of which we are a part, 
but alſo not detrimental to thoſe who have a Power 
to obſtruct it. Nothing will more readily gain us 
greater conceſſions, than heartily and ſincerely ſhew- 
ing our inclinations to ſupport their Welfare and 
Glory, and to promote our joynt happineſs. This 
is the moſt prudent method to convince them, thar 
whatever they give, that may enable us to concur 
in ſupporting their Power and Empire againſt all 
forrcign Princes and Statcs, is given to themſelves: 
| X So 
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So that they ought to inlarge and ſtrengthen their 
Foundation, t6fupport ſo extended a Fabrick; ſince 
there is ground enough for all to · build upon. | 
T xz great advantage of Trade and Commerce 
to a Nation ariſes from the varicty of Employments 
given to the ſeveral Members of it; by cnablin 
them not only to ſupply the neceſſities and conveni- 
encies of each other with what their own Countr 
affords, but alſo to ſupply the wants of People in 
the moſt diſtant Regions and Climates with their 
produce and Labour; and in return to receive from 
them all that is neceſſary convenient or pleaſant in life 
which any part of the Earth can produce or hat- 
ever may be improv'd by the labour and ingenuity 
of Men in any Climate. This makes in effect every 
Nation, that is poſſeſs d of an extended Commerce, 
enjoy the benefit of the beſt Soils and Climates; tho 
rhaps, from their ſituation, -— might otherwiſe 
55 in the worſt. Trade makes the People of the 
whole Earth as one great Family ſupplying each 
others wants. Whatever Nation can by their pru- 
dence outdo others in Trade; fo as to increaſe their 
Exports and leſſen periſhable Imports and ſo in- 
creaſe their Stock by the return of a conſiderable 
Ballance ; muſt not only be a Magazine of all com- 
modities neceſſary” in life, but alſo abound in Gold 
and Silver, and thus prodigiouſly increaſe their pow= 
er: So that in caſe of War they are enabled by 
their amaſs'd Wealth, not only to defend themſelves; 
but to fit out Ships to protect their Trade and pro- 
vide all neceſſaries for carrying on an advantagious 
War againſt Kingdoms of much greater extent and 
Numbers, where, for want of Wealth and Magazines, 
they can make no uſe of their Numbers; for ſuch Na- 
tions, if they can't conquer at the firſt attempt; are 
not capable of continuing a War, but muſt fink under 
it, 5 | 
V | SINGE 


advance their Trade and Commerce, ſhou 


TT 


- Since theſe are the advantages of Trade and 


Commerce, and Merchants are abſolutely neceſſary 


to carry it on, is it not the Publick Intereſt to in- 
courage them as much as poſſible? For ſince the 
rofit gain d by the publick ariſes from the particu- . 
-O gains of private Perſons imbark'd in Trade and 
Manufactures ; no Perſon or Merchant will be con- 
ccrn'd in it, if he does not find it beneficial to him. 
Ir is undoubtedly then the Nations Intereſt to 
enable the Merchant to improve his fortune b) 


Trade; for 'tis he that ſets all the Wheels in Mo- 


tion. By his Correſpondence he finds out Markets 
tor Goods : he Advances the Money and run's all 
riſques: whatever ſums of Money he lays out unne- 
ceſſarily are ſo many Clogs upon Trade: *tis his 
Money is the ſpring of action, and keeps the whole 
Machine in Motion. If his Returns are quick, he 
will deal for leſs profit, and conſequently give high- 
er Prices for Goods at home and be able to afford 


them Cheaper abroad: by which means; he incour- 


ages the induſtrious at home by keeping up our 
Markets; and always keeps a Market open ee 
by being able to ſell, at leaſt at Par, with forreign 
Merchants. 
Irx this be allow'd to be rational and true it will 
neceſſarily follow that all Nations, who propoſe to 
[a prevent, 
as much as poſſible, Merchants from miſapplying 
their time and Money to other purpoſes and make 
their coming at Money as caſy as poſſible that they 


may be contented with a ſmall, profit by its circu- 
| lating faſter. Inlaying this Foundation right does the 


whole benefit by Trade conſiſt : and in this ; with 
proper AÆAconomy by ſumptuary Laws and employ- 


ment of the People of a Nation; lies the whole 


Myſtery of Trade. To theſe three points I ſhall _ 


endeavour to apply my ſelf, and, as far as I am cap- 
able, propoſe what may be advantagious in each; 
and 
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1 
and afterwards conſider ſeveral particular Improve- 
ments which may contribute to employ us, increaſe 
Exports, leſſen our Imports, and make ùs an 
eaſy and happy People. 1 | 


our Ex | 
E 


, * 


Tux principal diſcouragements and difficultys 
The Merchants of this Kingdom lic under, are owing 
to the height of Intereſt of Money; the Dutys 
upon Exports and Imports; and the delay and ex- 


pence that attends the Methods, in this Country, of 
coming at their Debts. 6 


2 


Tux benefit accruing to a Nation from the low- 
neſs of Intereſt, is ſq fully treated of by Sir Jos 
Child, that it will be 1 add any thing upon 
that . : but it is ſo warmly oppos'd by thoſe 


tereſt, and they make ſo conſiderable a Body both by 
their Numbers and Wealth, that I think it neceſſary 
to ſay ſomething upon that ſubject; and the rather 
becauſe it is of the utmoſt conſequence in Trade, 
1 therefore a matter of the greateſt importance to 
the riches and happyneſs of every Country. 

Wurz Iatereſt of Money is High; Land, Pro- 
viſions and all the Commodities of the Country muſt 
neceſſarily be cheap. As for inſtance: when Money 
was at 10 per Cem, And conſequently Land at 10 
or 12 Years purchaſe; would any Perſon improve 
his Lands by Building, Planting, Draining, Fencing 


£ 


or Soiling, and perhaps not make 5 or 6 per Cent 


for his Money; when he" could „ Land ſo 
cheap, or have ſuch high Intereſt? Or would a Mer- 


9 


e an immediate gain by the height of In- 


chant give any tolerable price for the commodities of | 


the Country, when he could not Trade abroad to 


advantage without making 15 or 16 per Cent Profit, 
conſidering his Riſque and the high Intereſt he paid? } 
For the ſame reaſon he could not ſell at Par abroad 


with forreign Merchants, upon account of the ex- 


ceſſive Freight occafion'd by high Intereſt ; the 
foreign Merchants being content with leſs prof 


t, 
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their Goods at an caſy Freight. 42 
PRovITsLoxs and all Commodities at home being 
cheap; the Farmers and Labourers, by employing 
a ſmall part of their time, procur d all the neceſſaries 
they requir'd and would not Work the remainder 
of their time. Thus all Induſtry was at a ſtand, 
and Indolence and Idleneſs overſpread the Country. 
This we had experience of, when Intereſt was 10 
high in this Kingdom; then moſt Men were fond 
ot purchaſing, or laying out their Money at Intereſt ; 
few were inclin'd to | 
fond of quitting a way of life that lay under ſo many 
difficultys and diſcouragements. The young Mer- 
chant, that had but a ſmall Stock to begin with, 
found it more for his advantage to act by Com- 
miſſion for Foreigners than pay ſuch high Intereſt 
as Trade could not bear; and Forreigners were 
tempted to lay out their Money at Intereſt here, 
and not only took away our Merchant's profit but 
alſo the very Vitals from the Kingdom. : 


Tus arc the conſequences of high Intereſt ; 


. *. 


but let us turn the Scale, and ſee what are the effects 
of low Intereſt. Where Intereſt is at 3 or. 4 per 
Cent, the Money-lender can't double his principal 
at ſimple Intereſt in leſs than 25 or 334 Years, and 
at compound Intereſt not under 20 or 26; If he lays 
| out; his Money in Land, he, has leſs; Land being 
better than Mortgages or common 2 y: by onc, 
or at leaſt + per Cent. Thus, when he finds he can't 
| live upon the Intereſt of his Money without great 


- 


Aconompy, nor purchaſe Lands without greater ex- 
pence; he will employ; his. time in ſome, buſineſs or 
employment profitable. to the Publick ; and apply 


k himſelf early to buſineſs and employ, his Money in 
7 | Trade, whereby he has a proſpect of ſo much greater 
gain; and, if he has not been bred to that buſineſs, 
die will lay out his Money in eee joynt 
1 & Stocks 
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by procuring Money at low Intereſt and carrying 


rade; thoſe that did, were 


L211 
Stacks. for Trade. Thus, where Intereſt is low, 
thoſe who have Money muſt be equally induftrioug 
with thoſe that have none, or mult live in a low 
Station and appear to have little or none. | 
- [Taos who are already poſſes d of Lands, will 
find the Value of them to riſe ſo high; that in- 
ſtead of attempting to purchaſe the Lands of another 
at a high price, they will incline to employ the in- 
duſtrious Poor, in purchaſing upon their own by in- 
riching and improving them; which they can do at 
leſs expence. Thus, as Lands riſe in Value, they will 
be improv'd. in goodneſs; and may, by proper in- 
duſtry, be rais'din many places from 4 or 5, to twenty 
or thirty Shillings per Acre. This would be an im- 


menſe profit to a Nation, and would be in effect ad- 
ding Þ much more Land to it; for the Lands of 
each Kingdom may be ſaid to bear ſuch proportion 


to each other, as the. Produce and Numbers they 
can maintain. | | 

T avs the ſame Lands improv'd, will yield many 
more proviſions and rich commoditics to employ and 
maintain a much greater Number of People; and yet 
proviſions be kept at a reaſonable price; by which 
means labour wont riſe, but T'rades-men and Many» 
factures will be employed to advantage. 5 
Tus Trade and Navigation — be improv'd 
by the increaſe of our Exports and employment 
of our People; which is the genuine ſource of a 
beneficial Trade. Young Merchants, of a good 
Character and Capacity, might then have Money 
ſo cheap; that they could afford to Trade for 5 Fl 
or 6 per Ceut Profit; and aſſociate with others in 
Trade; and at the fame time repay the Principal | 
and Frow rich. Building and fitting out of Ships | 
and freight would be cheaper than when Intereſt 1 
was high; by Labour's being kept low from the 1 
plenty of proviſions, and becauſe many of the Ma- 
terials would be furniſh'd cheaper by the Merchant 
who could deal for leſs profit. | . BY 


- 
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| „ 
By lowneſs of Intereſt the Merchant could ft 
only afford to ſell what he imported cheaper; but 
alſo could give greater prices for our Exports, and 


yet underſell Merchants abroad Who had not the 


ſame advantage. Thus induſtry would be promoted; 


Trade would circulate briskty ; the Value of Laid: 


would rife immenſely; and Merchants, when they 


had made conſiderable gain by Trade, finding no 


great advantage to be made by purchaſing Lands 
at a high Value; would continue their Stock and 
breed up their Children in 'Trade and conſequently 
would not. check the Current but rather find out 
new Channels-and look into all the ſources'of Trade. 

TRADE has alfo this peculiar advantage that it 
is not eaſily overſtock'd; for, as Merchants increaſc 


in Numbers, they naturally inlarge the field of Tide 


and make buſineſs for one another. Thus encourage- 
ment is given for new Improvements, inventions 
and diſcoveries beneficial in Trade. Fiſheries 
and other projects where a great National gain may 
be made ; tho ſmall to each particular Perſon, would 
be brought to perfection; and the Carrying-Trade, 


which is ſo very beneficial,” muſt — center 
n 


with that Nation that has Money at loweſt Intereft ; 


which by that Means is able to deal for leaſt Profit. 


« "RED, - , \ , - ; o gx 2x 7 © 
This is alſo an encouragement to build Granaries 


and other Ware-houſes to lodge Grain E9c in, when 


cheap; and to make benefit of the rife of Markets 
abroad. It will alſo promote the ÆAconomy and 
Frugality of a Nation, in ſpite of all prejudices to 
the contrary. I ſhall only mention theſe further 
advantages ariſing from the lowneſs of Intereſt; 
it compels younger Children of ſmall fortunes, who 
can't maintain themſelves handſomely by the Intereſt 
of their Money, to employ it in Trade or Manu- 
factures; it alſo tacreaſes the Number of Merchants 
and induſtrious Perſons who employ the Poor g and 
it leſſens the Number of poor Gentlemen with their 
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5 -nuine off-ſpring, Rakes, Sharpers, Gameſters eie. 0 


Fhere are many other advantages to be had from 
the lowneſs of Intereſt, but my intention is only to 


. point out fome of the chief. 


Tue next thing to be conſider'd, is; whether the 


"heyefits. ariſing from low Intereſt, are to be procur'd 


in this Kingdom by Laws forbidding high Intereſt 
under ſevere penalties, or whether the having plen- 
ty of por the only way of reducing it. Since 
People are divided in opinion upon this queſtion ; I 
will conſider what may be faid/ on either fide, and 
endeavour to find out which is the beſt and moſt 
expeditious way of obtaining an end ſo much to be 
deſir'd. 
On the one ſide of the queſtion it is urg'd; that 
the plenty or ſcarcity of Money muſt neceſſarily 
lower' or raiſe the Intereſt of it ; in proportion to 
the ſums wanted and Numbers demanding, and the 


ſums to be lent and Number of People who have 


it to lend. This at firſt View ſeems to be highly 
rational; for the ſcarcity of any commodity wanted 
and the Number wanting muſt raiſe the price, in 


proportion as the poſſeſſion of it is neceſſary; and 
the Reverſe will 1 when it is plenty, provided 


the commodity, be Periſhable: For he who has it, 
and has no uſc for it, wants to get rid of it leaſt it 
ſhould periſh in his hands; tho he ſhould be a loſer 
in parting with it ; for it would be better to loſe 
part than all: But Money ſo far differs from many 
other Commodities, that, when it is ſcarce, it is not 
abſolutely neceſſary but convenient; and when plen- 
ty, it is only ſo far to be accounted periſhable, as the 
gain that might have been made of it (had it been 
ut out to Intereſt) is loſt, but is not intrinſically 
2 in it ſelf, We frequently ſee Uſurers and Money- 
lenders keep it by them a conſiderable time, in hopes 
of having higher Intereſt or better ſecurity, even 
until they loſe as much as they can propoſe to gain 
in 
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In a conſiderable time by the high Intereſt they 
expect. So tis not abſolutely the plenty or ſcarcity 
of Money, which raiſes and lowers the Intereſt; but 
the Circumſtances and Character of the Perſons wan- 
ting, or the ſecurity offer d being good or not: Thi 
 -Wherc there is no Law, will alter the height o 
Intereſt 2 or 3 per Cent; and in Countries, where 
there is a Law Penal to thoſe that exceed a limited 
Intereſt, a Man of good Character in buſineſs or 
giving good ſecurity will abate the legal Intereſt x 
or 2 per Cen. | NO 
Ir is plain in Kingdoms where there is no Law 
to limit or Reduce the Intereſt of Money, if Money 
be ſcarce, tho good ſecurity be offer'd, yet Uſurers 
will exact a very high Intereſt: And if they think the 
ſecurity inſufficent, they will exceed all bounds; and if 
Money be plenty, they will beat down the Intereſt 
upon one another, to get the beſt ſecurity. Bat in 
Countrics where penal Laws arc in force to limit the 
Intereſt, the caſe is very different, for then, tho' Money 
be ſcarce, they muſt give it at legal Intereſt or other- 
wiſe attempt to evade the Law by inſerting more 
Money in the ſecurity than was really lent, under 
| pretended Sales of Goods not cafily to be valued, 
or by cxtorting unlawful Intereſt by threatning to 
call in the EIT. As the Lender, in both theſe 
caſes, would be liable to a forfeiture of the Money 
lent or ſome other very ſevere Penalty in caſe of a 
diſcovery ; and as a diſcovery would be very much 
for the Intereſt of the borrower ; and no Perſon 
would borrow on ſuch terms, but one in deſperate 
or very diſtreſs'd Circumſtances ; all thoſe things 
conſider'd; it is ſcarce to be imagin'd that any Man 
in his wits would run the riſque of ſo great a loſs, 
as that of loſing his whole Principal Money 4 2 
» by the Penalty of the Law, or the poverty of the 
borrower, for the proſpect of ſo ſmall a gain; when 
he might at the ſame time, by employing his Money 
in 
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in Trade, make A gain both greater and more 2 | 


whilſt the onl culty the borrower would be 
put to, would be to haye no credit to borrow Money 
at illegal Intereſt ; which would be an advantage to 


him, and perhaps put him upon living frugally be- 


_ were quite ruin'd and reduc'd to ſtarve in a 
O , 
Tux Conſequence then of reducing Intereſt by 
Law would be, that any Perſon of a ſober Charac- 
ter 1n profitable buſineſs, or who could give good 
Security, might borrow Money with a View of im- 
provement at or under the legal Intereſt: And thoſe 
who would borrow, with a View to defraud their 
Creditors, would find a difficulty to procure it; 
which would equally be of benefit to the Publick. 
Txvs Laws made to reduce Intereſt muſt take 


effect, where Money is ſcarce; for thoſe who have 


Money mutt lend it at the legal Intereſt, or run a riſ- 
_ that no wiſe Man would venture, or muſt employ: 

cir Moncy more to the publick advantage in Trade 
or Improvements; and the Extravagant, having few 
to ſupport them, would be oblig'd to live within 
Bounds, andRetrench; this conſequently would make 
Money leſs wanted, and would aſſiſt in lowering the 
Intereſt, and procuring Money by Induſtry. | 

Ir is then highly neceſſary to make Laws, to pre- 
vent exorbitant Intereſt in all States. Tis alſo pru- 


dent, from time to time, to abate it by new Laws, 


tho' Money be not plenty, until it is at Par with o- 
ther trading Nations : fince it is plain no Nation 
can Trade upon an equal footing with other Nations, 
unleſs the Merchant's 2 be equal in proportion to 


the riſque, and he can aflord to ſell at Par with foreign 


Merchant's abroad. Since it is alſo obvious that 
the lowneſs of Intereſt promotes Frugality and In- 
duſtry, which conſequently increaſes Money, Ithink 


It is ighty rational, to begin at the right end, and 


abate Intereſt by Law; this we are ſure will _—_ 
| 0 
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SO tg. 

the effect: Whereas if we wait till Money grows. 
plenty, or the Frugal exceed the Extravagant, with- 
out making Laws to promote Frugality which will 
in part execute themſelves and oblige us to be good 
Aconomiſts; deer x a plenty of Money may never 
happen, and Intereſt conſequently never be lower'd 
or the Nation improv'd. | 

THexre are ſome that allow all that has been 

faid for low Intereſt, and yet inſiſt that we ought 
always to follow Britain in lowering it, and have it 


here 1 vr 2 per Cent above the legal Intereſt there: 


What are the reaſons that ſway them to that opi- 
nion I can't eaſily find out. After being convinc'd 
that the lower Intereſt is, the more frugal and in- 
duſtrious we muſt be, that Trade muſt be carry'd 
on to greater National and private profit, that 
freight muſt be cheaper, and that we ſhould effectuall y 


' hare with other Nations the carrying Trade, as alſo 


in Fiſherics and other Improvements; Yet afterwards 
to ſay it is our Intereſt that Britain ſhould have 1 
or 2 per Cert the advantage of us, tho' they exceed 
us vaſtly imall other improvements and convenien- 
cies for Trade, ſeems to me to be ſo inconfiſtent, 
I could wiſh to know the true reaſons they found 
their judgments upon. ; 
Ix the legal Intereſt here being at Par with that 
of Britain, were an occaſion of draining our Mone 
from us, or obſtructing our Trade, they would have 
xeaſon for their opinion: But ſince it is evident it 
would have the contrary effect, and even were it 
lower, would rather increaſe than diminiſh our Mo- 
ney and Trade; for we ſhould be the Lenders, ra- 
ther than the borrowers from thence, which miſt be 
allowed is always advantagious, by a conſtant return 
of the Intereſt; this rather makes againſt them than 
otherwiſe, The only plauſible reaſon I can give 
for their opinion, is, that thoſe who have Money 
unemploy'd in Trade, would lend their Money in 
n | | Britain 
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Britain, and go and reſide with their Debtors whers i 
their Mortgages and other Securitics lay. If | 
this were a ſufficient inducement, why don't the 
Engliſh, who lend Money in Ireland and in the Plan- 
tations at high Intereſt, go and reſide with their 
Debtors, or the Dutch, when they lend their Mone 

in England, go and reſide in Britain? But the reaſon 
is plain from what I have already ſaid; when the 
Intereſt is reduced very low, there is no incourage- 
ment to live upon the Intereſt alone; People muſt 
then be induſtrious as well as frugal, and employ 
themſelves in ſome Buſineſs profitable to them and 
the Common=-wealth. 


Tus thoſe who make Money by induſtty, would 


be imbark'd in Trade or other buſineſs, and would 


not leave it to go to England and live upon the In- 
treſt of their Money, where living is more expenſive ; 
But if they gain'd more than was ſufficient to carr 

on their Trade, they would tranſmit and lend the 
over- plus, if they could find no way of laying it out 


to advantage here, and reſide here at a diſtance from 


London, where they could live cheaper and at leſs 
expence, and follow the buſineſs they were imbark'd 
in. It would alſo oblige them to breed up their 
Children to their own bulineſs or ſome other equally 
bencficial ; which would induce them to reſide in 


the Kingdom. 


Bur perhaps it may be ſaid, that England being 
the Center of Trade and Wealth, thoſe who had 


1 would rather go there to Trade and employ. 
"302 IM 


is reaſon equally holds good for the reſt of 
England againſt London, which in great meaſure runs 
away with the Trade, Profit and Caſh of the King- 
dom: But it would be no advantage to the Country, 
to have Intereſt 1 or 2 per Cent higher than in London, 

to prevent their lending Money in London, and goin 
afterwards upon that to reſide there. As there are 
ſeveral Trading Towns in Britsin very rich beſides 
| D a Lond o * 
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London, as Briftol, Newcaſtle, Leverpool, Glaſcow, Nor- 
wich and other Manufacturing Towns, notwithſtand- 
ing Intereſt is the ſame through Britain; ſo I can't 
| ſee why Ireland might not have a ſhare in the Trade 
of the World, tho never to come into competition 


| with England, ſufficient to employ. thoſe who have 


Money and would be induſtrious, without going to 
England to live upon the Intereſt of their Patrimony, 


or what they had acquir'd. The improvements 


made in Ireland by reducing of Intereſt, would be 
alſo ſome inducement to take up with a retreat here 
if they quit buſineſs. by 5 

In our Trade, tho' we are depriv'd of the moſt 
beneficial part of the Woollen-ManufaQture, yet we 


bave many ways left open to employ Money to ad- 
vantage. We have all the improvements to be made 
of Land by Fencing, Draining, Planting and Tillage; 


we have the Linnen and Hempen-Manufactures in 
all their Branches, a very extenſive Trade : We may 
export Mettals Manufactur'd to any part of Europe 


and moſt parts of Africa: We may undertake the 
= Fiſherics, either Herring, White Fiſh, or the Whale 
= Fiſhery : We may improve our Silks and Manu- 
& £fctures of Cotton for our home conſumption ; and 
W afterwards by proper application may get them, 


at leaſt in mixturęs with Linnen, made a Branch of 
our foreign Trade: We may ere& Magazines and 


Granaries, and be a ſharer in the carrying Trade of 


1 the World: So that to the induſtrious a large ſcope is 
allow'd to employ all the Money and Stock it is 


| probable Ireland will ever be maſter of, without 


going to refide in Exgland. It will only be the in- 
dolent and lazy, and not the induſtrious, that will 
# beinclin'd to leave us; and ſuch Noble Families, and 


Mien of fortune, as will always attend the Court and 


Circle of pleaſure. Theſe we find even now do go; 


and it will always be ſo, whether the generality of the 


People be rich or not: Since the Court is there, all 
| : | our 
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prevents juſt ſo much Trade. It may be objected, 


briskneſs of Trade, in the mean time between the 


CY _ 
our redundant Caſh not employ'd in Trade will be 
ſpent there; but that is no reaſon why we ſhould 
not be in a Capacity and State of gaining more. 

Ir ttis reaſoning be juſt, and there be not more 
weighty objections than do occur to me; J think uo 
time ought to be loſt in reducing Intereſt: And tho 
it mayn't be proper to lower it at once to a Par 
with Britain; yet we ought not to be eaſy till it be 
ſo, but lower it with the greateſt diſpatch that may 
in «a be thought requiſite to gain the end 
deſir d. 

Tux next Clog upon Trade I ſhall take notice 
of, is, the high Duties that are paid upon moſt of 
our exports and imports. Tho this would be leſs. 
burthenſome. to the Merchant, if the Intereſt of. 
Money were reduced; and is not ſo prejudicial as 
high Intereſt, which accompanys a 2 thro” 
his whole Trade; this affecting him only at the 
time of payment: Yet it is a very great prejudice 
to the Publick, and diſcouragement to the Mer- 
chant. Money in the Merchants hand never lics idle: 
The moment he receives it, he conſiders how he may 
lay it out with profit either at home or abroad; in 
buying up our Goods to anſwer forcign Markets; 
or in taking the advantage of cheap Markets abroad 
tor what we want to conſume at home, and alſo to 
carry to other places where they may be wanted and 
they find the Markets are higher; either way it is 
a gain to the Merchant and Kingdom. Every thing 
therefore that draws Money from the Merchant, 


that the Merchant does not ſuffer by theſe Duties, 
becauſe he puts a ſuitable price upon his Goods. 
To this I anſwer, the price of the Goods may poſſibly 
make up the private loſs of the Merchant; but it 
never can make a recompence to the Publick for that i 
profit which the Nation would have had, by the 


Merchants 
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F 
Merchant's advancing Money for the Duty and his 
being paid for the Goods. 8 
DorrEs, upon ſuch exports as are to he encou- 
rag d, are extremely improper and highly prejudicial 
to Trade, for theſe further reaſons. They fall upon 
the Husband-Man or Artificer, who raiſes or Manu- 
factures Goods for export, and diſcourage induſtry 
and labour; for they either lower our Markets at 
home, or raiſe the price of our Commodities abroad, 


and ſo prevent a ready Market and quick Return. 


Ir would therefore be advantagious to all Nations, 
who have the power to do it, to take off the Duties 
upon exported Commodities; except the primums 
of Manufactures, which can be wrought up at home 
and give employment to the Poor ; for-which they 
have a forreign Vent: And alſo all high Duties 
inwards, which affect the Merchant and incourage 
Running of Goods, even the Duties upon ſuch things 
as are prejudicial when conſum'd at home, provided 
they may again be re- exported to advantage; for 
every thing added to the Merchants charge upon 
Goods, in waſte and Warchouſe-Room Oc. is a 
Clog to the carrying Trade, a Trade highly bene- 
ficial to all who deal in it. It is plain no drawback 
will anſwer the End, when a high Duty is upon 
Goods inwards; for the Intereſt of the Money 
the Merchant paid in Duties upon importation, un- 
till the time the Goods are re- exported, is juſt ſo much 
loſs to him, and in ſo far prevents Trade. 

SINCE all Duties inwards, beſides being diſad- 
vantagious to Trade, are found to lie at laſt upon 
the Conſumer ; and the landed Intereſt, the rich and 
luxurious pay the greateſt part: The prudenteft 


and beſt method of raiſing Taxes, and leaſt expen- 


five in Trading Countries that have many Ports to 
Guard, and ot fecuring the Payment of the Duties, 
and preventing the frauds in Running them clan- 
deſtinely, would be to take off all Port Duties, and 

Place 
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pac: the Taxes upon Land, Moveables and inland 
xciſcs.., | pw | — 
T ne Exciſes ſhould be ſo proportion'd as to be 
laid partly upon neceſſaries, but _— ſuch a Man- 
ner as would promote induſtry and Labour, in which 


the Poor would pay their reaſonable proportion; and 


the remainder and greateſt part be laid upon luxu- 
rious Eating, Drink, Dreſs, Furniture, Equipage, 
Gaming, Sc. * 
Wukxx the intention is to diſcourage the im- 
rtation of 3 Goods prejudicial to the Pub- 
ick, there to put high Licences and Exciſes upon 


them in the Retailers or Conſumers hands; and if 
they are entirely prohibited, then to = the penalty 
upon the Conſumer or wherever found. Whatever 
proportion ſhould be thought proper ta be laid up- 
on Lab would have this conveniency, that thoſe 
who have Fortunes and don't reſide in their Country, 
would bcar a proportion of the Taxes; which is 
not done when all "Taxes arc rais'd upon the Con- 
ſumer by Duties and Excifes, This method of 
Taxing would effectually promote ZEconomy and 
Frugality in the rich, and Induſtry in the poor; when 
they found the Taxes only laid upon ſuch neceſſaries 
as would oblige the Poor to apply their time to 
labour; and the remainder to lye upon the expen- 
five and idle Conſumers of their Wealth and Time. 

A Regulation of this kind will no doubt be ex- 
tremely hard, if not Impracticable to be procur'd 
in a Country, where moſt of the Duties are of 
the King's hereditary Revenue; even tho? an equi- 
valent ſhould be given to the Crown for them. 
However I thought it would not be improper to give 
the following Abſtract of our Revenue at a medium 
of 6 Years ending Lady Day 1729: that I may 
ſhew how much of it falls upon Trade. — 

7 * 4 
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IT be total Revenue, at a Medium) | 
of 6 Years ending Lady Day 25 540562 18 3 


amounts to. 


Charge of Collection, 

Light-Houſes, Ca- 

ſualties, Premiumeſ 68655 13 5 
Oc. 

Prawbacks, and Por- ; 

tage Bills to aten 9498 7 11 
: of Ships. > * | 
Drawbacks upon the 

additional rea? 4793 13 10k 


Total Charge 


Toral of the neat produce of the 7 
Revenue at ſaid Medium. 1 47015 3 10 


5 _ 2 | 1799 | 

enera 89164 16 
jam paid | Inwards + 9 4d 4 
y Mer- | Cuſtoms I 

chants in Cond eren 33325 5 93 
reditary | Exciſe. I 170019 7 
Revenue. | {| - Prizage. ir 


J. Y J. d. 


82947 14 5 


Light-Houſe Duties, Fines, zs 
Seizures and Caſualties. x | 4010 14 91 | 


* 


Total by Merchants, towards 8 
the Heredig evenue. $ 2084 17 1 


n. 
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3 || Brought forward 208422 17 


A { Tobacco, 1222 
Wine, 16302 8 's 
Paid by | 


Spirits 12106 10 
Nier- | NMuſlin, "> 11 ans 


chants | Ladia Goods, 
in part! | Moloſſes, Lin- 

of the p ven and Yarn, 7 8615 19 4k 
additi- Callicoe, Tea, 

onal Coffee, Cacao- 

Reve-. “ | Nuts, Twine 
66 þ nue \ Land Cordage, ; 

3 Total, paid by Merchants, 5 | 
10 towards the additional Re- — 78624 147 
10 venue M — — 


Total upon Trade | 287047 11 $ 


* — 


2 4 8 ; | . 
The Here- Excite 8 75554 © 6 
_ 0 
eyenue cences, 4 $955' 3 4 


- rais'd up- 
on Lan d, 1 Wine & 


Inland f by f wrong C3772 1 64 
Fin nd | Licenſes 2 

earth=- | 1 
3 at] . "Ra © 63552 19 11k 
0 0 _ Hearth- : 61 


2 


I 7 


— 


Paid Total by HereditaryRevenues I 93781 * „ 
| E Total 


n 


3 a % | | J. S.: ds 
Total by Trade brought forward 287047 118 
Total by Hereditary 

Revenue drang 193781 14 9 
forwards . | 


B 8 Exciſe. 59733 11 10 


otal by Land, Exciſe} 3 
1 mmm n253SHS G6 7 


r 1 


Total of the Revenue as above. 540562 18 3 


Taxvs we ſee the Duties upon Trade exceed 
thoſe upon Land, Hearth-Moncy and inland Ex- 
ciſe, by the ſum of 33532 J. 5 5. 1 d. and that the 

Duties upon Trade in the whole amount to 287047 J. 
11 5. 8 1 the greateſt part of which is ready Money 
out of the Merchants pocket, that is ſeldom repaid 
him by thoſe he deals with, till a conſiderable time 
after; and tho” by the advanced price upon his goods, 
he is paid a large Intereſt for his Money; yet (as I 
have already obſerv'd) the Nation loſes the benefit 
he would have made in the mean time by the quick 
Circulation of his Money, and the employment he 
would have given to the induſtrious Poor. 

I T may be ſaid that the detriment is not ſo great 
to Trade, fince in the additional, and great part of 
the hereditary Revenue, it is laid upon Commoditics 
the conſumption of which ought to be diſcounte- 
nanc'd,as Wines, Brandies, Tobacco, Eaft-Indiagoods, 
Silks and other foreign Goods and Manufactures, with 
which or as good we might be furniſh'd at home. 1 
allow this to be true: But mayn't the Payment of 


Importer, by. taking from the Retailer or Conſumer ; 


be run, much after the manner as now us'd by 
an imported account, When the Merchants do not 
make prompt payment, for which they are allow'd 
an abatement. By this method the Merchants "on 

| ; aye 


the Duties be contriv'd ſo as to caſe the Merchant 


the high Duties of ſuch goods as are moſt liable to 


d 
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have more Money circulating thro' their hands; it 
would alſo in ſome meaſure leſſen the temptation of 
running of goods, when the Merchants did not pay 
ready Money at importation z and they could lien 
better afford giving them Store-houſc room, and 
make a gain upon Re- exportation, when they did not 
advance the Duty. For their further incourage- 


ment, I could wiſh that no Duty remain d upon 


goods Re-exported: For this would by no means 
leſſen the Duty upon goods conſumed at home, but 
rather increaſe it, by employing a greater Number 
of Men and Ships, when we could furniſh our Neigh- 
bours by our Navigation; and no Veſſel ſhould be 
allowed to Export them, but of ſuch a Burthen as 
might Trade with advantage to ſome Country beyond 
the Britiſh Iſles; and alſo give Bond, tho they enter'd 
for a foreign Port, to return ſufficient Vouchers, the 
dangers of the Seas excepted, that the goods were 
landed at ſuch or ſome other foreign Port; which 
would prevent their re-landing them upon our own, 
or Britiſh Coaſts. 9 

Tux Merchants thus, not paying Duty upon Im- 
portation, ought to be accountable to the Officers 
of the Revenue tor it, upon ſelling any of their goods 
to the Retailer or Conſumer, that the Duty might 
not be loſt. They thar are allowed this priviledge, 


ought to be Reſident and of an eitabliſh'd Charact- 


er, or be oblig'd to give reſident Merchants ſureties 
for the payment of the Duties. And they might 
cither take the Duty from the Buyer upon Sale, if 
he were not well known, or their Books might be 
Vouchers againſt the perſons to whom ſold ; and 
they ſhould till be liable to the Duty, if it could 
not be come at in the retailers or conſumers-hands. 

T x1s would be ſome incouragement to the honeſt 
Merchant; the conſumer would pay no more than 
at preſent for what he takes; and the Revenue 
would rather increaſe upon ir than fink. The only 

preſent 


1 
preſent diſadvantage to the Revenue, would be the 
poſt- poning the Duties two or three Months; but 
the briskneſs of Trade, and the prevention of the 
clandeſtine running of goods, would more than make 
amends for it. Tobacco, Brandies and Wines ought 
to haye the Duties lower'd; and the Retailers and 

Conſumers of Wines and Brandies ought to be put 

under high Licenſes, eſpecially oublick Taverns, or 
others retailing them; and alſo all private Houſes 
that take from a Whole-ſale Merchant; but not 

thoſe who take from Taverns or Shops that pay 
high Licenſe. Every perſon alſo retailing Tobacco 
ougght to pay a high Licenſe to make up the Duty 
taken off; and no perſon uſing Tobacco or Snuff 
ſhould bę allow'd to buy from any Whole-ſale Mer- 
chant, but only from thoſe who take out ſuch Li- 
cenſes: And it any Whole-ſale Merchant ſhould fell 
to any perſon not Certify'd to be under Licenſe, let 
him be liable to a Premunire or ſome other ſevere 
. Foreign Manufactures, and all other goods 

iable to be Run by reaſon of high Duties, ought to 
be treated after the ſame manner, in order to diſcour- 
age their conſumption; and thus the legal Dutics 
would be regularly paid. [ 

I muſt own our preſent inland Exciſe upon Malt- 
Liquors 1s liable to great frauds, and attended with 
great expenee: But if Exciſes were made more ge- 
neral, the expence would be leſs in proportion; and 
the method here propos'd of levying the Duties 
upon Trade, might alſo be us'd in the Exciſe upon 
Malt-Liquors, with great benefit to the publick. For 
if the Exciſe were laid upon Malt, to be paid by 
' thoſe that bought from the Malfter's, according to 
the proportion of Drink a Barrel of Malt would 
make, and that Barrel was determin'd and ſold by 
weight, the Malſter's Books being vouchers of the 


Sale, and the Malt view'd in his Hands, a conſider- 


able expence in the Salaries of Officers would he 
: ſav'd, 
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ard, and the frauds now committed by the Retail- 


ers of Malt-Liquors would be avoided. To make 


the Tax payable by the Malſter, would be attended 
with this inconveniency ; the Tax would not fall fo 


much upon the conſumer as upon the Farmer, and 


would therefore in effect be a Tax upon Land; be- 


cauſe che Malſter would in a good meaſure deduct 
it from the price he no gives for Corn. 

Ir ſuch a method be thought feaſible, there need 
be no alteration in the Taxes: And if new Taxes 


were at any time neceſſary, they might be laid upon 


luxury, Dreſs, Equipage and Gaming; to be levy'd 
by way of Exciſe upon the conſumer or Gameſter. 

hus by lowering of Intereſt, cafing the Merchant, 
and by that means preventing a traudulent 'Trade, 


T would not doubt to ſee our Commerce and in- 


duſtry increaſe ; and our preſent Revenue, without 
ever loading us with new Taxes, not only pay our 
Eſtabliſhment, but afford a ſufficient redundancy to 
his Majeſty to beſtow upon merit and ſervices per- 
form'd to the Crown and Kingdom, | 
Ir won't be improper here to conſider the pro- 
ortion our Taxes bear to thoſe of Britain, with re- 
Foca to our Wealth and Numbers. The funds ap- 
propriated to pay the debts in Britain, together 
with the Civil and Military Lift, Fleet, Sc. amount 
at preſent to about ſix Millions; and may be pre- 


ſum'd to continue ſo in time of peace, to reduce the 


debts the quicker by a larger ſinking fund: And 


when the debts in Britain are entirely paid, the 
Taxes may be leſſen'd to 2 Sg t. 
TE Taxes rais'd in Irelaud amount to 540000 /. 
and the Taxes appropriated to pay our debt, 
may amount to 200007. more; in all 560000 J. an- 
nually. | 8 
Tu Number of People in England in 1690, was 


computed by the ingenions Mr. King at 5500520, 


being ſuppoſed at 49g to a Family z which * 
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puted gain'd by their induſtry annually at a medium 
7 J. 18 5.0 per Head: So that the yearly income of 
England then was about 43 500000 J. I have already 
obſerv'd, that ſince that time the Number of Houſes 
in England may be preſum'd to increaſe to 1600000; 
and ſince in Irelaud there are computed at leaſt 
4.36 at a Medium to each Family; it may be reaſon- 
ably ſuppos'd, by the greater Wealth and Riches in 
England, that there are five at a Medium to each 
Family there: Thus the Numbers in England would 
be eight Millions. And Scotland being added ſince 
1707, we may add 1500000 more; 15 that there 
will be 9500000 perſons in Britain. But ſince the 
Wealth of North-Britain is not proportional to 
the Wealth of Euglaud; inſtead of allowing the 
Yearly income of Britain to be 7 J. 18 5.0 per Head, 
I will even leſſen Mr King's computation and allow 
\*]. per Head in England, and 41. per Head iu Scot» 
land So that the annual income of England will be 
56 Millions, of Scotland 6 Millions, and of both 62 
Millions. And the 'Taxes at preſent rais'd, not ex- 
ceeding 6 Millions, don't amount to the ., of their 
annual income; ſo that if their debts were paid, and 
their Taxes lower'd but to 3 Millions, they would 
then pay leſs than zz of their annual income. 
ArTzx the ſame manner, ſuppoſing the Numbers 
in Ireland to be 1670000, and 4). per annum per Head 
to be the income of each at a Medium, as I have 
allow'd in North-Britain; which is ſufficient, con- 
ſidering the low way of living of the greateſt Num- 
ber of the People: Then the annual income of Ire- 
land will be 6680000 J. and the general income of 
Britain and Ireland 68680000 1. and the "Taxes of 
Ireland being 560000 I, Treland at preſent pays more 
than vz of its annual income: Which is very near 
as much in proportion as Britain pays, notwith=- 
ſtanding its great debts: And fince about 360000 J. 
more is drain'd out of the Kingdom by non-Reſi- 
denters, 
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denters, which is worſe than ſo much paid in Taxes 


that would circulate among us; then Ireland pays 
almoſt ; of its annual Income. 5 
Doctor Davenant computed from the beſt ac- 
counts he had, that the annual income of France be- 
fore 1690 was about 84000000). It may be ſuppos d, 
by the Wars they had from that time to the peace 
of Utrecht, they could not increaſe in Wealth and 
Numbers, on account of their conſtant drain of 
Men and Money, and loſs of Territory. | 
SHOULD we allow that their Trade and Peace 
ſince that time has added to their Wealth and Num- 
bers; and ſo increas'd their annual income as much 
as that of England has been ſince Mr. King's Eſti- 
mate, as I have computed it above, that is 12 Mil- 
lions (which, conſidering the difference of govern- 
ment, 1s fully as much as can be ſuppos'd) Then 
their annual income now would be 96 AGilizens and 
the Power and Wealth of Britain, including Ireland. 
would be above #s of the Power and Wealth of 
France; and by a due incouragement of our Trade 


and giving u checks to that of France, might 


in time. be _ to equal it. 

Fxom theſe Obſervations Britain may ſee that 
we cannot reaſonably be higher taxed, unleſs we 
are incouraged by Trade to increaſe our Numbers 
and give them full employment. Some are of opi- 
nion that the way to make us moſt effectually add 
to the Power of Britain, would be by an equitable 
Union with them : 'That would ſoon increaſe our 
Numbers to 2 Millions; and our income per Head 
to 6 ]. ſomewhat ſhort of the income in England 

er Head, being at a, diſtance from the Capital. 
hen our annual income would be 12 Millions: At 
which time we could as eafily bear a Million to be 
rais'd upon us in Taxes, as we now can $60000 J. 
the & of which would be enough for our Eſtabliſh- 
ment; and then Britain might have from us 500000 /. 
to 
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to be cmploy'd in defence of them, their Colonles 

and Trade, and might leſſen in proportion many of 
their Taxcs in time of Peace, which would be an im- 
menſe benefit to them. NY 

ANOTHER clog upon Trade is the tedionſneſs 

and expence of Law-ſuits: This is indeed a general 
grievance, and I am afraid increaſing every Day; 
which, with the intricacy and querks made uſe of in 

roceedings at Law, and the Voluminouſneſs of our 
| make them a grievance to the ſubject; tho' 
we enjoy the happieſt Conſtitution upon earth. Our 
Laws, fram'd by our own conſent tor the preſer- 
vation of our rights and properties, and defign'd 
that every ſubject ſhould obtain ſpeedy and effectual 
Juſtice, are by our inadvertency and want of care fo 
perverted, that a ſtranger would think they were 
calculated to aggrandize the Profeſſors and Officers 
of the Law at the expence of thoſe who demand 
Juſtice and the preſervation or recovery of theit 
rights and * i 

Trar Lawyer is accounted the greateſt Man, 
who if he happens to be employed in a wrong cauſe 
can skreen his Client by concealing the weakneſs of 
his cauſe, and making it appear before the Judge in 
ſuch a Light, that error and injuſtice may have the 
appearance of truth and juſtice. 

As I never was a Proficient in the Law, it 
can't be expected that I ſhould be able to apply 
the moſt proper Remcdies to fo great an evil: But 
were I to propoſe any, it would be to ſhorten the 
Proceſs of our Courts of Equity, and forbid the 
affected delays. of Maſters and Remembrancers in 
thoſe Courts, under ſevere penaltics, to be recover'd | 
by the Perſon injur'd, by an Action of debt. And it 
any Lawyer or Attorney ſhould ſupport or defend 
his Client in a manifeſtly wrong or weak cauſe, the 
adverſe party ſhould recover damages from him, and 
he ought to be depriv'd of the benefit of his Pro- 

N feſſion 


already propos'd; that is, a Court- 
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feſfion and render'd incapable of acting in any Court 
of Law or Equity. But as this is in ſome meaſure 
foreign to my purpoſe, I ſhall only conſider this 
Evil, as it more immediately concerns Trade, 
Tur time and Money which the Merchant em- 

ploys in Law, is juſt ſo much loſt to Trade: How 
carefull then ought. we to be, to make Law as 
cheap and ſhort as poſſible to Men whoſe time and 
Money is ſo precious to the Publick ? For this pur- 
poſe, I will only mention what — rs Child has 

erchant, which 
he would have to conſiſt of 12 Judges, to be choſen 
by the Merchants of the Capital City out of their 
Body, part to be choſen annually ; and that this 
Court ſhould have a Power of determining, in a 


ſummary way, all dificrences concerning Trade; ſeven 


to be a Quorum, and their determination to be final. 
It might be proper to have one of the Judges or 
Recorder to ſit with theſe Merchants; and to allow 
of a rehearing in caſe it be required, But for a 
fuller account of this, I muſt refer to that Authors 
Treatiſe upon Trade, where his reaſons will fully 
convince every one of the benefit of it. 
Tux next thing I ſhall mention highly prejudi- 
cial to Trade, is, our Luxury and Extravagance in 
Food, Dreſs, Furniture and Equipage. This is one 
of the principal Sources of all our National evils. 
What is ſpent in Luxury, is juſt ſo much loſt to the 
Nation in the way of Trade: For it it be in foreign 
commodities, it increaſes our imports; and if in the 
things of our own Country, which we have the 
liberty to ſend abroad, it leſſens our Exports; if. 
it be in things we are forbid: to Export, it is ſo 
much labour. loft that might have been uſefully em- 
ploy d. This extravagance is the Root that ought 
to be ſtruck at, before the Nation be ruin'd by its 
too exuberant growth. How can Trade flouriſh or 
the Nation grow rich, when the Number of the extra- 
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yagant excceds the W From hence wha, 
all the hardſhips upon Trade; bad Payment, deſ- 
perate Debts, litigious and dilatory Law-ſuits. Each 
perſon, trom the higheſt to the loweſt, is tainted 
with this pernicious vice. How many great and 
noble Families have been reduced and laid under 
the greateſt difficultys by their Extravagance! And 
from cheir example, how do we fee it at preſent 

revail among perſons of all lower and intermediate 
Ranks? even now Traders and Artificers think it no 
diſcrace/to run in debt and break by living at a 
higher rate then they can afford. Many now take 
up goods from Merchants and other induſtrious 
>. pany without any View or detign of payment; 
but only to have a thew of butincis, that they may 
with more caſe gain credit and impoie upon others, 
in order to blaze a little with a borrow'd light; and 
thus they ruin the Poor induttrious Inhabitants ag 
well as themſelves. How carctull then ought the 
puhlick to be, to think of methods to put a ſtop to 
the difeaſe, before it turns Epidenucal, and by 
1 Laws lay the extravagant under 

How meritorious would it be in perſons of Rank 
and Wealth, to ſet examples of Frugality and Tem- 
perance to their inferiors ! Would they Retrench 
their ſuperfluous Number of Diſhes and quantity of 
Wine, their Number of Servants and Horſes, their 
variety of Dreſs and Furniture but a ſixth part, and 


em oy that Money to the improvement of the 


, to incourage the induſtrious and employ 


the Poor; how advantagious that would. be to the 
Publick, how much it would contribute to their. 


own Health and Satisfaction, what a real pleaſure 


ie would be to fe the Kinglom andthe own ore 


tunes improv'd to the benefit of their Poſterity, to 


ſee the induſtripus Poor employ d, and above the 


miſery of want, none can deſcribe but thoſe who 
OG Ee ve 
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ome Difficulties, that may oblige them to be frugal! 
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have contributed to it. How far different from this 


is the contrary way of living of the luxurious and 


indolent, who bring upon themſelves want and diſ- 
eaſes, repentance and remorſe; either ſeeing their 
Families reduced, or themſelves by being Tenants 
for life, rendered incapable ot paying their Debts, and 
ſo making other Familics miſerable ! How ſhocking 
this muit be to all who believe Immortality and a 


future State, only thoſe can know, who too late 


reflect upon it. 

To cure this evil entirely, is not to be expects 
ed: All Trading Nations cver have been and will 
be in ſome meaſure infected with it: But tho! it is 
impracticable 3 to heal it, it is in our 
1 in a good meaſure to check and reform it. 
Two things very neceſſary for that purpoſe, I have 
already mention'd ; the lowering of Intereſt, and 
raiſing our Taxes by inland Exciſes. Both theſe 
would promote economy and Sobriety : Low In- 


tereſt would leſſen the income of the Idle; and if 


our Taxes were levy'd .by inland Exciſes, they 
would fall more upon the Confumer, and would 
thereby make Luxury more expenſive. But the moſt 
effectual method of ſuppreſſing Luxury, would be 
to regulate the expences of living, according to the 
different Degrees and Ranks of Men. Such a Law, 
how ever uſctul, would I am afraid be extreamly 
difficult to be obtained; and more ſo, to be put in exe- 
cution. But, be this as-Tt will, a Tax might be 
laid in general upon expenſive Drefs ; eſpecially ſuch 
as is of foreign Manufacture; and alſo upon Equi- 
page, rich Houſe-hold Furniture, and ſeveral other 
things not neceſſary to be particularly mention d. 


HERE is another prevailing Vice among us, that 


is of excceding bad conſequence to the Publick, and 
the moſt enormous in it's Conſequences that any 
Nation can be guilty of; I mean gaming. Let us 
conſider the Nature and tendency of it, of how many 

FI other 
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other Crimes it is the parent: Murthers, Robberics 
and Thetts, Crimes of the firſt Magnitude are it's 
genuine Ofi-ſpring. It is alſo an occafion of a com- 

lication of paſſions of quite different Natures. We 
End Gameſters by habit turn Cholerick or Peeviſh, 
Remorileſs and without Compaſſion. The height of 
their joy and pleaſure is to fee others ruin'd, and 
in the utmoſt anxiety and concern. How loſt and 
miſſpent is their time! Night turn'd into Day; and the 
Frame of Nature in a manner unhing'd-! This is but 
a ſample ot the many inconveniences ariſing from gam- 
ing. For theſe reaſons, I think, the PER ought to 
take great care to prevent the exceſs of it; and even 
to Tax it, when us'd only for recreation. This laſt we 
wiſely did laſt Seſſion: But this was done moftly 
with a view of raiſing. a fund, and not of baniſhin 
the vice. I do therefore think it would be con- 
venient, that no Games abſolutely of chance fhould 
be allow'd, under a ſevere penalty, but in the pre- 
ſence of the Groom-Porter; and that never later than 
12 at Night, under the forfeiture of his Employ- 
ment. That every publick Houſe, where any other 
kind of Gaming is allow'd, be oblig'd to take out 
Licence and enter into recognizance, not to tranſ- 
greſs the Law by allowing any to play later, at 
the other Games allow'd, than 8 at Night. 
And ſince the only way to prevent the meaner ſort 
of people's inclining that way is, to make it as ex- 
penſive as poſſible: I am perſwaded a ſmart Tax, by 
way of Licenſe to Game in private Families, would 
be the moſt effectuall method; could ſuch a thing 
be obtain'd. 5 
Tusk and ſuch like Laws would make us more 
frugal; and thoſe who would not be ſo, would pa 
ſomething towards the improvement of their Coun- 
try: For we have reaſon to believe, his Majeſty 
would approve of appropriating ſuch Taxes for the 
improvement of the Trade and Fiſheries of Ireland, 
from the late inſtance of his goodneſs in ang us 
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Taxes of the ſame kind, for the incouragement of 


the Tillage and inland Navigation of this Kingdom, 
upon our ſupporting his Eſtabliſhment with other 
I. axes. This would lead us in time into other bene- 
ficial Regulations for the good of our Country and 
Poſterity. ; 3 5 
ANoTuER evil, very neceſſary to be remedied, 
is the Idleneſs of our Poor. The hurt this King- 
dom ſuffers from the Number of idle and ſturd 
Vagrants, is greater than is commonly imagin'd. 
It is not eaſy to give a detail of the ſeveral Arts and 
Stratagems they uſe, to induce the opulent and 
induſtrious to be Charitable to them. They are 
an oppreſhon to the truly induſtrious Poor, who 
endeavour to maintain their Families and ſup- 
port the Publick ; from whom they extort ſome- 


thing out of compaſſion, and frequently where 


they find Women alone, by force. They appear 
in various forms; moſtly affected, or brought 
upon them by particular management; as Blind, 
Lame, Dumb, Diſtorted, with running Sores, pre- 
tended Fits, and other Diſorders. They frequently 
retend loſs by Fire, or to have numerous Fami- 
ies lying ſick. They exerciſe the greateſt Barba- 
rities upon Children, either their own or. thoſe the 
pick up; by blinding them, or breaking and dit. 
joynting their Limbs when they are young, to make 


them objects of compaſſion and charity. Not to 


mention their debauching the Girls when grown up; 
who go about Bigg-belly'd, pretending their Huſ- 
bands are dead or tick, and they have them to main- 
tain : Nor the Robberics and Thefis they commit; 
and the Lewdneſs, Debauchery and Drunkenneſs that 
is to be found among them in their Merry-meetings. 
And to ſum up all; imagine the moſt complicated 
ſcene of wickedneſs in low lite, and it will be found 
among them, 

Bur this is not all; the hardſhips they put upon 
thoſe who are real Objects of compatlion, almoſt _ 
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qual their other crimes: For by the Behaviour and 
ricks of theſe Vagrants, the Relief and Charity due 
to the induſtrious Poor is ſo cool'd by not knowing 
| where to diſpoſe of it properly, that the real Ob- 
jects are often left without Relief. With many it is 
2 moot point, whither it be not a greater Duty to 
the Publick, and Charity to the induſtrious Poor, 
not to give to Stroling Beggars, than to give, tho? 
there are Objects of compallion among them: For 
theſe could not fail of Relief if they ſtaid where they 
were known; but becauſe they ſtrole about with 
others, where it can't be known who are the real 
Objects of compaſſion, they ought. to be deem'd 
equally Cheats with the others, this giving encour- 
agement to other idle and diſſolute perſons to joyn 
them, and propagate a Race of Thieves and Rob- 
bers; and they and their ill educated Progeny 
diffuſing the contagion of Idlencſs and Sloth over 
all ehe ee - | 

IT is not only the Money, Proviſions and Cloath- 
ing they get from the Rich and Induftrious, and the 
many irregularities they commit, that is deſtructive 
to the Nation; but the want of their Labour is a 
very conſiderable loſs to the Publick : Of which 1 
will here make a groſs eſtimate. There are 2295 
Pariſhes in the Kingdom; I think I am within Bounds 
when I ſuppoſe 10 Vagrants begging in each Pariſh, 
at a Medium the whole Year round, and above 30 
for 3 or 4 Months in Summer ; when many more 
come abroad: For many Pariſhes are fo large as to 
take them 3 or 4 Days to beg thro” the Pariſh ; and 
yet few Houſe-keepers have leſs than that Number 
at their Doors, according to the time of Year, unleſs 
in very plentiful Seafons : So that we may compute 
the Me ium in each Pariſh for the whole Year at 15; 
and conſequently there are 34425 ſtroling Beggars 
in the Kingdom; of which there are not 1 in 10 
real Objects: For the greateſt Number of theſe ſtay 
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in their Pariſhes. So that we may ſuppoſe 30000 
of them able to work; and hex e 1cir Labour 


at 4 d. 2 of Day, and allowing 284 working Days 


in the Year, each might gain by their work 4 J. 14. s. 
8 4. per annum this upon the whole Hack ah. 
amount to 142000 J. annually, which is juſt ſo much 
Money loft to the Kingdom in the way of Trade. 
To make this Article ſomewhat clearer, I will 


ſhew how the above increaſe of Beggars ha pens in 


the Summer Seaſon ; it is very well known that great 
Numbers of the Native Iriſb in the Mountainous 
arts of the Kingdom, that have Houſes and ſmall 
Tens by which they might very well Maintain 
themſelves, when they have ſown their Corn, plant- 
ed their Potatoes and cut their Turf for Firing, do 
either hire out their Cows or ſend them to the 
Mountains, then ſhut up their Doors and go a beg- 
ing the whole Summer until Harveſt, with their 
Wies and Children, in the moſt tatter'd and mo- 
ving Condition they can appear in, and diſperſe 
themſelves over all the richeſt-parts of the Kingdom. 
This practiec has been ſo much incourag'd of late 
by the ſucceſs rheſe Strolers have met with, that 
in ſeveral places many who pay at leaſt 4). per annum 
Rent, Hire 3 or 4 Servants and give to each of them 
3I. for their chance of the Summers begging. Theſe 
have their fix d Stations from time to time, where 
to beg and where to Rendezvous to divide their 
Booty; having Houſes appointed where they pay 


| for their lodging, and give a gratuity for being aſſiſted 


in diſpoſing of the Meal or any thing elſe they get 
by 8 or ſtealing. Theſe ——— = _— 
countable to their Maſters out of their wages, if they 
are found out to Imbezle or Drink any where at. 
their expence; thus they pick up enough to. pay 
their Rent, and by the help of their Cattle, Corn 
and Potatoes live Idle the whole Winter: Theſe 
are facts undeniable, ſome having been caught wha. 
have confeſs d this whole matter. SINCE 
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SiNee this Trade of begging has become ſo 
general, and proves ſo eaſy and beneficial to them, it 
as been known that Servants have quit their Service 
and have gone a Stroling with them, and Day La- 
bonrers have quit their Labour and refus'd to be èm- 
loy'd; giving it for a reaſon that they get more 
by begging than they get by working: And the 
Children of many ſmall Farmers, tho they are ſettled 
in Farms where they may live comfortably, have 
frequently ſo little conſcience as to allow their par- 


ents, when grown old, to go about as Vagrants; 


without giving them any more relicf than they 
would give to common beggars. Sure theſe are a- 
buſes not to be ſuffer'd in a civiliz d Country. Our 
Laws tho good are diſus'd and neglected for want of 
fufficient penalties. Should any particular Juſtice 
of the Peace exert himſelf now, in executing the 


Laws againſt them, by having them whip'd out of 


the Pariſh he refides in, it would be of no benefit, 
fince others wont do the ſame; he would only loſe 
the good will of the Country by it, and be call'd 
cruel and ſevere. If he inclined fend them to the 
Houſe of Correction; I may ſay, that thro” diſuſe 
there is no ſuch Houſe now to be found: It ſeems 
at this time to be look'd upon only as a favour, 

anted by the County, to ſome Perſon who has 
faffplent ntereſt to have his Family maintain'd and 
his Houſe repair'd at the publick expence; for 
Vagabonds are no ſooner ſent in, but they are allow d 
to run away again, in caſe they haye any Bribe to 
give, or if not, it is too much trouble to the Maſter 
fo oblige them to work, fo he connives at their 


eſcape, and makes Intereſt enough not to be call'd | 


to account at the next Quarter Seſſions. Thus our 
Laws are at preſent evaded and their execution 
Slubber'd over. ä 

I think I need not give many reaſons here, why 


we ought efſectually to ſupply the neceſſities of rhe 
| age 
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aged and others who are not capable of Maintaining 
themſelves; provided they are willing, to the 1 
of their Strength and Ability, to contribute to their 
own ſupport. This is ſelf evident: Riches and Abun- 
dance tho' they are natural conſequences of Induſtry 
and Frugality, yet are Pop the gift of God Al- 
mighty: Which notwithſtanding our prudence and 
care, or want of either, are frequently increas'd or 
diminiſh'd unaccountably to us. As theſe are fleet- 
ing and tranſient ; we know not when we ourſelves 
or Families may be reduc'd to want by loſſes and 
infirmitics: And according to the Golden-Rule of 
doing as we would be done to, we are out of our 
abundance to contribute to the wants of others, when 
it is conſiſtent with the good of the Publick ; that 
is, to thoſe who are willing to do their utmoſt for 
their own ſupport; and not to thoſe who can in 
great meaſure ſupport themſelves, but will not, 
chooſing rather to live upon the Induſtrious. 
SINCE then we arc highly oblig'd to provide a 
remedy for theſe evils, both by our duty to God 
Almighty, in relieving the neceſſitous Poor; and to 
our Country, in effectually ſuppreſſing the evil 
practices of the idle lazy Vagrants, and others wha 
are guilty of the. greateſt crimes, as alſo to enable 
and oblige them (ro the utmoſt of their power) to 
contribute to their own ſupport ; I ſhall with 1 


ſubmiſſion offer here what I think may contribute 


effectually to ſuppreſs the Idleneſs of the one, by 
iving them employment, and relicve the other. 
hat is to paſs a Law to enable the Inhabitants of 
Cities and great Towns with a conſiderable Diſtrict 


round them, who are willing, and alſo in the Country, 


as many Pariſhes as will voluntarily joyn together, 
to aſſociate and incorporate themſelves, and chooſe 
Truſtees annually to overſee, relieve and employ 
the Poor, and to prevent any Stroling Vagrants from 
begging within their * Giving the People 5 
K eac 
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each of thoſe Diſtricts, who voluntarily Jjoyn toge= 
ther, a Power to raiſe Money by Taxing themſelves, 

and receving from perſons charitably diſpos'd Sums 

of Money to erect a Work-houſe for employing and 
relieving the Poor. This ought to be Built in the 
moſt convenient place; to have Divine Service near 
them, and other conveniences, ſuch as Fire and Diet 
at reaſonable rates, and alſo where Materials to em- 
ploy them may be had moſt conveniently. They 
ſhould have power alſo to raiſe Money in their Diſ- 
trict, to pay a Steward to overſee and take care 
of the Poor in the Work-houſe,' and give them 
proper Food in proportion as the 8 of the 
Po: ſhall direct. A Bill of fare ſhould be ſettled 
of the Quantity and Quality of the Meat allow'd to 
the Poor; by which means no ſurcharge of Meat 
could be fix d upon the Diſtrict. They ſhould alſo 
have power to tax themſelves with a limited Sum 
annually, in proportion to the yalue of their Lands 
or ſubſtance, to maintain the Poor in the Work- 
houſe, and furniſh them with materials to work upon. 

Every perſon. in the Houſe ſhould have their Working 

Hours aſſign'd them by the Overſeers, and the Quan- 

tity of work expected from them daily, according to 

= their Age and Strength, and the kind of work in 
which they are to be employ'd, ſhould be enter'd 
regularly in a Book kept by the Overſeers. The 

Steward ſhould be accountable for the performance 

of theſe Tasks to the Overſeers at their Quarterly 

or Monthly Meetings: And if any fail'd of their 

Tasks, unleſs occaſion'd by Sickneſs, he ought to 

deduct in proportion from their Bill of fare at their 

Meals. There ought to be a Vault in each Work- 

© honſe, for the puniſhment of ſuch as are guilty of 

Crimes, and the confinement of the Stroling Poor 

found begging in their Diſtrict, who may be oblig'd 

to work all Day at ſome laborious work and have 
no more Food than what they can gain by their 
; labour. 
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labour. There may alſo be a Pump-houſc or ſome= 
thing equivalent in each, to puniſh thoſe who are 
wiltully Idle: Where being chain'd by the Foot they 
muſt either Pump or be drown'd. 

To each of theſe Work-houſes a Plot of ground 
ought to be annex'd for Gardening, and to promote 


ſome little Improvements in Husbandry and Til lage: 


Where ſome of the Old Men might employ part of 


their time in Digging, Weeding and Planting, and 


to employ and Train up Children and helpleſs Or- 
phans belonging to or found in the Diſtrict. A 
power may be alſo given to Tenants for Life, in 
whoſe Eſtate perhaps the Work-houſe may be erect- 
ed moſt conveniently ; to give in fee Farms as much 
pou? as may be thought neceſſary upon reaſonable 
erms; or to make a Gift of it to the Poor upon 
their aſſigning to the Perſons in Remainder or in 
Truſt for them, an Equivalent in Land or Money. 
The weekly Collections for the Poor of all De- 
nominations of Chriſtians in the ſeveral Pariſhes in 
the Diſtrict ought to be lock'd up in cloſe Boxes 
with ſeveral Locks, whereof the Overſeers are to 
have the Keys, to be ſent Monthly or Quarterly 
according to the meeting of the "Truſtees at the 
Work-houſe, to be diſtributed for the uſe of the 
Poor there. In each Work-houſe they ought alſo 
to have a Box fix'd up, in which ſuch as come to 
Viſit the Poor, might put what they thought proper 
without having their Charity known. 
A method us'd in Holland might alſo be put in 
practice: Which is, inſtead of giving Vales to Ser- 
vants, to have a Box fix'd up in every Houſe; in 
which thoſe that come in a Viſit ſhew their reſpect 
for the Fgmily, by putting in ſomething as their 
Charity promprs them for the uſe of the Poor. At 
the end of the Year, the Box is carry d to the Magi- 
ſtrate and open'd in his preſence, and the Money given 


to the Poor. This would teſtify the Regard and Re- 


G 2 ſpc& 


[52 ] 


ſpe ſhew'd to the Family by their friends and Neighj- 


bours, better than by giving Vales to Servants, who 
generally quarrel about it, and ſquander lightly what 
they get that way, and get a habit of drinking and 
rofuſeneſs deſtructive to themſelves and others. 
t would alſo be better for all Maſters to add ſome- 
thing to their Servants Wages, which they would 


reap more Benefit from and apply to a better uſe ' 


than the other. | 

TE Juſtices of the Peace and Clergy in each 
Diſtrict, or thoſe in the Neighbourhood, may have 
an equal or ſuperior power to the Overſeers of the 
Poor where any Work-houſe is creed, to inquire 
and look into their accounts; and to ſee that the 
Poor are employ'd and duely ſupply'd, ſo that no 
"hardſhips be put upon them; this they may do at the 
Quarterly Meetings; and ſhould under a penalty be 
oblig'd ro do it at leaft twice a Year. In caſe any of 


the Overſeers neglect attending on the Days tix'd 


by Law, either Monthly or Quarterly, unleſs in 
caſe of ſickneſs or unavoidable neceſſity, they 
ought to be fin'd, by the Juſtices and Clergy preſent, 
in a limited Sum to the uſe of the Poor. If the 
Tax (allow'd to be levy'd from the Diſtrict by Law) 
with the voluntary and charitable Collections and 
Contributions and the Work of the Poor, be more 
than ſufficient to maintain them and keep the Houſe 
in Repair, at the end of the Year, then the Tax 
may be leſien'd. If it is not ſufficient, then the 
Overſeers ought to lay the accounts and deficiency 
In a 3 Manner before the Aſſemblies of Chri- 
| Nians of all Denominations, at their higheſt Feſti- 
vals; when it may be ſuppos'd they will more readily 
contribate to the Relief of the Poor, and make u 
the deniciency, when the Diſtrict is gern 
without adding to the Tax. But in caſe all they 
can procure is not ſuſficient; then they * to 
| allow 
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6 allow ſome of them to beg thro' the Diſtrict and have 
Lodging in the Work-houſe. he 
Ir would be of great benefit and have a very good 
effect, if the Legiſlature ſhould direct that the 
1 Judges at the Aſſizes and Juſtices at the Seſſions, 
ould regulate and limit all forfeited Recognizances, 
according to the circumſtances of the perſons and 
Nature of the Crimes, either of the parties and their 
Securities proſecuting, or of thoſe defending; and 
order out warrants immediately to levy the re- 
ſpective forfeit ures from the parties, and give them 
to the Overſeers of the Poor in thoſe Work-houſes, 
that were found to be overcharg'd upon the examin- 
ing the accounts before the grand Jury. And what» 
ever Sum the Barons of the Exchequer could make 
appear came to the Crown at a Medium of ſeveral 
ears, may be given to his Majeſty by another Tax; 
which I imagine would be very ſmall. Foy ſince 
Light-houſe Duties, Fines, Seizures and Caſualties 
come at a Medium of ſix Vears, but to 4010 J. 145. 
9: I am apt to believe the Money coming to his 
Majeſty by forfeited Recognizances won't come 1 
to 20 part of that Sum; which would be but a ſmall 
loſs conſidering the benefit to be reap'd from it by 
relieving the Poor, and having all Tryals better at- 
tended; and that many would be reliev'd from the 
hardſhips they now lye under, who are in the Green- 
wax proceſs or upon the Capias, perhaps their whole 
Lives in Fee with Bailiff's; and if any are taken, 
upon giving the value of the Recognizance to At- 
tornies and the Officers of the Court of Exchequer, 
the King's fine is reduc'd to a trifle, whilſt the per- 
ſon apprehended, at the ſame time, has been worry'd 
to Death by a pack of Bailiff's and Country At- 
tornies. | eg 
Tur Truſtees of the Linnen-Manufacture night 
alſo contribute to the ſupport of the ſeveral Work- 


: Wo by procuring them Hemp and F "_ _ 
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their Secds at reaſonable prices: For now, when 


Flax-ſeed is imported at 2 J. 45s. o d. per Hogſhead, 
by the time it comes to be ſold to the Poor, it fre- 
quently coſts them from 3 J. 10 5. o d. to 4 l. 18 
g. 04. They might alſo oblige thoſe who take a quan- 
tity of Seed from them, to give the ſeveral Work- 
houſes Hemp or Flax at a reaſonable price after it 
is pull'd or water'd. Since the Legiſlature thought 
it proper ſome time ago to limit the Tythe of Hemp 
and Flax, I dont think it would be any hardſhip to 
give a proportion of the Tythe of Hemp and Flax 
to each Work-houſe in kind: For ſince the Mofaical 
Law, upon which our Law for Tythe is founded, 
order'd the whole Tythe of each third Year to be 
divided among the Levites, the Strangers, Fatherleſs 
and Widows; I dont think the Clergy would at all 
complain, if only a part of that Branch were given 
to the Poor inſtead of the Tythe Farmers. 


Tur Publick might alſo reap a further benefit - 


from the ſeveral Work-houſes, by having Charity- 
Schools annex'd to them: Where, by voluntary 
Subſcriptions, a Maſter might attend to teach the 
Children or Orphans in the Diſtrict maintain'd by 
the Subſcribers, as well as thoſe in the Poor-houſe, to 
Read and Write, and inſtruct them in the Principles 
of the Chriſtian Religion. Two or three Hours every 


Day would be ſufficient for their inſtruction 5 and 


they might be employ'd the remaining part of the 
Day in Learning to Work whatever was proper ; 
the Girles in ſowing, ſpinning, Knitting or cleaning 
the Houſe; and the Boys in ſpinning, net-making, 
1 planting, or any other improvement in 


usbandry, their little Farm could afford. This 


would employ the time of many Children profitabl 

to the publick, who are now bred up to Idleneſs 
or attending of Cattle. This would alſo give them 
a Taſte and inclination for Improvements, and to 
be induſtrious ; For whatever they gain'd by their 


Labour, 


Labour, ſhould be their own. This would make 


them carly quality'd for ſervice, and preſerve their 


Morals; or put them into a method of maintainin 
themſelves when grown up, with Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction. ä et: | 
SINCE the Law, I here propoſe, is no way com- 
pulſatory, but only Impowers ſuch Pariſhes, as are 


willing, to aſſociate and incorporate, in order to 


ſupply their Poor, and prevent Stroling Beggars; 

until ſuch time as they are willing to put this in 
Execution, I do think that ſeveral Overſeers ſhould 
be choſen annually in each Pariſh, according to the 
extent of the ſeveral Pariſhes, living at proper diſt- 
ances in each of them: "Theſe to be elected by the 
Majority of *ach Pariſh at their Eaſter Veſtry, un- 
der the penalty of a Fine upon every Pariſh neglect- 
igg to elect them, or upon thoſe who refuſe to 
{grve, being elected; to be levy'd by the warrant 
of two neighbouring Juſtices of the peace, and ap- 


- ply'd to the uſe of the Poor. The Overſeers, im- 


mediately upon entering into their Office, ought to 
make out Liſts of their reſident Poor, who have 
been three Years in the Pariſh; and give them Badges, 
and allow them to beg thro” the Pariſh. In caſe ſome 
of them be able to Maintain themſelves in part, 
then by their Badges to ſhew on what Days of the. 
Week they are allow'd to beg; obliging them to 


work the remainder. 'The ſeveral Overſcers may 


have a power to Correct their Poor, who will not 


comply with the Regulations laid down, by neglect- 
ing to wear their Badge, or begging on Days de- 
fign'd for work, without any application to a Juſtice 


of the peace. And if the next Overſeer neglects or 


refuſes to puniſh upon complaint of any Pariſhioner; 
ſuch ener ought to be fin'd by the next Juſtice, 
upon due proof, for the uſe of the Poor. 
Tas firit three Sundays, which ſhall happen after 
the general Election of the Overſeers through the 
wh hin . Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, they ſhould be oblig'd to have a Procla- 
mation made in every place of Divine-Service of 
whatever Dcnomination within each Pariſh, and in 
all Markets and Fairs which may happen in theſe 3 
weeks, within their ſeveral Pariſhes ; that upon a 
certain Day (to be fixed by the Law) a diligent 
ſearch is to be made for all Vagrant Perſons or Stro- 
ling Beggars, who have not been 3 Years reſident 
in any Pariſh ; and if any be found, not being mad, 
Ideots, or Children, or by unavoidable lameneſs in- 
capable of removing themſelves, and do not in the 
prefixed time remove themſelves to the Pariſh where 
they were laſt refident, or in which they were born, 
if never reſident any where, that ſuch perſons are to 
be whipt (according to their ſeveral Ages or infir- 
mities as they are able to bear it) towards the Pariſh 
they have declar'd themſelves to have ſeverally been 


born or reſident in; and in caſe they have neither 


been reſident in the Kingdom, nor Natives, then to 


the next 'Sea-port, to be Shipt off to their Native 


Kingdom, with a Ticket along with them ſet- 
ting forth what Pariſh or Kingdom they declar'd 
they belong'd to. In caſe any perſon ſhould con- 
ceal any Stranger, Vagrant, or Stroling Beggar, 


at that time; or upon diſcovery afterwards of 


any Beggar, ſhould not immediately inform the 


next Overſeer, in order to his being puniſh'd, ſuch 


perſon ought to be fin'd by the next 3 in a 
Sum limited by the Law; according to the circum- 
ſtances of the perſon. Or in caſe any Overſeer at 
any time afterwards ſhould neglect to whip them to 
the next Pariſh, he ought to be fin'd in like manner; 
for the uſe of the Poor. rey | 
TPuos Beggars who cannot remove themſelves, 
may be convey'd from Overſeer to Overſeer, to- 
wards their place of Birth or laſt abode: In caſe after- 
wards any-Houſe-keeper relieves any Stroling Beg- 
gar, and dont inform the next Overſeer, upon due 
proof thereof, ſuch Houſe-keeper ſhould be 2 5 
N 
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In caſe of Ship-wreck, the Overſeers, at the coſt 
of each Pariſh, may be oblig'd to convey ſuch Sailors 
or Paſſengers as are fay'd, to the next Pariſh leading 
to ſuck Port or place they would go to, in caſe they 
are Natives; or if not, then to the next Port they 
can procure-paflage at; and to deliver along with 
them from Overſeer to Overſeer, an Authentick Pa- 
per ſetting forth the Ship-wreck$ when and where 
it happen'd, and where the Perſons deſire to go. 
Ir any ftroling Beggars happen to have Children 
begging with them, under the Age of 16, or any 
Children be found begging by themſelves ; the next 
Overſeer may be oblig'd to carry them to a Juſtice 
of the Peace, who may bind them Apprentices to 
any Proteſtant Houſe-keeper that can and will em- 
ploy them; until they attain the Age of 25 Years; 
to be computed from the apparent Age of the Child 
when taken up, when the Age is not known: And 
ſome Collar or Badge ſhould be worn by ſuch Chil- 
dren, not caſy to be defaced or herd; until their 
Maſters think there is no danger of their running 
away: By this they may be known and ſecur'd, ſent 
back and puniſh'd, in caſe they run away. SY 
Ir would alſo be expedient that all private 
Houſe-keepers in the Country ſhould be anſwer- 
able for any Lodgers or Inmates who are Strangers, 
and don't follow ſome conſtant buſineſs, or keep re- 


gular company and Hours; in caſe they are in ſuch 


Circumſtances, or of ſuch a character as to occaſion. 
a ſuſpicion in the Neighbourhood ; of which at 
their peril they ought'to acquaint the Overſeers; 
or be oblig'd to make good the Thefts and Robberies 
committed in the Neighbourhood : In caſe they did 
not, the Overſeer upon any ſuſpicion ſhould appre- 
hend them, and carry them before the next Juſtice; 
and if any Perſon be found not to follow ſome law- 
full calling that could Maintain them and fully em- 
ploy their time, ſuch PR ſhould be W 
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If they did not find ſufficient Nr of their good 
{ + behaviour, and afterwards be Tranſported; and the 
HFouſe-keepers where they lodg'd ſhould be fin'd. 
" Pugiicx Houſes in the Country for Entertain- 
ment of Paſſengers, ſhould not, under a,penalty,enter= } 
rain any Strangers who may occaſion ſuſpicion, above 
43 Hours (unleſs Travellers upon a Journey, who by 
Foals, or ſome accident of their Horſes, are de- 
tain d; or except in time of publick Fairs aggl Mar- 
kets) without giving an account of them to the 
Overſeers; and if there be any reaſonable cauſe of 
ſuſpicion, the Overſeers are to inform the next Juſtice, 
who in caſe they cant give a good account of them- 
ſelves, may bind them over to their good behaviour; 
or commit them, until they produce ſome evidence 
of their good Character. EFS 
StfNgk a great incouragement is given to the 
ITraftice of ſtealing of Horſes, by allowing of Private 
216 cry or Handy-caps made clandeſtinely by | 
perſons in their Cups; by which means the property | 
is caſily and quickly trans-ferr'd thro' many Hands, 
and the Horſes are carry'd from one part of the | 
Kingdom to another; and ſince it is alſo an incourage- a 
ment to cheating, lying, ſquandring and miſſpending. 4 
their time; it being too commonly accounted a piece | 
of Merit, and a mark of ſuperiour underſtanding, to | 
cheat and impoſe upon the weaker and honeſter part 
of mankind in their Liquor, who believe the Lyes A 
and falſitics then affirm'd to them; I think it would | 
be of publick ſervice, to make a Law, that no Bargain 
at ſuch a time and place ſhould be binding; but 
that either party upon Tryal, ſhould have Liberty 
to recant in 48 Hours: Or that no Bargain for Horſes | 
ſhould be valid, but where the Sale is Booked and 
the Horſes vouch'd; And if any perſon at any 
time ſold a Horſe, upholding him for a ſound Horde, , 
knowing him to be unfound; in either of theſe caſes, 
the next Juſtice, or two Juſtices might in a ſummary | 
TE -- Way 
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way hear and Determine the affaif; and oblige the 
guilty perſon to refund the Money or Horſe got in 
exchange for the other, or otherwiſe commit him. 
I think alſo, no perſon being a ſtranger, ought to 


ſella Horſe but in open Market: This may be pre- 


vented by putting ine both upon buyer and ſeller. 
H a ſtranger: be found ſeulking with Horſes in the 
Country, the Overſeers of the Poor may apprehend 
him, and carry him before the next Juſtice 3+ who 
. reaſonable cauſe of fuſpicion may have the 

orſes ſecur'd for ſome Days, and the Marks taken; 
that the perſon may be apprehended in caſe a Felony 
has been commited. If any Horſe be carry'd to any 
Port to be exported, no Maſter of a Veſſel under the 
forfeiture of ſuch Veſſel or Boat, ſhould rake, any on 
board, until they have been at leaſt 4 Days publickly 
at ſuch Port ; that time may'be allow'd for a purſuit 
in caſe of a Felony ; unleſs it be a Gentleman for his 
own and Servants Horſes} at the uſual Ports of Paſ- 
ſage. hg OPT | 
1 could wiſh, that out Puniſhments for common 
Felonies of Theft; and Petty Larcency were alter'd; 


and that the guilty were confin'd to ſuchWork-houſes 


as I have propos'd, for a determin'd time, according 
to their crimes; with -Collars and Iron Cuffs upon 
their Necks and Arms; or otherwiſe chain'd, if they 
were dangerous Offenders: ' Where they ſhould be 


| employ'd and task'd in the hardeſt labour; ſuch as 


raſping of Wood, beating of Hemp and Flax e- 
And whatever they gain'd more than ſufficient for a 
_ Maintenance, might go to the uſe of the other 
oor. | 
Tuts would be a greater Terrour to them than 
Death; and more Thieves would be convicted, and 
the Publick would receive the Benefit of their Labour; 
and when they had wrought out their Time, they 
could not again Strole upon being let out; but would 
be fix'd in ſome Pariſh, 7 75 they would be ig 
| 1 2 | | an 
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and well look'd after; for they could not get away, 
without being ſecur'd by the Overſeers of the Poor 
in the neighbouring Pariſhes ; who would again lay 
them up in a Work-houſe. This would alſo be 


more honourable for the Nation; fince we are re- 


proached abroad, with frequent] Metting thoſe guilt 
of Blood eſcape; when at the ſame time we nid 
Capitally thoſe who are guilty of common Theft. 
Foy By ſuch 4 Law further improv'd, and duely exe- 
cuted, all our Poor may be maintain'd, without the 
apprehenſion of an unreaſonable Poor Tax; being 
not compulſatory, but in the power of each united 
Diſtrict ta limit, as they think proper, but never to 
exceed. Thus may the Poor be kept employ'd, 
Ideots and Lunaticks.;be. taken care of, the Aged 
and infirm have their due and regular Hours for De- 
votion, Food, Labour and Reſt, a great incourage- 
ment be given to others to be induſtrious, by ha- 
ving no further Drain upon them by the uſeleſs 
members of the Common- wealth, and in caſe of 
misfortunes, having reaſon to expect a calm retreat 
in their old Age. By ſuch a Law would alſo many 
'Thefts and Robberies be prevented, ſuſpicious per- 
ſons would be put upon ſome way of employing 
their time, or be punith'd ; ſtrolers and all Vagrant 
Beggars would be confind, and oblig'd to work as 
they were capable; and many other conſiderable ad- 
vantages would be gain'd by the Publick. 

J have thus gone thro” the three Articles I pro- 
poſed, of caſing the Merchant as much as poſſible, 
promoting oconomy and frugality, by Sumptuary 
= and propoſing methods to employ the Poor: 


Each of which, I think, very neceſſary to our im- 


provements at home, as well as of our Trade a- 
broad; becauſe they leſſen our demand for foreign 
Commodities, and afford us more Exports to anfwer 
our foreign Demands : Since it is impoſſible to 2 
tend to trade with any Nation without taking 


their 


- 


Wi. 


their Goods in return for ours; the only thing to be 
aim'd at by foreign Trade, is, upon the exchange of 


our own for theirs, to preſerve a reaſonable Ballance 
in our favour, and if poſſible to ſupply other Nations, 
who mayn't have a demand for our goods, with thoſe 
of other Countries; and ſo gain by the exchange and 
Carriage. 
Ir is a very uſual way both in Britain and in this 
Kingdom, to promote Trade, and incourage Mer- 
chants to export ſome of our periſhable Commodities, 
and to __ ſuch as are beneficial to the Kingdom, 
in our Manufactures and Navigation, by giving 


Premiums; particularly in exporting Grain, and im- 


8 Pitch, Tar, Flax-ſeed, Sc. I ſhall therefore 
eg leave to make ſome Obſervations upon the na- 
ture and uſe of premiums in Trade. 

A premium, is a ſum of Money given to the Mer- 
chant, upon exporting, or importing a determin'd 
kind of Goods, in proportion to the quantity ex- 


4 or imported; Payable out of the publick 


Taxes, or any particular Branch of them, at the 
pleaſure of the Legiſlature. The uſe and deſign of 
it is, to inable and incourage Merchants to ex- 
port ſome particular ſpecies of goods, of the Produce, 
Growth, or Manufacture of the Kingdom, which 
will not otherwiſe ſell abroad, by reaſon that the 
Price abroad is ſo little different from the Price at 
home, that it won't bear the expenſe of Freight; or 
to import ſome Goods wanted in the Kingdom; 
which are neceſſary for the ſafety of it, or uſeful to 
their Manufactures or Shipping. | 

Tus Premium, if paid out of the publick Taxes, 
is in effect no more than part Payment of the Wages 
of the ManufaQturer, Artizan, or Farmer, made by 
others not concern'd in their Labour, in ſuch pro- 
portion as they Pay towards the Tax given for ſuch 
Premium; which, if given upon the Primums of 
Manufactures imported, to enable the Merc 5 

affor 


. 


n 


Manufacturer for his Labour: Orif given upon Goods 
exported, to keep up the Market at home, it will 
equally afford more Wages to the Labourer, or per- 
ſons employ d in railing or manufacturing them. If 
a premium is paid out of a particular Tax, then it 
is paid at the Expenſe of that particular Branch, or 
ſpecies of Goods, upon which the Tax is laid. 
 Havins thus far ſtated the nature and uſe of 
Premiums, I will conſider how far they may be bene- 


ficial or detrimental to the Trade and Wealth of the 


Kingdom. Firſt, as to exports; tho” the quantity of 
Goods exported, and price abroad, are both neceſſary 
to return a ballance in favour of the Nation, yet 
ve ought todiſtinguiſh and make a difference; The 
difference of the Price abroad above the Price at 
home, is the Merchant Exporter's immediate profit, as 
well as the Nation's: The quantity exported, at the 
price in the Market at home, is the National profit 
divided among the: ſeveral Perſons raiſing or manu- 
facturing the Goods ſent abroad. Then, tho' the 
great price going abroad, by mpeg foreign 
Markets ſparingly upon exporting fewer Goods, be 
a National benefit and great advantage to the Mer- 
chant; yet a much greater quantity of goods ſold 


abroad, tho? at a lower price and leſs profit to the 


Merchant, as long as he has profit enough to carry 
on the Trade, is undoubtedly of greater benefit 
to the Nation, particularly if Manuſactures; they 
being the occaſion of maintaining and employing 05 
many more Hands at home with profit, which is the 
real ſtrength and riches of a ſtate. The Merchants 
are alſo more capable of underſelling other Nations 
abroad; and conſequently will have a Market open 

for a greater quantity of goods. | 
PxEMIUMs then given upon exporting Manu- 
factures, which employ moſt hands, and by being im- 
prov'd may contribute to a more extended Commerce, 
arc 


afford them cheaper, then more can be allow'd to the 
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or in leſſening other 
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are highly beneficial to a Kingdom, in the infancy 
of a 18 to incourage the Manufacturers 
to exert themſelves in the improvement of it. In 
ſuch a Caſe, the Premium, tho laid upon the Pub- 
lick, is beneficial to the State; ſince all ought to con- 
tribute to improve a Bganch of Trade, which would 
be of general Benefit to a Nation: Such are Manu» 
facturès of Silk, Woollen, Linnen, Iron, Braſs &c, 
PxEMIVUMs given as an incouragement for ſuch 
Goods as are of the growth of the Kingdom, which 
require few hands to raiſe them, and no great labour 
after being rais'd before they are exported, may be 
detrimental but ſeldom beneficial. Tf they are given 
upon the Publick Taxes, the Manufacturers, who are 
or ought to be the greateſt Number, pay their pro- 
portion of them which conſequently obliges them ta 
work for leſs wages, or to raiſe their price: If the 
firſt, it diſcourages manufacturing at home; if other- 
wiſe, it prejudices their ſale abroad. If they ſhould 
be given by a particular Tax laid upon goods im- 
ported, which are in themſelves detrimental to the 
Kingdom, and only ſerve to increaſe Luxury and 
prodigaliry, the detriment is leſs: But theſe 'Taxes 
might be better 3 in more uſeful Premiums, 
| Taxes which bear hand upon 
Trade. | 
 PxEMIVMS given upon exporting · the produce 


of the Kingdom by grazing, ſuch as Beef, Butter, 


Hides, Tallow, Wool, Flax &c, would be the moſt 
prejudicial and greateſt detriment poſſible: An in- 
conliderable Number, in a manner without employ- 
ment, reaping the benefit; and all the Induſtrious in 
the Community paying for it. 

I xx reverſe of this ought to be practisd in Im- 


ports; Premiums upon any kind of Manufuctures 


would be madneſs in the higheſt degree; and none 
pardonable except Premiums for the Primums ot 
Manufactures, which otherwiſe could not be carry d 
4 . d - gf on 
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on with advantage, or for thoſe things wanted for 
the ſafety or ſhipping of a Nation. 

PxEMIUMs ofall kinds ought to be carefully in- 
quir'd into, before they are granted by the Publick : 
When they are given, care ought to be taken, that 
the Labourer and Manufacturer have the benefit of the 
Premium, and that the luxurious and rich pay the Tax. 
This is the way to keep the poor employ d, and to 
prevent the Rich from growing Extravagant. 

W nxrLsT I am upon the Nature of premiums, 
T hope it won't be improper, to offer my thoughts 
of thoſe given tor exporting of Grain, when under a 
rice; as is now practis'd in Britain, and 
Ireland. This I take to be very prejudicial upon 
many accounts, either in thoſe Countries which have 
a redundancy ; or in thoſe which may ſometimes want, 


'tho? at other times they abound. It is certain, no 


Nation who have as much of their own as they 
can conſume, will take Grain from us upon any Pre- 


mium that can be given, to enable the Exporter to 


to afford it cheap abroad; unleſs they expect a ſcar- 
city among themſelves or Neighbours, whom the 
hope to ſupply, at an advanced price, with the Grain 
imported to them. | 
I x thoſe Countries which are populous, and have 
Manufactures, ſuch as Holland, by affording them 
Grain as cheap imported to them as it is ſold for at 
home, we enable them to work ſo much cheaper, to 
victual and ſail their Ships for a leſs price, and con- 
ſequently for leſs freight; and by this means they 
underſell us, or at leaſt fell their Manufactures 
at Par with us abroad. This alſo encourages them 
to make Granaries, and to underſell us with our own 
Grain whenever Markets riſe abroad; as well as to 
be earlyer at Market, having cargo's ready, at an 
Hour's-warning, and mY often by their Granaries 
ſupply thoſe Kingdoms, from which they _—_ their 
rain, 


bd 


| „ 

Grain, at a high Price when a ſcarcity happens; of 

which we have a very late inſtance. 
Tus Grain ſown and reap'd in our Kingdom and 


Mi the ſeveral Countries we Trade to, is either ſufficient 
8 for the Conſumption of the whole annually at a Me- 
* dium, or more than ſufficient: For if it be leſs, there 
* is no occaſion to give a Premium; the wants abroad 
= or at home would effectually keep up the Price, If 
* there is only a ſufficient Quantity rais d at a Medium, 
then to build Granaries at home, is che only prudent 
* method can be taken for the Incouragement of the 
* Farmer: By which means we can ſupply ourſelves 
4 vrhen it is wanted at home, and foreign Markets to ad- 
vantage, when wanted abroad, If more is produced 
5 than ſufficient at a Medium to ſupply our on and 
ob foreign demands, Premiums to Export it wont do; 
* for who will take it tho“ ever ſo 3 unleſs they 
3 want it, or have a View to gain by the Sale of it; 
N which then could not be expected. In ſuch a caſe 
* Land would be ill employ'd under Tillage, and leſs 
to ought to be ſown. Other Incouragements ought to 
4 be given to increaſe our Numbers to conſume it 
6-4 or we ought to employ our Lands to other pur- 
* oſes, ſuch as gardening, planting or other improve- 
ments (which Land is capable of) as well as grain: 

3 If it ſhould ſo abound, that would effectually keep 
wo up the Market, and nothing elſe would. 

= Upon the whole, Premiums are only to be given 
= to incourage ManufaQtures or other Improvements 
wo in their intancy, to uſher them into the World, and 
5d to give an Incouragement to begin a Commerce 
* abroad; and if after their Improvement they can't 
2 puſh their own way, by being wrought ſo cheap as 
3 to ſell at Par with others of the ſame kind, it is in 
Is vain to force it. In order to this, advantages may 
iT be given to Manufacturers at home, equivalent to 
* 7 upon the Export, by cafing them of ſe- 
ar veral troubleſome Employments, making neceſſaries 
un, AT 7 | | cheap 


* * 
cheap to them, providing them the Primums of Ma- 
nufactures cheap, preſerving the poſſeſſion of their 
Properties, and enabling them to recover them with 
little loſs of time or expence, Theſe and ſuch like 
are the moſt eſſectual, the juſteſt and ſafeſt Methods; 
and the Publick would ſoon reap the benefit of it. 

SINCE I have already propos'd erecting and 
maintaining Granaries, as the only proper and eflectu- 
al Incouragement to Tillage, and ſince they are at 
the ſame time equally advantagious to the Induſtri- 
ous Manufacturer 2nd Labourer, by preventing the 
unreaſonable Price of Proviſions, this will be a pro- 
per place to inlarge upon that 25 The Nation 
that erects and poſſeſſes theſe Granaries, may in 
plentiful Seaſons either lay up their own Grain, and 
preſerve it ſafe from Vermin until a ſcarcity hap- 
pens; or lay in Grain bought abroad, wherever they 
find there have been plentitul Crops and cheap 
Markets. | 
Ix 1s a great happineſs and bleſſing to any People 
to live in a Climate where by the temperature of the 
Air, and goodneſs of the Soil, they have plenty of 
Proviſions. At the ſame time it is their intereſt, 
that the Price ſhould not be ſo low as to diſcourage 
the Farmer to till and improve his Grounds; nor a 
temptation to others, by the plenty and cheapneſs of 
Proviſions, to live idly and misſpend their time, to 
2 N loſs of the Kingdom. 


HERE is an equitable Price that Proviſions ſhould | 


be kept at as near as poffible, to incourage both 
the Farmer and Manufacturer ; that the one may im- 
prove his land and the other fell his Manufacture to 


advantage, and live comtortably by his Labour; and 


by that means may afford to ſell at Par with other 
Nations abroad. This good end may be obtain'd 
by having Granaries, and Laws to regulate the Price 
at the buying in and ſelling out of them again: For 
by them, they can not only preſerve their Grain ſaſe 

from 
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ſtom Vermin, but ſound and ſweet for many Vears 
with very little Coſt; and always have the beſt Price 
for their Corn, when Markets rife abroad. And 
thoſe Countries Which have them (where, by their 
Situation or Number of Inhabitants, they can't be 
ſupply'd at home) by their buying cheap from thoſe 
Countries who want Granaries, and for that reaſon 
are oblig'd to ſell their Grain, will ſcarce ever want, 
when even thoſe very Nations which ſupply them, 
by wanting Granaries, in bad Seaſons may be lyable to 
amine and great Diſtreſs. i; 
Narrions that want Granaries muſt only ſow as 
much Grain as will be ſufficient to ſupply them a 
Year, or be oblig'd to let their Corn periſh, or ſell 
it ſo cheap that the Merchant may have Profit in 
ſending it abroad. Very often plentiful Crops hap- 
pen to be general over a whole Continent, as it is fre- 
quently in Europe; there would then\ye a neceſſity 
of ſelling it cheap or letting it periſh. I have already 
endeavour'd to ſhew that it is imprudent to give 
Premiums to export Grain, in order to keep'up the 
Market; by which means Foreigners, who have Gra- 
naries, reap the benefit, furniſh their Manufacturers 
and Trades-men cheaper than we can do, and often 
ſend. it back again and fell it at an advanced Price 
to their great advantage. On the contrary ſhould, 
we build Granaries, we need not be afraid of im- 


proving our Lands and raiſing great Quantities 


of Grain: For then by having it in our power#0 
keep it ſound, ſweet, and fate from Vermin many 
Years, we might always have the beſt Price going 
abroad; and in caſe of bad Crops, might be under no 
apprehenſions of want at home, or be forc'd to give 
a great Price for it abroad in our neceſſity. The 
abatement of Intereſt would alſo enable us to lodge 
it for a conſiderable time with little loſs, by which 
means the Profit would be the greater upon the rife 
of the Market; we would then have an oppor 
I 2 | 0 


of exporting it upon the firſt Notice of a demand 
from abroad, whereas it frequently has happen'd, 
that tho' we had plentiful Harveſts, when there was 


a demand abroad, and Merchants offer'd a conſider- 


able Price, the Farmers could not furniſh a Cargo in 
time; but thoſe Countries which had Granaries, tho 
at à greater diſtance, anſwer'd the demand ſooner, and 
revented the Sale of ours. At other times the 
1 expecting a greater Price would not ſell; 
and thus the Kingdom loſt the benefit of the Market. 
TuIs being ſufficient in general to ſhew the ad- 
vantage of Granarics, I ſhall not launch out further 
leaſt 1 ſeem tedious. But I hope I ſhall not be ac- 
counted ſo, in giving a ſhort sketch of Granaries, ac- 


cording to the Plan us'd in ſome places abroad, with - 


the Expenſe of building, and taking care of the Grain 
in them, to ſhew what advantage may be made by them 
in caſe private Perſons or Merchants would joyn in 
the deſign. 

GRANARIES abroad, when built to the beſt ad- 
vantage, are generally 300 Foot long and 18 Foot 
wide within, and ſeven ſtory high, for the greater con- 
veniency of airing and Fanning the Corn from Loft 
to Loft, Each ſtory is ſeven Foot high, the walls 
ought to be of good Brick, not plaiſter'd within, 
 whichis freer from Moiſture and Vermine than other 
Buildings. The Corn is not laid within three Foot of 
theWall, a path being left round it of that breadth, and 
one of fix Foot wide in the middle acroſs the length 
of the Room, to turn the Grain in when neceſſary. 
Each Floor has trap doors in ſeveral places, to take 
up Grain, and to skreen and air it, from Loft, to Lott, 
as it falls throꝰ Infundibulums or Hoppers from the 
upper Stories, and for the conveniency of craning up 
the Grain: To which 1 they place their Win- 
dos oppoſite to each other, to air the Grain as it 
falls, and at other times to let in drying Winds, to 
ſweeten and preſerve the Grain. There ought alſo 


9 r ’‚ hn En Dx — is 


J 
2 
c 
0 
D 
) 


[69] 
to be a Hopper or Infundibulum ten Foot ſquare 
at top, which may at pleaſure be fix'd on the outſide 
of theWall in the lower Stories, by which they may, 
by ſpouts from the higher Stories, plac'd at nearthirt 
Foot diſtance from the Hoppers, let the Grain fall 
into it thro” the air in dry Weather; from the bottom 
of which it is again convey'd to the lower Floor 
within, by proper Funnels or Pipes, after being thus 
air'd and fann'd; and is again cran'd up into ſome 
of the upper ſtories. Stoves are alſo to be made in 
the midalle and each end, to be made uſe of upon the 
going off of Froſts. | 

Wu the Corn is firſt lodg'd it is laid fix Inches 
thick, turn'd twice a Week, and skreen'd once; this 
for the firſt two Months. Then it is laid a foot 
thick for two Months more, turn'd once a Week, 
and skreen'd once a Fortnight. Afterwards it is laid 
two foot thick, turn'd once a Fortnight, and skreen d 


once a Month. After lying a Year they lay it 2t or 


three foot thick, turn it once a Month, and skreen 
it once in two Months. After lying two Years, 
they turn it once in two Months, and skreen it once 
a Quarter; then it will be perfectly dry, and may 
be kept ſound and good, ſeventy Years, by turnin 
and skreening it once a Quarter. 5 : 

A Granary of theſe dimenfions will contain 1400 
Barrels, and if the Walls be ſtrong enough, at 24 


| Brick thick the two firſt Stories, two Brick the three 


next, and 15 Brick the two upper Stories; which ac- 
cording to a Plan I have ſeen was judg'd ſufficient, con- 
ſidering how the Building is bound by the lowneſs of 
the Stories; then it will take 600000 Bricks to build 
it. If it be thought proper to add + Brick more to 
the Thickneſs throughout, then it will take 750000 3 
and the whole Expenſe of building it, when all things 
are provided at the leaſt Price, would not ex- 


ceed 1200 4 - | 
Is 
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Ir we ſuppoſe 44. annually taken for each Barrel * 
lodg'd, the Rent of the Granary when fill'd would V 
amount to 233 J. 6. 5. 8 d. Dedu the charge of at- he 
tending the Granary, viz. a Clerk at 40 J. per au- V 
num, and ſix others at 8 J. or 10 J. cach, in the lie 
whole 88 J. or 1001, then there would remain 1 33.1. B 

65.87. or 145 J. 65. 8 d. for the Intereſt of 4200 J. ; 
laid out in the building, which would be above 11 bi 
or 12 per Cent for their Money, tho” they lodg'd no 1 
Grain. Suppoſe the Granary ſhould Coſt 1 5001, G 
they would have 8 J. 16 5. or 9. 13 5. per Cent for 10 
the Money expended in the building. 3 8 7 

Any who lodg'd Grain at 4 4. per Barrel Rent, 0 
ſuppoſe the firſt Coſt was 10 Shillings, if they ſold _ 
it again at the end of tour Years, at 16 Shillings ; A 
and ſuppoſe it in that time to dry in 20, would make for 
very near 10 J. per Cent of their Money, vis. 38 J. fr 
13 5. 4 4. upon 100 J. in four Years. 

THis I ſhould think would be Incouragement . if 


enough, even for private Perſons, to build Granaries 
or lodge Grain; ſince I take this to be the very loweſt 
Computation of the Gain to be made by them: For y 
they may have an opportunity of buying Grain cheap + ( 
er than I here ſuppoſe it, or ſelling it dearer, and 


even in leſs time than tour Years; which would any 1 
way make the Gain greater. 

Bur tho” this would be a great advantage, yet it Ea 
would ſtill be a greater benefit to the Publick, if Is; 
built at the Publick expenſe, or by Corporations : R 
For by regulating them when fill'd, and by taking 0 
in none but ſound dry Grain, and that by Weight, 
and allowing a reaſonable Deduction for drying in, k 
many hundreds might Lodge their Grain in Cumulo . x 
without inconveniency: And by obliging the Over- i 


ſeers and Clerks of the Granaries to give a proper 
ſecurity for their Care and Truſt; and allowing of 1 
proper Aſſignments and transfers, each Granary 
might become a Bank or Fund of Credit, and w_ 
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be ſaid to add to our running Caſh, ſince it would 


be a real ſecurity to any Perſons who would lend 
Money to thoſe who had Corn in the Granary, by 
aſſigning them their Grain, tho* redeomable as in 

Mortgages; and no Sale whether Clandeſtine or Pub- 
lick, ſhould be allow'd untill it was regiſtred in the 
Books of the Granary. By this ſecurity Servants 
and others who could fave as much Money as would 
buy ten Barrels of Wheat, inſtead of ſquandring or 
drinking it, would buy Grain, and lodge it in the 
Granary, or buy it up from others who had already 
lodg'd it, which they could afterwards diſpoſe of 
at pleaſure. Farmers could lodge their Grain, and 


take up Money upon it to pay their Rent. Tradeſ- 


men and Manufacturers could lay in their Grain, and 


take it out again as they wanted it. Theſe and 
many other Conveniences would be found to ariſe 
from it, not neceſſary here to mention. 

Fox theſe Reaſons it would be of great ſervice, 


if the Legiſlature would think of a Fund to build 


Granaries at the publick Expence, and have them 
E under a you direction for the good of the 

ingdom : But untill this be thought expedient, I 
ſhall propoſe a way how ſome of them may he built, 
at ſeveral Ports proper for Export, without any 
Expence to the Publick ; and even the Money im- 
ploy'd in building chem, may be in a great meaſure 


an acquiſition to the Kingdom. 


TERRE are a great many conſiderable Corpora- 
tions in Irelaud upon the Sea Coaſt, to whom the 
Crown has given Lands, Tolls and Cuſtoms of a 
conſiderable Value, to ſupport the Dignity of the 


I. Magiſtracy, and to be employ'd for the good of 


the ſeveral Corporations. Many of theſe Lands lic 
in Common to thoſe Towns, and being Waſte, be- 
come Common Nuſances, being generally a Neſt for 
Thieves, and Beggars. Theſe by being improv'd, 
might be made of four or five, and in ſome oy 
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of ten or twelve Shillings per Acre Value, whic 
are now ſcarce worth any thing, but over-run with 
all kinds of Weeds, and of no benefit to the Induſti- 

ous Inhabitants. The Rents of the other Lands, 
Tolls and Cuſtoms, over and above what is ſuffici- 
ent to ſupport. the with decency, are 
no ſquandred away in Rioting and Exceſs in En- 
tertainments, to the laſting reproach of many Cor- 
porat ions; when they ought to be employ d for 
the benefit of the Publick, and particularly, of the 
Corporations they belong to. Now would it not 
be juſt and equitable in our Legiſlature, to oblige 
the ſeveral Towns Corporate to ſet their ſeveral 
Lands at the beſt improv'd Rent, and limit them, 
according to their different Situations and Revenue, 
to a Sum ſufficient to ſupport their Magiſtracy and 
Officers, and oblige them to lay out the remainder 
of their Rents, Tolls and Cuſtoms, in publick 
Works, for the benefit of their ſeveral Corporations; 
as in erecting Granaries, inlarging and improving 
their Ports and Harbours, building Work-houſes to 
employ their Poor, and in giving ncouragement to 
our Fiſheries, with many other Improvements too 
many to enumerate ? In the firſt place, Granarigs 
ſhould be erected and fill'd under ſuch Regulations 
as Ihave already mention'd, or may be found proper 
upon further conſideration; and for their Incourage- 
ment, the Magiſtrates might have a power given 
them of ſupplying their Markets out of the Publick 
Granary, whenever Corn exceeded a determin'd 
Price to be fix d by the Law, ſuppoſe twenty Shil- 
lings per Barrel. Would not this be a benefit to 
the Publick, and particularly tend to the increaſe of | » 
thoſe Corporations, by encouraging Tradeſmen, G 
to reſide with them, when they would kno that 
the Markets would be always ſupply'd at a reaſo- 
nable Price? would not the Revenues of thoſe 
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h Towns be more uſefull expended when employ'd 
h ſo, than in Luxurious Eating and Drinking, pro- 
— moting the Conſumption ot Foreign Wines, Spices 
5 and other Groceries, by which means the: a 
— J. their Time, give themſelves a vicious Habit not 
© eaſily ſhaken off, and become an ill Example to the 
— Induſtrious in the ſeveral Stations below them? 

— Bx having theſe Granarics the Government could 
r eafily judge, from the annual Crops and 8 
2 lodg'd in them, when it would be proper to check 
Xt the Exportation, from time to time; as when high 
7 Prices 3 abroad would incourage us to empty 
al our Granaries too much, leaſt by that means we 
n, might be oblig'd to buy back again Corn at à more 
© advanced Price, than we got for our own, 

d Tuus the publick Granaries ſhould be under 
er their power; and thoſe which were erected by Mer- 
- chants or private Societies, might have a Liberty of 
3 being ld from abroad, or empty'd when ever their 
s | Owners found their Advantage in it. 

to LIESSER Granaries might alſo be built, by Coun- 
to ty Taxes, in ſome of the inland Counties, where it 
00 ſhould be thought convenient : and a Method, us'd 
5 abroad in ſome inland Countries in Europe, might be 
wal introduced, if at any Time a ſcarcity at Home were 
er apprehended ; which is, in the beginning of Win- 
ter, to have an Eſtimate made of the Quantity of 
* Corn that every Farmer has in his Vard or Barn, 
ck and by a Law to oblige the Farmers, whenever the 
'd Government apprehended a Scarcity, to Lodge x 
il- part of their Grain, when Threſh'd, in theſe Gra- 
to naries, to ſupply the Markets at home, in caſe the 
ot demand from abroad were ſo great as to incourage 
0 ſuch an Exportation, as would leave us too ſmall a 
* quantity to ſupply our wants at home afterwards. 
22 The Money got for the Grain ſold out of thoſe 
oſe Granaries, ſhould be paid to the Farmers in pro- 
- 5 


ortion to the Quantity each of them |! 
b hy K _ n= 


3 


Theſe Granaries only to be fill'd under theſe Regu- 


lations, when a Scarcity was apprehended at Home, 


and when the other Sea- port Granaries were exhauſt- 
ed : but theſe are chiefly of Uſe in inland Countries, 
where there is little Water-Carriage, and Grain 
can't be brought from diſtant Parts, without great 
Expence. 
would willingly hope, that ſome way or other, 
a beginning may be given to Granaries; and when 
their Conveniency, and the Profit to be made by 
them is better known, other Regulations may be 
fix d upon to make them more beneficial ; for the 
whole Community would ſoon find the difference 
between a Regular and conſtant Market, and the 
reſent uncertain Startings occaſion'd by the riſing 
and falling of them, upon account of a Glut or a 
Scarcity. | 
Ix we eyer propoſe to have an extended Trade, 
and ready Market for our Linnen and Hempen 
Manufactures, and to bring them to perfection, 
we ought with the greateſt care to keep the Price 
of Proviſions at a reaſonable Medium: for theſe 
Manufactures are not like the Woollen, which tew 
Nations can excell in, either for want of good 
Wool, or ſome other conveniences; by which 
means, the Manufacturers of Wool, have fewer 
Rivals, and can afford giving higher Wages to the 
Perſons employ'd ; and therefore they can live to- 
lerably well, tho' Proviſions ſhould riſe higher than 
a reaſonable Medium: but fince moſt Nations Ma- 
nufacture Linnen and Hemp more or leſs, or Cot- 
ten, whichin many places is of the ſame Uſe; theſe 


are Manufactures, which have many Rivals; conſe» « 


quently that Nation which is moſt Induſtrious, and 
has a conſtant and regular Market for Proviſions at 
a reaſonable Price, muſt have a great advantage over 
others whoſe Proviſions are higher or fluctuate 
more; for by having a regular Market for Proviſi- 

| ons, 


751 
ons, they can ſell their Manufactures at a more cer- 
tain and reaſohable Price, by knowing for what 
"Wages they can conſtantly work ; and Merchants 
abroad will always give that Country the preference, 
where they can be furniſh'd with equally good Ma- 


nufactures, at a certain Price they can depend upon, 


becauſe a certain reaſonable profit is always prefe- 
Table to an uncertain one, tho' ſometimes it may be 
greater than the other. 

SINCE I have here mention'd our Linnen Ma- 
nufactures, I could with a proper, Method were fallen 
upon to proportion the Wages and Gain of the ſe- 
veral Renn concern'd in its ſeveral Branches; that 
is, that the Flax-dreſſer, Spinner, Weaver, Bleach- 
er, S ſhould each have a reaſonable Share of the 
Gain, in Proportion to the Time and Difficulty of 
their ſeveral Parts; for if any of them have too great 
a Share, it is a great Piſcouragement to the reſt. 

I am of Opinion, that at preſent the Weavers 


and country Merchants, who buy the Linnens either 


gm or bleach'd, run away with too much of the 
rofit from the Spinners; ſo that, when Proviſions 
riſe but a little above a reaſonable Price, the Spinner 

has too little Wages. | 
I am alſo convinced, that, as many of our Wea- 
vers are now lituated, they can neither work ſo well 
nor ſo cheap, as they might if properly diſpos'd of 
and employed. They are now generally diſpers'd 
thro? the Country, and have cach a little Farm, 
from 5 or 6, to $ or 10, or more Acres of Land. 
By thus being divided between their Farm and 
Weaving, they are good at neither; nor can they 
be ſo expeditious, or capable of weaving well, as if 
they were conſtantly employ'd in it. This alſo o- 
bliges them to take higher Prices for their Weaving z 
ſince they only have Work as they can procure it 
from the Country Houſe-wives in their Neighbour- 
hood: for they require higher Wages to a 
2 their 
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their Families, becauſe they live part of the Vear 
idle. . Y | | 

For theſe Reaſons, I think it would be of great 
Service, it all Weavers and Spinners, who have no 
other Way of living, were oblig'd to live in Towns 
and Villages. This would encourage thoſe who buy 
Varn and employ Weavers, to live in, or reſort to 

thoſe Villages, and employ the Weavers ; and the 
Farmers in the Neighbourhood would have a Mar- 
ket for their Proviſions: which would be more be- 
neficial to both, than when cach of them endea- 
vour d to provide all Things neceſſary within them- 


ſelves for their Subſiſtance; and in Lime of Har- 


veſt thoſe Villagers would be ready Hands to aſſiſt 
the Farmers. It would alſo be very convenient, 
that all who were bound Apprentices to Weavers, 
ſhould firft learn to ſpin; that in Cafe they were at 
any Time not employ'd in Weaving, they might by 
Spinning help to maintain their Families. 

I ca nr but think it would be a great Advan- 
tage to our Linnen Manufactures, if there was In- 
couragement given tb carry them on by Companies, 
or voluntary Societies, in the ſeveral Towns or 
Villages; for they would have vaſtly the advantage 
of private or ſingle Perfons, by overſecing and re- 
gulating the Markets in buying of Yarn; regularly 
employing the Weavers, whom they would hire by 
the Year; and in ſorting the Yarn; and taking Care 


that every Thing be put to the beft Uſe, without 


Waſte or Loſs : Nor would they be ſo liable to be 
impos'd upon by cither Spinners or Weavers ; and 
conſequently the Markets would not fluctuate fo 
much, as they now generally do, to the Diſad van- 
tage of Trade. Such Societies would alſo vye with 
each other in the Goodneſs of their Cloths ; and 
keep up their Credit with their Correſpondents a= 
broad; and by a more general Correſpondence, bet- 
ter know what reaſonable Price to keep the 1 
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kets at, ſo as to ſell at Par with Foreigners. But 
this being under the Direction of thoſe generous and 
diligent Patriots, the Truſtees of our Linney and 
Hempen Manufa#ures, it will be needleſs to enlarge 
further upon it. 


B y promoting theſe and other rational projects, 


we might improve our Country conſiderably; but, 
if we would ſtill more effectually promote Trade 


and Induſtry, improve the Couatry to the utmoſt, 
and make our ſelves truly Patriots by fixing our 
Liberties on a ſolid Foundation, it would be by eſta- 
bliſhing a Yeomanry in Irelaud. This, in my Opi- 
nion, is the true Source of all Induſtry, the chief 
Bulwark and Support of the Liberties of the Nation 
that is ſo happy as to have it. It was the keeping 
up the Farm-houſes, and the Tenures of the Veo- 


manry of England, that was the Foundation of their 


Improvements and Induſtry, and of the Liberties 
they enjoy under their preſent happy Conſtitution. 
The Want of this Yeomanry is the principal E- 
vil to be removed in Ireland, from whence moſt of 


our Inconveniences flow : It is greatly the Cauſe of 


our Indolence and Inactivity, and a Spur to our Ex- 


travagance. Could I ever hope to ſee all our Nobi- 


lity and Gentry ſo generous to their Country, to 
their Poſterity, and I may ſay to themſelves, as to 
fix the Tenures and Poſſeſſions of their Tenants up- 
on a laſting and certain Foundation, by Leaſes of- 


Lives renewable, or Fee-Farms, I would not doubt 


to find our People ſoon become induſtrious and fru- 
gal to the utmoſt. This would occaſion the Im- 


provement of our Lands, and give full Employ- 


ment to our People, ſo as to give us our full Weight 
in England: And they would then find it their Inte- 
reſt to enlarge their Foundation, as they have al- 
ready done with Scotland, and to incorporate us 
with themſel ves by an equitable Union. 


Ian 


e 
I am ſenſible this Propoſal will be liable to 
many Difficulties ; and many Objections may be 
ſtarted * againſt it by the Nobility and Gentry of 
this Kingdom; and muſt own my ſelf very 
uncqual to the Task, of ſetting in a full Light 
the Diſadvantages we at preſent lye under for Want 
of a Yeomanry, and the many and great Adyan- 
tages ariſing from the fixing one, and aſcertaining 
their Tenures and Poſſeſſions: Yet I ſhall mention 
ſome of them, and endeavour yo anſwer the 
moſt material Objections, that I can think of, a- 
ainſt it. | 
© T ns Diſcouragement to Improvements, ariſing 
from our preſent Method of letting our Lands by 
ſhort Leaſes of 21 Years, is obvious to all. Places 
where the Numbers of Papiſts are great, it is plain, 
will never be improved. On the contrary, they 
will rather endeavour to waſte and impoverifh the 
Land, tho? bound up by the ſtricteſt Ties. This is 
occaſion'd by the Shortneſs of their Leaſes. We 
find very little Improvement made upon Leaſes of 
31 or 41 Years. Let us caſt our Eyes upon Church 
Lands throughout the Kingdom, and we won't find 
one Place in a Hundred, where there is any tolera- 
ble Improvement made upon them. The Biſhops 
(who have only their Lands for Lite, which after- 
wards go to their Succeſſors) by their frequent 
Tranſlations, can ſcarce expect to be ſo long fix'd 
in any Dioceſs, as to leave their Lands to any of 
their Family; and for that Reaſon take Fines from 
to 3 Years, or from 7 to 7 Years: When they 
can't by ſuch Tenures 22 with their Tenants 
to improve, how can Lay-Landlords, whoſe E- 
ſtates deſcend to their Children, expect their Te- 
nants ſhould improve upon Leaſes determinable up- 
on 31 or 41 Years, or even three Lives? Have not 
Tenants dajly Inſtances before them of Landlords 
ſquandering away their Time and Money, and liv- 


ing 
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ing above their Fortunes, upon the Proſpect they have 
of retrieving their Affairs at the Expiration of ſuch 
Leaſes, by raiſing extraordinary Fines, or ſetting 
their Lands to thoſe who- offer moſt for them ? Up 

on Renewal, the improving Tenant muſt pay 2 


the Landlords Extravagance a Sum of Money 


cqu 15 


valent to the Improvement he has made, and the 
utmoſt Value of the Land, in caſe he has been ſo 
provident as to have acquir'd any Money, which ſel- 


dom happens upon ſuch Tenures; or he muſt give 


a Nominal great Rent for the future, if he renews 
his Leaſe; otherwiſe the next Perſon, who offers a 
Trifle more, gets his Lands, and he is turn'd adrift,. 
to ſerve in like manner the next whoſe Leaſe is ex- 
pir'd. Thus, where the Landlord proves extrava- 
gant, he ſcarcely ever diſtinguiſhes between an im- 


proving and a non- improving Tenant. 


Acenrs, particularly of thoſe Noblemen or Gen- 
tlemen who reſide in England, or at a Diſtance from 


their Eſtates, who have been impower'd to treat 


with Tenants, and giye Leaſes, to ingratiate them- 
ſelves with their Employers (that thus by their 
skilful Management they might procure more A- 


geneies from others) have in ſome Places 


taken 


ropoſals ſeal'd up, under a Promiſe to divulge 
none of the Names but that of the Perſon who of- 
fer d moſt, whoſe Propoſal was to be accepted of. 
Thus, the Leaſe was given to the higheſt Bidder ; 
ſo that the preſent Poſſeſſor had no Chance for a 
Renewal, unleſs he offer'd above the Value ; for 
doubtleſs, among ſo many Propoſers, there were 
ſome who offer d at Random, without knowing the 


Value of Land; and if any Tenant had been 


a 2 
ter Improver than his Neighbour, or had his Hou- 


ſes and Lands in better Order, he was ſure 


to be 


the Sufferer. Theſe have been the Methods uſed b 
ſome Agents, to the Ruin of the Nation; by which 


Mcans 


% 
Means they gave Landlords a Nominal Rent-Roll, 
and very aten paid Part of their Rents with a Mouth- 
ful of Moon-ſhine, by Reaſon of Tenants breaking 
and running off in Arrear ; whilft they themſelves, 
by Ways and Means, got Eſtates ſometimes equal 
to thoſe of their Employers. : 

How then can a Tenant improve his Land, 
when he is convinc'd that after all his Care and Toil, 
his Improvements will 1 and he be o- 
blig'd to ſhift for himſelf? Let us place our ſelves 
in his Situation, and fee if we ſhould think it rea- 
ſonable to improve for another, when theſe Im- 
provements would be the very Cauſe of our bein 
remov'd from the Enjoyment of them: I believe 
we ſhould not. Induſtry and Improvements go ve- 
ry heavily on, when we think we arc not to have the 
Property in either. What can be expected then 
trom Covenants to improve and plant, when the 
Perſon to do it, knows he is to have no Property in 
them ? There will be no Concern or Care taken to 
preſerve them, and they will run to Ruin as faſt as 
made or planted. What was it induced ſo many 
of the Commonalty lately to go to America, but 
high Rents, bad Seaſons, and want of good Te- 
nures or a permanent Property in their Lands? 
This kept them poor and low, that they ſcarce had 
ſufficient Credit to procure Neceſſaries to ſubſiſt, or 
till their Ground, They never had any Thing in 
Store; all was from Hand to Mouth; ſo one or two 
bad Crops broke them. Others tound their Stock 
dwindling and decaying viſibly, and ſo remov'd be- 
fore all was gone, whilſt they had as much left as 


would pay their Paſſage, and had little more than 


would carry them. to the American Shore. 

\ Furs, it may be allow'd, was the Occaſion of 

the poor Farmers going who had their Rents lately 

rais'd; but it may be objected, that was not the 

Reaſon why rich Farmers went, and thoſe * — 
evera 
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ſeveral Years in beneficial Leaſes yet unexpir'd, Who 
ſold thofe Bargains and remov'd with thetr Effects: 
But tis plain they all went for the fame Reaſon: 
For theſe laſt, from daily Examples before them, 
ſaw the prefent Occupyers omg of their Lands 
at the Expiration of their Leaſes, and no preference, 
given to them; ſo they expected it would ſoon be 
their own caſe; to avoid which, and make the moſt 
of the Years yet unexpir'd, they fold, and carryed 
their Effects with them, to procure a ſettlement in 
a Country, where they had Reaſon to expect a per- 
manent rroperty, . * „ 5 

Tus we ſee what this Country at preſent ſuffers 
from the Commonalty's having no fix'd property in 
their Lands; the want of which' deprives them of a 
ſufficient encouragement for Improvements and In- 
duſtry. The preſent ſhort Tenures ſerve only as a 

Snare to induce the Nobility and Gentry to be Ex- 
3 and ſometimes 'Tyrannical ; and 
the Commonalty, to be dejected, diſpirited, and in 
a manner ſlaves in ſgme places: But let us turn the 
Tables, and ſce the Kingdom in a contrary Light, 


with an eſtabliſh'd Veomanry, a fix d and permanent 


Property in Farms by Leaſes of lives renewable, 
or Fee-Farms: In which caſe it would be very con- 
venient, that upon the firſt ſettletnent of theſe Te- 

nures, no Farms ſhould Contaih leſs than 40 Acres 
Iriſb Meaſure, except adjoyning to Towns and Villages 

where ſmaller parcels might be allotted for thei 
conveniency for Orchards, Gardens and other Im- 
provements which could employ a Family; and that 
theſe treeholds ſhould not afterwards ꝓe allow'd to 
be ſplit or ſubdivided among the Children, but 
ſhould all go to one at the election of the Parent; and 
the other Children ſhould be bred to ſome Trade or 
buſineſs, by which means the Manufacturers would be 


Ancreas'd in the ſeveral Towns and Villages. Nor 


onght any of theſe frecholds to exceed 160 Acres, 
+: L cee 


except where, there are Bogs or Mountains; and 
thoſe might afterwards be ſubdivided to 40 Acres at 
the pleaſure of the Poſſeſſor of the Farm. | 
| Ac of theſe ſhould have a ſufficient. Farm- 
houſe upon it kept in repair. What an Improve- 
ment ſuch Tenures would. procure to the Kingdom, 
every one at firſt View may obſerve, Here would be 


2 fixt property in a Farm, ſufficient to find employ- 


ment for a large Family in improving it to the ut- 


moſt. Then all Lands capable of Improvement 


would be inclos'd, fenc'd, drain'd, manur'd, rill'd or 
planted with every thing to the beſt advantage. 


The Tradeſman's and Artificer's time would be em- 
ploy'd wholly at their Trade: Which would enable 
them to Work better and cheaper, than when they 


are diſtracted with ſeveral Employments and good 
at none. The, whole Country would appear like a 
regular Plantation or Garden, by the induſtry and 
frugality of the People: And. Nature would ſeem 
always to ſmile. Landlords would have a cettain 


and well paid Rent, and would know exactly what 


they could depend upon. This would make them 
leſs Laviſh and Extravagant than they are at preſent, 
to the ruin of their Families and Fortunes : Which 
proceeds from, imaginary Rent-Rolls, and is the 
_ cauſe of their grinding the Face of the Poor. 

INS T EAD of atyrannical or arbitrary ſway, which 
is frequently now the caſe; they would have all the 


deference and reſpect paid to them, that is due from 
a free, generous and brave Yeomanry, If this would 


be the conſequence, how worthy of Praiſe and how 
juſtly would, thoſe Noblemen. and Gentlemen be 


eſteem'd Paiots, who would concur in promoting 
it? This would be a perpetual Memorial of their 
Wiſdom and generolity; that for the good of their 
Country and poſterity, they had voluntarily given 


up a Tyrannical ſway and Arbitrary Power overs 


the Induſtrious Poor of their Country, and given 
5 | them 
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dem t permanent ptoperty in” their Lands and 


poſſeſſions; having only reſerv'd for themſelyes and 
poſterity that due deference, reſpect and weight, | 
which ought to be allow'd where Merit and ſuperior 
property are joyn'd together. 2 | 
Ix may be objected by the Men of Fortune; ſhall 
we diſpoſe of our Lands out of Leaſe, or under Leaſes 
near expiring, in Leaſes of lives Renewable, or in 
Fee-Farms, and ſo diveſt our ſelves of all the profit 
hereafter to be made of them, either from their im- 
provement or riſe of Markets, which in either caſe is 


giving ſo muchaway from our Familics and Poſterity ? 


| To this TI anſwer, we ought to have a great re- 


gard to the good of ouloſterity ; but it is not only 
in leaving them a great Fortune or Riches, that we 
act for their good; but in leaving it to them in a well 
regulated free Government, flouriſhing by Trade and 
Induſtry, whefe they may have a Power of doing 
22 a oy ect of being long pdſleſs'd of their 

iberties and Poſſeſſions. leaving them under ſo 
happy a Government and Muſtitution in a Country 
improv'd by Induſtry and Arts, they may paſs their 


time ih Affluence, Eaſe and Satisfaction: Where by 


a Virtuous, frugal, and yet generous open Education, 
they will have Power and Wealth ſufficient to do 
Acts of beneficence to Mankind, promote Induſtry, 
employ and relieve the Poor, and reward Merit. 

leaving them in the Enjoyment of theſe Powers and 
Rights, we do vaſtly more for them; than by leaving 
them an overgrown Fortune with a dejected indolent 
Commonalty, in a Country very little improv'd by 
Arts and Induſtry ; their Liberties being by that 
means more precarious, and the whole Sn 


I have already ſhewn, how little Proſpect there is 
of raiſing our Rents by Improvements, during the 
uncertain Tenures the Commonalty Fave now; and 
alſo how we may contributs to the Improvement of 

2 | 


e Ales 
our Country by fixing a laſting Property in the Veo- 
manry. What we give in rg we welfare, ſafety 


and improvement of the Kingdom, is given, in an 
eminent manner, to our Poſterity. It is highly reaſon» 


able, at the ſame time, that out of theſe Tenures a 


large Deſmeſn ſhould be referv'd in every Gentle- 
mans Poſſeſſion, according to his Fortune, that he 

ay at his leiſure Improve; as alſo Woods, Bogs, 
Parks, Sc. As to the Profit to be made of Lands by 
the Riſe of Markets, that is not to be expected or 
deſir d: But Methods are to be taken, to prevent- 
their being higher. There is a reaſonable Medium, 
for the Benefit of the Publick, which we generally 
exceed: Conſequently it is tg Intereſt of the Publick 
as well as of private Pe „that Lands ſhould. 
increaſe in value only by their Improvement in be- 
ing made capable of producing greater Quantities of 
Proviſions and Commodities neceſſaryin Trade: To 
do which effectnally, the true way, as I have already 
ſhe wn, is by aſcertaining the Tenures and Poſſeſſions 
of the Yeomanry. 75 | 

ANoTHER objection againſt the having a Yeo- 
manry, is this, that it .a perpetual poogerty were 
given to them in their Lands by theſe Frecholds, 
then the Intereſt and ſway of Gentlemen of Fortune 
over their Tenants, in Election of Members of 
Parliament, would be ſo much leſſen'd, that the Vote 
of each Frecholder in the ſmalleſt Freehold would 
be as much regarded as a Gentleman's of the greateſt 
Fortune; and Lords, who have no Vote, would in 
great meaſuye loſe their Intereſt in Elections for the 
Shires. 

TT n18 objection will have great weight with many 
in both Houſes of Parliament, without whoſe con- 
currence no Law cen be obtain'd ; and therefore ir 
requires a deliberate and full. Anſwer. 

N order to- this I muſt obſerve, that the deſign 
and intention of Parliaments is to preſerye the Liber- 
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88 
and Property of the Subject, and to procure thoſs 
Tow that may be thought bencficial, and repeal o- 
thers which may be found pernicious to the Com- 
mon-wealth, The leſs. the Expenſe is to the Elected, 
and the ſecurer the Property and Freedom is in the 
Electors; the greater will the weight of the Parlia- 
ment be, and the more capable of preferving ouv' 
Liberties and procuring us proper Laws. | 
Txr1s; anſwers the moſt material part of the ob- 
jection, but not the particular Reaſon of thoſe who 
— large Poſſeſſions and great Intereſt by the pre- 
ſent. ſmaller Dererminable Frecholds under them; 
who, to ſtrengthen. the objection, alledge that, the 
Frecholders, whom our preſent Laws allow to vote, 
being of a low Station and having but little Know- 
ledge in affairs of Government, are not qualify'd to 
judge of the Capacity and Qualifications of the Can- 
didates, if they be not under the Direction of Gentle- 
men of more extenſive — and greater diſ- 
cernment, but are frequently byats'd by the ſeemi 
generoſity or extravagance of the Candidates, whic 
too much influences the lower Rank of Men. This 
muſt be allow/d to. be fact, among ſeveral of the leſs 
judicious of them: But there are ſuch cloſe Ties be- 
tween Landlord and Tenant, eſpecially in Tenures 
of Leaſes of lives renewable, that it is frequently in 
the Landlords power to do them many Actions of 
kindneſs, = others cannot; as alſo to lay them 
under ſome diſſiculties, if they oppoſe them out of 
a ſpirit of perverſneſs, when the Gentlemen they 
recommend are of fair Characters in their Country. 
So that the few, to be prevail'd upon to Act againſt 
their Intereſt, will be inconſiderable; unleſs a 4 
„ lord ſhould propoſe a Perſon to them of a notoripus 
t ill Character, who might Joyn in with others that 
would form deligns to unhinge our happy Govern- 
n ment and Conſtitution : If ever ſuch a time ſhould 


— happen; it will be allow'd by all, that they ought 
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to break thro all ſuch Ties, and chooſe Gentlemen 
who would exert thenfſelves in the defence of their 
Country, the Government and Conſtitution: Their 
oppoſition to their Landlords, at ſuch a time, would 
be a convincing Proof that the 1 Tenures of 
the Veomanry would be of ſingular advantage to 
our Country; and would ſhew, that our Conſtitution 


was fix'd upon a Foundation not eaſily to be mov'd. 


But ſince thoſe Noblemen and Gentlemen, that have 
the greateſt Stakes and Intereſt in their Country, 
are under the ſtrongeſt Ties to preſerve our Con- 
ſtitution and Liberties, this is a caſe which, it is 
preſumed, will never happen. It is only thoſe of 
deſperate Fortunes, that would deſire Convulſions in 
the State, in hopes to Fiſh in troubled Waters: Who 
having little or nothing to loſe, might hope to be 
Gainers in the ſcuffle, upon a new diviſion of proper- 
ties. So that the force of this objection muſt be loſt; 
and Landlord and "Tenant, like Patron and Client, 
would have fo great dependance upon cach other, 
that they would ſtill act in Concert, to the diſ- 
appointment of thoſe who would endeavour the con- 
trary, from ſelfiſh views, without. intending either to 
ſerve the Freeholders or the Publick. £4 
BesiDEg the Returns of the Boroughs would 
ſtill be in the Recommendation of the Nobility and 
Gentlemen of Fortune: And perhaps it would be 
proper to have the value of the Frecholds of thoſe 
allow'd to Vote for Knights of the Shire, fix d at 10 J. 
per Annum; by which means they would be leſs liable 
to be biaſs'd, and Elections would become · leſs Ex- 
penſive. 
Axor RHER objection to the Eſtabliſhing a Veo- 
marry, is this, ſome may ſay, they willingly would 
do it; but if they ſhould, whilſt others could, not, 
who are Minors, or, being bound up by Settlement, 
are Tenants for Life; then theſe laſt, who are now 
upon 2 level with them, and their Poſterity o_ 
„ » them 
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ready ſhe wn, there is no great proſpect of the Riſe 


their Poſſeſſion, and by that means are more likely to 


Ws 
them, would have greater Influence, increaſe their 
Rents, and be above the Par with them and their 
Children, which otherwiſe they would not. 

THr1s ſeems to have ſome Weight at firſt View: 
But I will endeavour to ſhew, there is little or no- 
thing in it, or that it may be avoided. I have al- 


— 
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of Lands without further Improvements, which is 
not to be hop'd for from our preſent Tenures. Be- 
ſides, thoſe who do expect it, generally live above 
their Fortunes: So when they have rais'd their 
Rents, they ſpend their Fortunes by living up to a 
Nominal Rent-Roll, which is frequently the Reaſon 
we ſee ſo many Families ruin'd and often Extin&.. 
On the contrary, thoſe Families that would give the 
beforemention'd 'Tenures to the Yeomanry, by 
knowing what they would have to Gi upon, and 
living within Bounds, might live eaſy and improve 
their Fortunes: Whilſt the others, by putting an 
imaginary Value on their Lands, live above them, 
and often ſell to thoſe very Families, in their Neigh- 
bourhoad, who live Frugally and improve what's in 
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make their Fortunes better, and with mare profit to 
the Common- wealth. But in order to make it more 
Equitable, and have a ſpeedier good effect, a Law 
might be procur'd, to enable Tenants for Life, and 
Guardians to make Leaſes of Lives, or for Terms 
of Years renewable, at the beſt improv'd Rent, 
without Fine; Reſerving at each Death, or Term of 
Years inſerted upon Renewals, a proportional Fine, 
or a proportional Part of the improv'd Rent, as 
may be t ought reaſonable to be fixt by Law. 

Nox do think it would be prejudicial to the 
Publick, if ſuch a Method as this were introducd; 
viz. To give Leaſes of Lives renewable, or Fee. 
Farms at a reaſonable Price, as Lands are generall 


ſet in the Country; and the Landlord afterwards al 
| ee | in 
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[ $8] 
ways, from 7 to 7 Years, or from 10 to 10 Years, 
ary 19.08 it in his Choice to take the firſt Rent it was 
fix d at in Money, or the third Part of the Produce 
of the Farm annually in Kind after the Tythe is de- 
ducted; ſo that he might have it in his Power to a- 
gree with his Tenant for 7 or 10 Years certain, for 
a Sum of Money to be paid annually for ſuch Third, 
or otherwiſe to take it in Kind. . 
By this Means, the Landlord would have a Cer- 
tainty for the Rent the Lands were firſt ſet at, and 
alſo che proportional Part of the Increaſe made by 
the Tenant upon the Improvement of his Farm, ei- 
ther in Gardening, Orcharding, Tillage, or Paſture, 
according to Agreement. Thus, for Inſtance, ſup- 
oſe 2 Farm of 60 Acres, Plantation Meaſure, ſer at 
5 Shillings per Acre; that is for the whole 15. per 
Annum. Suppoſe by the Tenant's Induſtry 8 of theſe 
were in Fallow ; 8 under Barley or Wheat; and 16 un- 
Beans, Peaſe, and Oats; 8 in Gardening and Mea= 
dow ; and 20 in Graſs. Suppoſe the Produce of 
Wheat to be 8 Barrels per Acre, or of Barley 14 ; 
Peaſe or Beans 10; and Oats 12, The Crop in 
. Tillage, by the Improvement of the Farmer, would 
ſtand thus :,64 Barrels of Wheat, or 112 of Barley; 
4 Acres of Beans or Peaſe, 40 Barrels; and 144 
Bartels of Oats upon 12 Acres. After deducting 


_the 3 the Landlord's Third Barley above 19 
a 


n of Wheat, or 33. 6 of Barley; 12 of 
Beans or Peaſe; and 43 of _ heat, at 12 Shill. 


3. 1 
per Barrel, Value 11 08 o or Barley at 6s. 10 01 7 
Beans or Peaſe at 85. 4 16 © 4 16 © 
Oats at 4s. per Bar. 8 12 © 8 12 0 

hat the Landlord by { | | 
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Furs would alſo be 8 Acres in Gardening of 
Meadow, Value 81; when * is deducted, 7 l. 
4 o d. the Landlord's Third wou'd then be 21. 

Ss. od; By ſowing Graſs-Sceds, 20 Acres of Graſs 
wou'd at leaſt be worth 10s: per Acre, 10 J. The 
Landlord's Third, Tythe deducted, 37. os. od: 
Total of Gardening, Meadow, and Graſs, 5/. $s. od. 
So the improv'd Rent to the Landlord might be 
from 281. 175. 79, to 30/1. 45s. 04. when Markets 
were at a reaſonable Price: if he abated the Tenant 
7s of this for his Trouble, he would have about 


27 J. per Any. for his Rent, which would be an Ad- 


dition of about 12 J. per Ann. to his Original Rent; 
all owing to the 'Tenant's Improvement, upon his 
having a good Tenurc; and the Tenant would have, 
at a Medium, about 60 l. per Aun. to live upon, and 
to pay his Servants Wages, Seed, and Repairs: Or 
ſuppoſe ; would be thought a reaſonable Proportion 


to take from the Tenant ; then the Landlord would 


have about 227. at a Medium; and allowing the Te- 
nant is of that for his Trouble in turning it into 
Money for him, the Landlord would have about 
20). per Ann. Rent, or 5 J. more than the firſt Rent, 


all owing to the Tenant's Improvement. 


T x vs might he agree with the Tenant for 7 or 
10 Years, as he thought proper, and ſtill be ſecure 
of the third or tourth of the Increaſe made by the 
improving Tenant. It Markets at any time became 
dearer, he would reap the Benefit of them; and e- 


ven where the Tenant was a Sluggard, or the Lands 


not eaſily improv'd, he would ſtill be ſure of the 
Original Rent they were ſet at. He might alſo ſe- 
cure, where Wood was planted, a Proportion of it 


at each Fall of the Wood; for which he might at 


his Pleaſure, come to an Agreement with the Tenants 
SucH a Tenure, I am convinc'd, world antwer 
all the Ends defir'd by the Publick 2s we 48 by the 
Landlord and Tchant: * Publick would Feap all 
e 
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the Benefit of the Improvements made in the Value 
of Lands thro' the Kingdom. . 'The Landlord would 


have a reaſonable Share of the Improvement of his 
Land and gradual Riſe of Markets ; and the Tenant 
would have a permanent Property in his Farm, and 
a comfortable additional Subſiſtance to his Family 
by his Improvement, Care, and Frugality; and a- 
neceſſary and ſuitable Dependance and Friendſhip 
would be preſerved between Landlord and "Tenant 
in all Elections, and a perfect Harmony be always 
maintain'd. It would be the Landlord's Intereſt and 
Honour to preſerve his Tenant from all Hardſhips 
and Inconveniencies from others in the Country ; 
and the Tenant's to ſupport his Landlord's Intereft 
and Weight with others of, equal Rank in the King- 
dom, which would cnable the Landlord the more 
eflectually to protect and defend the "Tenant from 
any Oppreſſions in the Neighbourhood. Then the 


Jus Patronatus would be in ſome Meaſure renew'd, 


and Landlord and Tenant would be ſynonimous 
Terms with Patron and Client. Thus would our 


Liberties be better ſecur'd, and Trade and Induſtry 
be promoted. | ; 

1 r may be further objected, that in ſeveral Parts 
of the Kingdom, particularly in the North, they 
have ſubdivided their Farms into ſmall Holdings; 
and the preſent Poſſeſſors being poor, they have not 
Stock enough to take and improve 60 or 100 Acres; 
and in ſome other Provinces, where are vaſt Tracts 
of grazing Ground, and few reſiding upon them, but 
Gentlemen and Labourers, there would not be enough 
of the Middle Rank to take ſuch Frecholds, or ca- 
pable to improve them. | 

To this 1 anſwer: That giving thoſe, who have 
art Inclination to improve, a perpetual Property in 
the Lands, tho? according to the Plan J propos'd, 
they are not allow'd to ſubdivide their Frecholds” 
and arc not able at prefent to occupy and improve 

| | the 
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the whole Freehold they would take, they might 
however ſet off a Part of it for a Term of Years, 
until their Stock ſhould -increaſe, and the Land in 
their own Poſſeſſion be improv'd, and afterwards 
they mig 
— the whole to Advantage. 

I Mus r further obſerye, that ſhould this Me- 
thod of letting Lands ever take Place, thoſe, Who 
come earlieſt into the Project, would have the Choice 
of all the improving Tenants to take their Lands; 
and all the poor, refuſe, diſpirited Tenants, having 
no Genius for Improvement, would. be left with 
thoſe who would not concur in giving thoſe Tenures, 

or were lateſt in coming into this Method. _ 
Txo' the giving theſe Freeholds to Proteſtants 
only, would have a good Effect in ſtrengthning the 
Proteſtant. Intereſt in this Kingdom, by itferealing 
their Numbers and keeping the Power and Property 
of Lands in their Hands; yet I could with, for the 
Good of Religion and our publick Benefit, that ſo 
wide a Breach were not kept up between us and the 
Papiſts : for I am tully convinc'd nothing retains 
them more obſtinately in their Perſwaſion, than an 
Impreſſion that they are ſuffering for Religion. 
Were there a free Intercourſe between us, = no 
Stain fix'd upon Proteſtants, who, thro' Curioſity, 
ſometimes might be preſent at their Sermons or 
Celebration of their Maſs; we might more cafily 
expoſe their Errors and Superſtition to the vulgar, 
who are kept in Ignorance, than now we can. The 
chief Reaſon we can have to diſcourage Papery by pe- 
nal Laws (tor I don't conſider the Papiſts here as the 
old native Proprietors, who always pretend a Claim 
to their ancient Properties) ariſe from the three fol- 
lowing Tenets or Doctrines they hold; viz. a foreign 
Juriſdiction in the Pope over Kings, to dethrone 
and murder them; their keeping no Faith with He- 
reticks; and their maintaining an Inquiſition over 
| M 2 Conz 
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Conſcience. Their other Errors and Abſurdities, 
for the moſt Part, regard only themſelves; but don't 
affect the Pablick. Many of the Gallican Church 
and Fanſenifts deny theſe. ' Now ſhould any Part of 
the Popith ſecular Clergy be brought to abjurg theſe, 
and, to expoſe theſe Tenets to their Hearers, and 
endeavour to diſcover and ſuppreſs thoſe who taught 
them, and at the fame time take the Oath of Allegi- 
ance to his Majeſty ; I would freely give my Vote 
for a Toleration of them and their Religion; and 
diſtinguith the Laity, who adher'd to this. leſs erro- 
neous Part of the Church of Rome, by giving them 
Tenures, and an Intereſt in their Country, ſufficient 
to promote their being induſtrious and aſſiſting to 
increaſe the Wealth of the Kingdom. 

IT ux preſent Method of ſetting, levying, or re- 


covering of Tyches in this Kingdom, is frequently 


the Ground of Complaint, and an Occaſion of Diffe- 
rences and Coldneſs between the Clergy and Laity 
in many Places; which obſtructs the Giergy's being 
uſeful as {Þiritual Guides, and has lately been made 
an handle to induce Thouſands of the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters to go to America; for by the preſent Method 
of ſerting them to Tythe-Farmers from Year to 


Y-ar, they not only come to know the full Value 
oi their T'ythe, and take the utmoſt Farthing from- 


th. Feth. -Farmers, by giving them to thoſe who of- 
ter molt ; but theſe again ſcrew up the "T'ythe upon 
the Poffeſſors of the Land, even beyond the value, 
by the Folly of the Occupiers of the Land, who va- 
lue their Grain, Y higher, and their own Labour 
leſs than the Tythe-Farmet could fell the Grain, or 
get it clean'd for, in cafe he drew the T'ythe, and made 
the moſt of it, and if the Tythe-Farmer continues 
above 2 or 3 Years in Poſſeſſion, and any of the Peo- 

le fall in Arrzar, they are ſo much under his Di- 
ſtreſs by the Expeace he can put them to in the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Courts, that they dare not oblige him to 
| draw 
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draw their Tythe, but in hopes: of Forbearance 
will rather take it above the Value. I can't but 
think, therefore, it would be for the publick Good, 
that a Power ſhould be given by Law to the Preſent 
Incumbents in every Pariſh, and for the Time to 
come to their Succeffors, to ſet Leaſes of their 
Tythes at the improv'd Value, without taking Fines, 
for a Term not exceeding 21, 16, or 11 Years; as 
thought moſt reaſonable by the Legiſlature ; which 
ſhould bind their Sycceffors during that Term; and 
to prevent Frauds, no Leaſe ſhould be valid, that was 
made within a Year of the Incumbent's Death or 
Removal; and as a further Encouragement and In- 
ducement, to ſet the Tythes only to the Leſſees or 
Occupiers of the Land, or to the immediate Land- 
lord of the Occupiers of it, who could applot and 
levy it with the Rent during the Term for which it 
was granted; a Power may be given to the Clergy 
in ſuch Caſes, to levy and diftrain from the Ter- 
tenant, or Occupier of the Land, as lay-Landlords 
do now. | 
hx making ſuch a Law, I can foreſee no Diſad- 
vantage to the Clergy, but the contrary ; 
conſiderable Benefit to the Laity, and the Publick; 
a perſect Harmony would be reftor'd in many Pla- 
ces between them. The Clergy would have the 
Certainty of a reaſonable Value of their Tythes, 
and an eaſy Way of recovering them without an- 
Piſcontent: And at the Expiration of each Leak, 
in caſe Lands improv'd, or Markets became gradu- 
ally dearer, they could improve their Tythes as 
well as now: and in the mean time the Occupiers of 
the Land would be encourag'd to break up and im- 
prove their Lands by Tillage, and to propagate ſe- 
veral other Things that are attended with great 
Expence, as Hops, Sc. which now they can't 
ſo well undertake, conſidering how heavy the 
Tythe would be when added to the other Expence. 


The 
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| The heavy Tythe is a Reaſon often given for their 
Indolence and non-Improvement. | 


TI canrt. ſee that any Perſon would ſuffer by 
giving theſe Leaſes, and the Allowance of diſtrain- 


ing for the Tythes, but the Officers of the Eccleſi- 


aſtical Courts; which might be cafily remedied, by 
giving to the ſeveral Chancellors an annual Salary, 
to be levy d in the ſeveral Dioceſſes as County-Tax- 
es are, in lieu of their Fees upon all Occaſions, as 
well upon Licences and Probats, as upon Suits de- 
pending in their Courts; and then we ſhould get 


rid of many uſeleſs Officers, ſuch as Country Proc- 


tors, Apparators c who are generally as uſeleſs 
and prejudicial to the Commonalty as country At- 
tornies. | \ 

Bur perhaps it may be objected, that ſince the 
Law has given the Tenth to the Clergy, and that 
to be OT 


the Continuance of the Leaſe, tho* the Lands im- 


prove and the Markets riſe ; beſides, this is doing 


a great Prejudice to the Succeſſors of the preſent 


| Incumbents who grant the Leaſes. 


To this I anſwer ; that if the Tythes were given 
to the Clergy, ſolely with an Intention to make 
them rich and opulent, and to aggrandize and raiſe 
their Families, and that they were to conſider no- 
thing but their own private Benefit, the Objection 


is ſtrong, and they ought to make the moſt of them: 


but if they are only given as a comfortable Subſiſt- 


ance for their Families, and to take off their 
Thoughts from worldly A 

Time to employ themſelves in reading, improving 
their Knowledge, and teaching the Laity ; who by 
Reaſon of their many other Avocations, have not 


fairs, that they may have 


Leiſure generally to employ a competent Part of 
their Time, to diſcover without Aſſiſtance, and * 
* 


in kind out of the Labour of the Laity; 
why ſhould not they have the utmoſt of their Due 
without Clamour? Which they can't have, during 


and each other, and for that Reaſon ſtand in 


fix d iy 57 in their Freeholds; ought not the 


no more attach'd to this World than the Laity, to 


[95] * 
kx the Impreſſions of their Duty to God 1 
eed 


of their Examples and Exhortations: and ſince the 
principal Reward of the Clergy's Labours is reſerv- 
ed to be given in another World, I can't ſee why 
they ſhould deſire to take the utmoſt of the Labour 
of the Laity due by Law, and ſo give the People 
an Impreſſion of their too much valuing this World, 
which gives their Exhortations leſs Weight, and fre- 
quently breaks the Harmony which ought to ſubſiſt 
between them ; or how can _ juſtly complain of 
lay-Landlords, who rack and ſqueeze the moſt they 
can from their 'Tenants? ſince by Law they are as 
much intitled to what they can get for their Land, 
as the Clergy to their Tythe. If Landlords then 
quit a Share of their Right to the Improvement of 
the Land and the future Riſe of Markets; and for 
the Good of the Publick diveſt their Succeſſors of it, 
who are their Children, by giving the Yeomanry a 


Clergy, tor Examples-ſake, and to ſhew they are 


allow their Pariſhioners to have a ſmall Property in 
their Tythes for a few Years, at a ſomewhat leſs 
Value than the Law intitles them to take? and this, 
J think, they may do with a good Conſcience, with- 
out being juſtly blamed by their Succeſſors; nay, e- 
ven in caſe a ſmall Fine were taken, which I propoſe 
here ſhould not be allowed; or otherwiſe the Biſhops 
have all along been in an Error, in renewing for a 
Fine to their Tenants, and have done Injuſtice to 
their Succeſſors. | 

As a further Incouragement to Induſtry, we ought 
to execute the Laws more rigorouſly againſt Papiſts 
who retuſe to work upon their Holydays which are 
not allow'd by our Laws : For theſe they ſpend in 
Idleneſs, to the Loſs of the Publick and their own 
Detriment, half ſtarving their Families by not work- 


ing 


CE. 


ing a competent Part of their Time. Nor would 
it be a Detriment, if we lefſen'd the Number of our 
tcgal Holydays, and had more working Days: For 
fince the original Intention of them is not com- 
ply'd with, to frequent the Church for Inſtruction 
and Prayers; the Publick ought not to ſuffer the 
Loſs, by their making it a Cloak for Idleneſs and 
Debauchery: Some of them alſo happen in thoſe 
Scaſons, when Labour is very neceſſary to the Pub- 
lick. The obliging therefore all thoſe to work, who 
cither had not | prong Prayers in their Pariſh, or 
would not attend them if there were any , I hope, 
would not be deem'd a robbing God Almighty of 
his due ; for certainly a laudable Induſtry on ſuch 
Days, is more pleaſing to him, than an Indolent In- 
activity and Non-Attendance upon his Service. 

I sH#ALL here beg Leave to make a groſs Com- 
_ of the Loſs the Nation ſuſtains by the great 


umber of our Holidays ens, and by the 


fill greater Number of the Popiſh Holidays. 
Turztxre are 26 Popiſh Holidays kept in Eng- 
land more than the 5 kept by our Law : but by 
our Iriſb Kalendar, I apprehend, there are many 
more; for in an Almanack I have ſeen ſometime a- 
go, in which the Popiſh Holydays were diſtinguiſh- 
ed, I have obſerv'd at leaſt 49 more than our Law 
allows; conſidering alſo that the common Triſh Pa- 
piſts keep St. Patrick's Day, his Wite's, and Wife's 
Morher's, with many others equally ridiculous ; L 
believe that Number is of the leaſt. However, as 
in all my Computations I have endeavour'd to be 
wichin the Truth, I ſhall here only ſuppoſe them 
26 as in England, and form a Calculation from that 
Number. I objerv'd before, there were at leaſt 
3669644 Perſons in Jreland. I ſuppoſe of this 
Number, 1200000 are Papiits of all Ages, and 
600000 of theſe capable of gaining 54. per Day one 
Day with. another, by Service, Labour, Manufac- 
| ture, 


— 


, . . . . ²˙— ... 


Ern 4 a 5 * 1 


Days are now generally ſpent in Debauchery 


e 
ſure, or Spinning (which, I can't think is too great 
Wages to be allow'd to them: conſidering, by Mr. 
King's accurate Tables, that the one half ot the Peo- 
ple in every Country, are probably between the Ages 
of 15 60 Years and that many above 60 and un- 
der 15 are capable of maintaining themſelves by their 
Labour) there being then 26 Popiſh Holidays, each 
Perſon loſes 10 5. 10 d. which multiplied by the 
Number of labouring Perſons, amounts annually to 
325000). loſt to the Kingdom by the PopiſhHolydays 


alone. There are, betides theſe, 32 kept by Act of 


Parliament. Suppoſe only 16 of theſe thould be 
kept, viz. from Chriſtmas to Epiphany, being an high 
Feſtival, and in the dead time of the Year, 6; A- 
wedneſday, Good-Hriday, two in Eafter Week, two in 
Whitſon Week, the zoch of Fauuary, 29th of May, 
23d of Oober, and 5th of November, being all our 
high Feſtivals; and the other 16 ſhould be allow'd 
to be Working Days: There being at leaſt 800000 


| Perſons capable of Labour in the Kingdom of all De- 


nominations ; each of theſe, at 5 d. per Day, at pre- 
ſent loſes 6s. 8 4, which is annually to the whole 
Number 266666. 138. 44; which added to the 
former Loſs, the whole amountsto 5916661. 135. 44, 
which might annually be gain'd by the Publick ; and 
part of it being added to our Exports, would ſo far 
contribute to the Ballance of our Trade. Theſe 
and 
Rioting by thoſe who ought to labour; whilſt per- 
haps their Children are half ſtarv'd at home, or turn 
idle and beg or ſteal, to ſupport themſelves. 
WouLp it not then be more reaſonable to 
lefſen the Number of our legal Holydays, even 
turther than I have mention'd, by taking away ſuch 
other Days as keep up the Spirit of Diviſion and 
Parties among us; than to connive at the idling a- 
way of thoſe not allow'd by Law, which the Papiſts 
do at preſent, to the great Prejudice of the W 
dom. 7 0 
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Ir we could by theſe Incouragements raiſe a pe 
tit of Improvement among our Yeomanry, and by 
making and inforcing proper Laws, oblige all People 
to work a reaſonable Part of their Time, the Thing 
which would then be moſt wanted would be the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a Board or Truſt, that would act with 


the ſame Generoſity and Care as the Truſtees of 


the Linnen Manufacture have done ; who ſhould 
have a conſiderable Sum appropriated to be ap- 
plyed by them as Premiums upon any new Im- 

rovement or uſeful Invention in Husbandry, 
es, Trade, Navigation, or Fiſheries, as al- 
ſo to incourage People trom Abroad (tamous in 
their ſeveral Trades and Employments) to come 
and reſide with us, and put us upon ſuch Im- 
provements as we are at preſent unacquainted 
with, or don't ſufficiently underſtand. The Fund 
for this Uſe may be rais'd upon ſome of the 
Articles of Luxury, Dreſs, Equipage and Gam- 
ing, as I before propos'd ; which J believe none 
will think a Hardſhip, ſince it is in every one's 
Power to pay as much or as little of it as he 
thinks proper. This Board we have given a hap- 
py Beginning to, laſt Seffioa, by the Bill for En- 


couragement of Tillage, Draining of Boggs, and 


Inland Navigation ; which I hope in time may be 
inlarg'd, ſo as to comprehend the other Improve- 
ments I have mention'd, and have a ſuitable Fund 
appropriated to it. | 
TunISs General Board fixt in Dadlin, ought to 
have Correſponding Members in each County, by 
way of Clubs, to conſider their wants, and what Im- 
provements are proper for the ſeveral Counties. And 
theſe County Clubs may again be ſubdivided and 
have Monthly Meetings among themfelves, to put 
every Farmer, they can Influence, upon the moſt 
advantagious Improvements his Land is capable of; 
whether by Tillage, Graſs Seeds, Gardening, Drain- 
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ing, Fencing, making Meadow c. Theſe would be 
as ſo many Sub-Committees upon our Land Im- 
provements, that would impart their ſeveral Ex 
riments and the ſucceſs attending them, to the Grand 
Board in Dublin; from whence they might again be 
communicated to other parts of the Kingdom. | Afo 
ter the ſame manner ſhould Clubs of Merchants, 
Artificers, Manufacturers and Fiſhers meet in the ſe- 
veral Sea Port and Trading Towns, to concert and 
ropoſe further improvements in Trade, Navigation, 
Mernfiftures and Fiſheries; which they might com- 
municate to the Grand Board. I ſhould think, Sub- 
{criptions among the Gentlemen mecting at theſe 
Clubs, to be given once a Year as Premiums amon 
| thoſe Farmers and Manufacturers Ec, who ſhew'd 
any thing Remarkable in their way; as the beſt bred 
Horſe for Carriage, War, or the Saddle; the Fineſt 
or largeſt Cow or Bullock; the beſt Sheep; and ſo 
in reſpe& to Gardening, Tillage, Manufactures. or 


Lo WT: 


: Fiſheries ; would be of great ſervice to the Publick, 
> and more beneficial than Subſeriptions for Plates, to 
£ encourage Race Horſes, which are of very little ad- 
2 vantage to the Publick, and frequently a loſs to the 
3 Poſſeſſor. % Pie, 3 cls wa 
pi Anon the many Improvements our Lands are 
5 capable of, I can't omit the Article of Hops; which 
4 is ſo heavy a charge upon us in our Importations, 
amounting at a Medium annually to 40000 J. alſo the 
_ Culture of Madder may be very beneficial to us, by 
y laving us at leaſt 5000 J. annually, which we Import; 
5 and by ſupplying England with at leaſt 17 or 18000 /. 
id value which they now have from, Flanders. .Both 
* are very profitable to the Planter, and employ many 


7 of the Poor, great part of the Year; 2 
Mt Hops. Since they are both agreeable to the Soi 
F: and Climate of Ireland, eſpecially to the Warmer and 
3 more Southerly Parts, ſuch as the rich Grounds of 
85 Tipperary and Limrick ; and ſince they have been tried 
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in ſeveral of the more Northern Counties, with toler- 
able ſucceſs; I * it will not be amiſs, to be a 
little more particular in recommending and ſhewing 
the Benefit to be made by them. 
Tux Benefit ariſing from Hops, to thoſe in Eng- 
land employ'd in Railing and Vending them, is mani- 
feſt, by their keeping up and increaſing their Hop- 
yards. 'Tho' a bad Crop is expected generally once 
in 4 Years ; yet /tis computed they make 30 J. neat 
3 Acre Annually, which is Equivalent to 4 9/, 
or the 1riſþ Plantation Acre; and at the ſame. time 
they give Wages, and Employment to many of the 
Induſtrious Poor, at leaſt, half the Year, by reaſon of 
the neceſſary attendance-upon Soiling, Digging, Plan- 
ting, Howing, Poling, Tying and Picking: So that 
the National benefit is ſuperior to that of the Farm- 
er. The Merchants afterwards and Retailers have 
their benefit, and may be computed to make at leaſt 
20 J. per Cent. profit upon =— It the Nation 
finds it proper to diſcourage our preſent extravagance 
in French! Wines and Brandy, it will put us upon 

roper Methods of improving and Meliorating our 
ome made Liquors, particularly Beer and Ale; of 


which alſo we would expend greater Quantities, 


which would not only:inercaſe our Tillage, and Im- 
provements' in 8 and Orchards, but alſo 
our demand for Hops. If we don't in time conſider 
this, and Plant Grounds. with Aſh and Hopſally for 
Poles, and Plant Hop- yards; both the Price and 
Quantity of Hops from England, will be inctcas'd by 
our greater demand for them here. 

I am ſurpriz'd, thoſe Gentlemen of Tipperary and 


Limrick who Boaſt that their Soil is ſo rich and 


deep, that they throw away their Dung leaſt they 
ſhould make their Lands too Rank and full of Weeds, 
don't fall about fo beneficial an Improvement. I 
would not doubt of their making; Vaſt Tracts of their 


Land, in 10 or 12 Tears, worth 3 /. or 4 J. per Acre; 


and 
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and thoſe, who occupy'd the Lands, would at the 
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ſame time make Fortunes under them. Would they 
but chooſe proper Situations for Villages, incloſe and 
fence in proper Grounds for Hop=yards, and ſhelter 
them with ' rees of quick Growth, plant little Copſes 
for Hop-Poles; and being at the Expenſe of bringing 
over ſome Families from England Converſant in that 
way, give them Hop- yards for ſome Years gratis, 


and afterwards in Free-hold at a Reaſonable Rent; 


They might lay a Foundation for the getting 2 or 
3000 l. per Aunum, Rent, out of 1000 Acres; and at the 
ſame time make Thriving Towns, lay out all their 
Grounds like Gardens and employ all the Poor in 
their Neighbour-hood, who (finding the difference 


between living well by their conſtant, Employment 


and Labour, and the miſerable way they now live 
in, when Idle and Poor) would at the other Seaſons 
of the Year, when not employ'd in the Hop-yards, 
make ſome progres in our Manufactures by Spin- 
ning c. and thus contribute to the 1 * 
Linnen or Hempen Manufactures in thoſe Parts. 
How much more profitable would ſuch Improve- 
ments be, than the Wilds at preſent under Shee 

walks and Grazing Farms ? how much more Populous 


and ſafe would the Country be, by having Rich and 


populous Villages ? how much better for the Publick 
to give Employment to, and increaſe the Number, 
of the Induſtrious ? and how much more Honourable 
to the Gentlemen, who promote this Improvement 
and employ the Poor, than to diſcard them, and 
turn all their Lands into Grazing Farms, and by that 
means force them to be Poor and miſerable for want 
of Employment? Thoſe, who ſeriouſly conſider the 
matter, will be ſenſible of the Truth of this. 

IN like manner might Madder be cultivated in 
thoſe Rich Lands, to vaſt profit; being generall 
ſold from 2 or 3, to 7 or 8 J. per 100 weight; ſo 
that an Engliſh Acre has been known to yield 2 or 

8 | 300 1. 
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goo 2, che Crop being taken once in 3 Years, which 
would be an immenſe Gain: But if only 150 J. was 
made once in 3 Years upon an Iriſh Acre, it would 
be highly worth improvement; and there being 
Vent tor near the Value of 24000 J. Yearly in Eng- 
land, and here, there might be 480 Acres employd in 
it to advantage. I need not run out at length upon 
the advantage to be made in Planting Woad, Weld, 
Satron, Liquorice and other things more immediately 
in the way of Gardening: But I do think a ſmall Sum 
of Money, to be given as a Premium to Perſons who 


perfectly underſtood the Culture of each of theſe, 


and a proper Plot of Ground, to be given to them 
in conſideration of their taking a Number of ſharp 
Boys Apprentices, to learn them how to raiſe and 
cure each of theſe, would be exceedingly well be- 
ſtow'd, and a publick benefit. Theſe, when our of 
their time, mighr be taken by Gentlemen in different 
Provinces, who were willing to improve the Kings 
dom, and try them upon their ſeveral Grounds; and 
if they were attended with ſucceſs, then Lands might 


be given them at a reaſonable Rent, for the propa- 


gation of thoſe uſefull Plants. By theſc and the like 
methods, might every corner of our Country be im- 
prov'd. | wy nM = 
Amons the many Improvements, of which Ireland 

is capable, and to which we ought to give all proper 
Incouragement, is the diſcovery of Mines and Mine- 
rals. The out-works of our Mines and ſubterran- 
cous Treaſures have been attempted in ſome places 
with ſucceſs; and ſome progreſs made in ſeveral 
Places, where by the Diſcovery of ſmaller Veins, 
_ and more beneficial Mines may be hop'd tor. 
reland has in many places ſuch Towering Mountains 
and Rocks, as gives the ſtrongeſt pretumption of 
their having conſiderable Mines in them: Bur it is 
eur misfortune, that either by the ignorance of the 
Poſſeſſors, want of capacity in the Undertakers, and 
Neglis 
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Negligence or rather Roguery of the Miners and o- 
thers employ'd in Sinking, Boring, or Driving, many 
attempts have prov'd unſucceſsful, to the great dil. 
couragement of all future attempts. 

I am theretore fully convinced, we ſhall never make 
any conſiderable benefit of our Mines, without alte= 
ring our Laws which relate to them, and making 
them more extenſive and beneficial to the Undertak- 
ers: For ſince in moſt places, Lands are in poſſeſſion 
of Tenants for Lite or Minors, who, by our Laws 
can't grant Leaſes of Mines above 31 Years; and 
thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe Lands are not ſettled, very 
ſeldom grant a longer Term, and ſometimes are un- 
willing upon Reaſonable Terms to give een fo long 
a time; I can by no means think that Incouragement 
adequate to the Riſque they run; nor will any Per- 
ſons of Knowledge, Experience or Fortune come in- 
to this Kingdom, to ſearch for Mines upon ſuch li- 
mited Leaſes as our Laws allow ; and perhaps if 
they ſhould come over, either upon account of diſ- 
puted Titles, or the Extravagance of the Demands of 
thoſe who” have the Title, or by unneceſſary Delays, 
even ſuch Leaſes cannot be caſily procur'd upon 
Reaſonable Terms. 

J have therefore, to ſhew how the defect of our 
Mine-Laws may be ſupply'd, made ſome inquiry 
into the Laws in force in Mine Countrys, particularly 
Germany, Hungary, and Polaud. And there, I find 
they arc vaſtly different from ours; and calculated 
intirely with a view of giving Incouragement to thoſe 
who” will adventure and diſcover Mines and Min- 
crals. The Laws in Darby Shire are alſo upon a 
different foot from ours; but not quite ſo beneficial ' 
to the Diſcoverer, as thoſe abroad. In theſe Coun- 
tries there is no want of a Leaſe, when any Perſons 
{er about the finding of Mines; they only pay the 
Damage done to the Soil in the attempt ; and if a 
Mine 1s diſcover'd, a Court 1s call'd, and the finder 


makes 


1:24. Ko 


tmakes a legal Proof of his being the Diſcoverer, and 
the Mine (as long as he continues Working that Vein) 
is aſſur d to him in property, giving a fixt propor- 
tion to the Lord of the Soil as their Law directs. 
This muſt certainly be allow'd to be much more 
beneficial to the Publick and to the Undertaker than 
our limited Leaſes; and would be a ſufficient In- 


couragement, either to _ over Perſons of Expe- 
earch for Mines in this 


rience and Judgment, to 
Kingdom ; or might put ſome of our own Gentle= 
men upon Travelling into the ſeveral Mine Countries 
abroad, with a view of improving themſelves in the 
— . Mines, having a proſpect of making 
their Forkunes by it upon their Return home. 
Fox theſe Reaſons I would humbly propoſe, 
that our Laws in relation to Mines and Minerals 
might be repeal'd, and a general Law made confor- 
mable to the Laws in force abroad in the Mine 
Countries; that any Perſon paying a Reaſonable Sum 
for the Damage and Treſpaſs done to the Soil, to 
be determin'd by a Jury, ſhould have free liberty to 


© bore, dig, fink, or otherwiſe ſearch, for any Mine, 


Mineral or other Treaſure, paying a proportion li- 
mited by Law, ſuppoſe 7s, to the Lord of the Soil: 
That before he began to ſearch, if the Lord of the 
Soil were known, and there was no diſputed Title to 
the Royalties, he ſhould be oblig'd to make an offer 
to him, of going + or any leſs ſhare with him in the 
Expenſe and profit, beſides the r, reſerv'd as a Rent 


to the Lord of the Soil by Law; which ſhare, if he 


agreed to, and, without delaying the Undertaker, 
immediately entered into Articles to fulfill ſuch a- 


greement, ſhould be allow'd to him; if he did not, 


the whole Mine or Vein diſcover'd ſhould be the Un- 
dertakers, paying rhe above mention'd proportion 


to the Lord of the Soil, until the Vein run out, or 


he diſcontinued the Work fix Months; nor ſhould 
he hare any Title to fink in or damage any Houſe, 


Yard, 


e 
Vard, Garden or Orchard. A proper Law, fram'd 
upon ſuch a Foundation; would I hope give this 
3 much greater benefit of its Mies in a tew 
Years. | 

SINCE it can't be expected, I ſhould mention 
all che minute Improvements Ireland is capable of ; 
nor enter into a detail of the ſeveral advantages we 
ſhould Reap by them: I ſhall only take Notice of 
a very great and beneficial Branch of Trade that is 
left open to us, which I reſerv'd to the laſt; namely, 


our Fiſheries. This in great Meaſure depends upon +» 


the increaſe of our People; Employment of our 
Poor; and the lowering of Intereſt ; which of con- 
ſequence makes Freight eaſy, and by that means en- 
ables Fiſheries to be carry'd on to the advantage of 
the private Undertakers as well as the Publick. | 
Wu rt the private Fiſher can afford to ſell his 
Fiſh ſo cheap, hae the Merchant may have a reaſon- 
able profit by Exporting them to foreign Countries; 


the National advantage thence ariſing is ſo great and ni 


manite?, that I need not inlarge upon that head; all 
being clear gain, except Cask and Salt. If we con- 
ſider the vaſt Number of Hands employ'd both by 


Sea and Land to advantage; with the Number of 


Ships, Buſſes and Boats; the increaſe of our Hem- 
on Manufacture by furniſhing Sail-Cloth, Cordage, 
Nets and Lines; the Number of Trades ſupported 
by furniſhing and fitting out the ſhips employ'd in 
the Fiſhery, in bringing in Salt and Cask, and Ex- 
porting the Fiſh; as alto by ſupplying the Sailors 
and Fiſhers with Proviſion, Apparel and other ne- 
ceſſaries: We muſt be convinced of the many and 
great advantages of Fiſheries, when well manag d. 
Is we conſider that Ireland, next to Britain, is 
ſituated the moſt conveniently of any Nation in 


Europe, either for Cod, Ling, Hake, Herrings, or 


Pilchards, which abound upon our Coalt or that of 
Britain adjoyning to us; as alſo for the Banks of 
| | O Ne- 
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Neufoundland, or the Whale-Fiſhery on the Coaſt of 
Greenland, Spitaberg, or Dauys-Streigbis: If we con- 
ſider the Fiſhery further as a Branch of Trade Eng- 
land has left open for us, to increaſe our Shipping 
and Navigation, and to aſſiſt them in recovering ſo 
beneficial a Trade from Foreigners, ſince we lie 
more conveniently for it than Foreigners do: all 
theſe Things ſhould oblige us to attempt an Under- 
taking, which would be ſo beneficial to us. 

W find, by the conſtant and diligent Applica- 
tion of the Dutch and other Nations, that it muſt 
be a very conſiderable and advantagious Trade to 
them. This the Dutch frequently call their Gold 


Mine, and remember conſtantly in their Prayers: 


And *tis generally believed to be more conſiderable *' 
than the Eaſi-India, and moſt other Branches of 
their Trade join'd together. It is from hence plain, 

that it1s ratticable z and if we can once come, by low- 
ering of Intereſt and Cheapneſs of Freight, to be up- 
on a Par with them; we will exceed them, by our 
Situation, in all other Advantages. The only 
thing neceſſary to attempt the Herring Fiſhery 
with Succeſs, would be ſuch a Knowledge in the 
Manner of taking them, as to have them in as great 
Quantity as the Bareh; and in the Method of curing 
them, ſo as to ſave them as well, and to bring them 
as early to Market. None of theſe are impractica- 
ble. It will be allow'd, that we lie as conveniently 
to have Salt from St. Ubes, France, or Britain, as 
they do. Cask may be procur'd at reaſonable Rates. 
To all Parts of Europe we have a ſhorter Run; ex- 
cept the Baltick, Germany, and Flanders : And even 
in the Baltick we might be as near the Market as they, 
if we fitted out Buſſes to fiſh in the Northern Iſles 
of Scotland and Shetland as early in Summer as 
they do; for we would have all the Scotch Ports 
open to us which they want. As for Cod, Ling, 
and Hake; we might with proper Care EI 
ee ; ut 
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but Britain, with whom we-might ſhare upon their 
and our own Coaſts. Arid for the Whale-Fiſhery, 
we are nearer than either the Dutch or Hamburghers, 
had we once imbark'd in it, and got expert Harpo- 
nicrs. Of theſe Fiſheries 1 will treat everally. 

FIRST I will give an Account of the Herring- 
Fiſhery, the Way the Fiſh take in their Progreſs 
from Place to Place, how the Dutch proceed in ta- 
king them, and what Method we ought to take to 
procure the greateſt Number in the beſt Seaſon to an- 
ſwer foreign Markets: which I will do from the WM 
beſt Authority I could procure, and from my o.πƷ F- 
Reaſonings and Obſervations as well as thoſe of o- 
thers, with whom I have convers'd upon it. 1 

W᷑x find that all Fiſh in ftormy Weather do leave 
the Lee-Shore upon which the Storms beat, and re- | 
tire into deeper Water not ſo much difturb'd. Since 
Gregarious Fiſh, ſuch as Herrings which ſwim in 
Sholes, are more liable to be diſturb'd by a working 
Sea, than other Fiſh: it is highly rational from hence 
to conclude, that they generally retire into the Deeps 
of the Ocean, during the Winter, where they are 
free from the Diſturbance of the Winter Storm 
This is confirm'd by Experience, by the man 
Obſervations of their conſtant regular Retreat from 
the Shores of Britain and Ireland after ſpawning, 
and the regular annual Return of the immenſe Shole 
of Herrings to the North-Weftern Iſles of Scotlaud, 
and the Iſles of Faro and Shetland, where the Dutch |} 
attend their Motion in the Month of June. 

Wx find, from the Obſervations of Fiſhers, that 
Salmon conſtantly attempt to ſpawn in the Rivers, 
in which they were bred: and Fiſhers _ our 
Northern Coaft, upon taking them at Sea, can diſtin- 
rw the different Salmon 8 to the ſeveral 

ivers they ſpawn in, by their different Shape or iſ 
Marks; ſach as thoſe of the Rivers Buſh, Bann, de. 
It is from hence highly probable, that Herrings en- 
9 2 dcavour i 
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deavour to ſpawn upon ſuch Banks as they have 
been formerly bred in; unleſs driven thence by 
Storms, Frights, or other Diſguſts, as ſome alledge 
(how well grounded, I won't pretend to diſpute, 
nor can I readily believe) ſuch as firing of Guns 
npon Engagements at Sea, which might occaſion a 
Jremulation in the Water diſagreeable to them: bur 
why Thunder thould not equally affect them, I can't 
pretend to tell; for the Effect to them in the Wa- 
ter is the ſame. 

TRA they do ſpawn in Places where. bred, I 
conclude alſo for this Reaſon; that when any re- 
markable Fiſhery of Herrings has been in any par- 
ticular River or Place of ſpawning, in Loughs or 

{ Bays where there are proper Banks for them; for 

, ſeveral Years aitcrwards no great Fiſhery has been 

known at that Place: the Mother-Fiſh having been 

in great Meaſure deſtroy'd ; it requires ſome Years, 
in ſuch Place, tor the Spawn or Fry to increaſe to 

a ſufficient Number to make a profitable Fiſhery. 

I nave an Account alſo from Perſons of Honour 
and Integrity, who may be depended upon for the 


i Truth of the F act; that in Clyde, where had been 


the beſt Fiſhery in the Weſt of Scotland, about 40 


Fears ago they made a Wire in it with Hurdles 
where it was narrow, by which Means they contrac- 
ted the Paſſage ſo much that at full Sca they ſtretch'd 


a Net ſrom Side to Side in the Height of the fiſh» 
ing Seaſon: The Herrings, in a Manner the whole 
Shole, had got within the. Net beſore they fix'd it; 
and endeavouring to get out upon the Return of the 
Tide, being ſlopt by it, were all deſtroy'd, having 
ſtifled one another with their Preſſure, and ſo were 
thrown upon the Shore ſeveral Foot thick ; where 
having neither Salt nor Cask to cure and pack them 
in, they rotted, and they carry'd them out and ſoil'd 
their Ground with them. From that time,for many 
Years, thcy had no Fiſhery there: and even now it 
| no 
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no way equals what it formerly was. The Inhabi- 
tants there ſaid it was a Judgment upon them for the 
Deſtruction they made; But it is highly agreeable 
to Nature if we ſuppoſe that Fiſh ſpawn where bred, 
moſt of the Mother-Fiſh being then deftroy'd. 

SINCE then there is the greateſt Probability of 
meeting with the Herrings upon the Banks, and in 
the Bays and Rivers where they annually ſpawn 
and ſince the moſt rational Method of catching a 
Free: Quantity, is by diſcovering their ſeveral 
Haunts, and by following them, whilſt they ſwim 
in Sholes to thoſe Banks and ſpawning Places, before 
their Sholes are ſubdivided, when they are with 
more Difficulty met with: I will endeavour to ſhew 
the Courſe they generally take, from their firſt ſet» 
ting out in the Beginning of Summer, until they 
return to the North-Weftern Deeps in Winter, from 
whence again they annually ſet out upon their Mi- 
gration. 

Tus Dutch, by an Experience of a long Series 
of Vears, have found they are to be met with near 
Braſſa-ſound in Shetland, in the Beginning of Fune. 
There all their Buſſes aſſemble by the 224, and on 
the 24 h, N. S. (which is the firſt Day they are al- 
low'd to fiſh ; for before that time, they find by Ex— 
perience the Herrings are not in their Prime) They 
from thence ſcatter over the Face of the Ocean, un- 
til they meet with the grand Shole; which they af- 
terwards ſeldom part with, while their Fiſhery laſts. 
'The Shole at the North of Scotland divides; one 
Part going along the Eaſt Coaſt, and the other along 
the t. That on the Eaſt has been generally ac- 
counted the aq Shole, trom the numerous Banks 

in the German Sea, and on the Coaſt of England and 
Holland. "Theſe, by the time they reach Tarmouth, 
begin to ſpawn, and are paſt the Seaſon for prime 
white Herrings ; being there chiefly us'd in making 
red Herring b being dry'd and ſmoak d. her 
oF, 
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they have got the Length of the Thames, they are 
frill more waſted, and only fit for the preſent Con- 
ſumption in the London Market. They are yet 
worſe by the time they reach Calais and Dieppe, = 
ing in November and December; from whence they 
go, if the Winds blow Eafterly, through the Chan- 
nel and ſo through St. George's Channel, or round 
Ireland, co the iNorth-Weftern Deeps, to lye there 
during the ſtormy Seaſon : whilſt thoſe which ſpawn 
ſooner on the Sands near Yarmouth and Lincoly, & 
retire Northwards before the Eafterly Storms begin, 
and ſo regain the Northery Deeps before they are 
diſturb'd by the chen angry Element. Y 
A x the ſame time that the Eaſtern Shole goes in- 
to the German Sea; the Heſtern Shole coaſts along 
the W:/t Side and Weſtern Illes of Scotland or the He- 
brides, and fills all the Loughs, Bays, and Crecks 
there with an innumerable Quantity of Fiſh, From 


thence _y proceed more Southerly; and at the 


North of Ireland again ſubdivide, a very large Shole 
going Eaſterly —_ Cantyre and Fairhead in Ires 
land, whilft a ſmaller Shole goes Weſtward to Loughy 
folly, Killibegs, and Sligo. The greater Shole, at 
the Entrance of the Iriſh Sea, ſubdivides as it goes 
Fout herly; a great many going up Clyde. If the 
Eaſterly Winds prevail, ſometimes the whole Shole 


coaſts it up as high as Air; where at ſuch a time 


they might take an immenſe Quantity, as well as 
in other Parts of Clyde. They thence proceed South- 
erly to the ſeveral Places of ſpawning on cach Side 
of the Triþ Channel; ftill ſabdividing and wa- 
ſting the more Southerly they go ; being generally 
all ſpent before they reach Waterford on the one Side, 
or Devonſhire and Crowell on the other Side of the 


Channel. And this is the Reaſon of the Difference 
of the Size and Price of the Scotch and Waterford . 
Herrings: The one being taken in high Seaſon and 


the other, when too late. By the time they have 
| reach'd 


reach'd ſo far Soutbward, and have ſpawn'd, part . 


of the Eaftern Shole arrives from the Engliſh Chan- 
nel and joins them: and as the Wind favours them, 
they either go round Ireland, or through the Triſh 
Channel to the Northern Deeps. About Chriftmas 
1728, above 1000 of them were taken by a Draughr 


ok a Seine, at Iſle Magee in the North of Ireland, on 


their Return, being lank and ſpent : the others which 


ſpawn'd earlier, had before that time regain'd the 


ewes Iſles, and recover'd ſo much as in December to 


be in tolerable Seafon. Thus when the ſtormy Sea | 


ſon begins, they retreat to the Deeps ; and are rea- 
dy in April and May to begin their annual Tour 
from the Iſles of Faro, Shetland, and the Northern 
Hebrides. AT N 
NoTw1THSTANDING the general Opinion of 
the Greatneſs of the Eaſtern Shole : it is a dubious 
Point with me, whether the Meſtern does not exceed, 
or at leaſt equal, the Eaſtern; and that, for theſe 
Reaſons. Since the Preſumption is that the Num- 
bers, upon their Diviſion at the North of Scotland, 
which go to each Coaſt, are in Proportion to their 
ſpawning Places on each Side of Britain, which are 
the ſeveral Sands, Bays, and Inlets on the Coaſts of 


Britain and Ireland, where the Storms leaſt prevail: 


I am of Opinion, the Weſtern Shole atleaſt equals the 
Eaftern. For tho' the Coaſts of Holland and Germa- 


ny abound with Banks, and therefore might be pre- 


ſum'd to have more ſpawning Places than the Ir; 

Channel ; yet they have not ſuch great Numbers of 
Herrings as the Sands near Tarmouth, and the Ea 

Coaſt of Britain; becauſe the Vet Winds blow long- 
er and fiercer than the Eaſteru. It 1s plain, there are 
but few Banks or Inlecs on the Eafterny Coaſt of Bri- 
tain, Northwards of Flamborough-head or Sunderland: 


for except the River of Tay and Frith of Forth, there 


are none conſiderable. The Banks to the Southward 
of Sunderland arc thoſe of the River Humber, thoſe 


by 
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8 and ſo on by Tarmouth to the River 
mes, and Dover, with the ſeveral deeper Banks on 
the Coaſt of Holland and Flanders : For the Storms 
on the ſhallow Banks would diſturb the Spawn, and 
conſequently are not proper tor them. here are 
beſides theſe a few in the Eugliſb Channel, from Ca- 


ais to the Mouth of the Seine, and from Dungeneſs 
towards the Iſle of Wight. It is probable, the Sands 


near the Mouths of the Elbe and Neſer are not fo 
proper for their Spawn as thofe of Holland: Be- 
cauſe the Breadth of the German Sea there may make 
the Sea too turbulent. Now unleſs we ſuppoſe the 
Doggerbank, Whitewater, Deepwater, and Wellbank; 
which are ſituated in the Middle of the German Sca, 
to be all ſpawning Places for Herrings alone (which 
is no Way probable, ſince it is there the Dutch fiſh 
for Cod) it is certain the 6 gr Shole exceeds the 
Eaſteru. Or if only thoſe Places on the Banks, 
where the Water is leſs than 20 Fathoms, be pro- 
per for ſpawning on ; then they may be computed 
to be equal to cach other: For I preſume that there 
is a proper — at which different Kinds of Fiſh 
chooſe to lay their Spawn, to be protected from the 
turbulency of the Waves in a Storm, and to enjoy 
the Warmth of the Sun in the Spring, which aflit⸗ 
in hatching them: This we conſtantly obſerve in 
Pond-Fiſh, and we have the ſame Reaſon to con- 
clude it of Sea-Fiſh. I will now confider the pro- 
per Places for ſpawning on the Veſt Coaſt of Britain, 
and ſet them in Oppoſition to thoſe on the Eaſtern 
Coaſt. 

Taz Herrings, deſiring to keep in the quieteſt 
Waters, in their Paſſage to the Ir//b Channel crowd 
in between the Lewes, with the reſt of that Chain of 
Iſlands, and the Coaſt of Scotlaud; and finding ma- 
ny noble Inlets and Bays, from Stermoway Southwards 
upon the Eaſt Side of theſe Iſlands, and all round 


the Iſle of Sky; make a conſiderable Halt there. 
E In 
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ſound, which they carry home to re- pack. 
the Herrings have once puſh'd their Way to the 
Southwards of the Ouiſt Iſlands, they make a ſnort- 


lock into each of the 


1113 
In the beginning of the Summer, the greateſt Part 


of the Shole is to force its Way on both Sides of 


the Iſle of Sey; where undoubtedly by a right Diſ- 
poſition of Buſſes and Boats, a great Number might 
be taken in their prime Seaſon, and might be as ear- 
ly at Market as thoſe the Dutch take near _ 


cn 


er Stay at Mull, Ia, Fura, and Argyle-ſhire, be- 
cauſe more open to the Meſtern Ocean, eſpecially 
if the Weftern Winds prevail: tho' they generally 

Bays there, as they go along. 
They from thence ſoon puſh their Way through the 
narroweſt Paſſage between Scotland and Ireland, lying 
between the Mule of Cantire and Fairforeland or Tor- 


Head in Ireland; and being then arrived in a quieter 


Sea, leiſurely ſubdivide, and go in their proper Sea- 
ſon to their ſeveral ſpawning Places on cach Side of 
the Channel, which I ſhall briefly mention, and ſo 


form an Idea of the Proportion of the two Sholes. 


IN the Fryth of Clyde are the large Sands and no- 
ble Inlets of Dads: Lough-1ung, and the extend- 
ed Sands for many Leagues from Newport-Glaſcow, 
along the Largs, "6a Saltcoats, Irwin, and Air, as far 
almoſt as Girvan, ſome Leagues from Shore. There 
are alſo conſiderable Sands and Inlets on the South 
Coaſt of Scotland, by Kirkcnd-bright and Dumfries, 


up the Solway Frith ; the Sands to the North-Eaſt of 
Iſle of Man, and ſo on to Peel of Fondray; thoſe of 


Lancafter, Preſton, Leverpool, and Cheſter; the Sands and 
Inlet at Conway and Beaumaris ; the Coaſt of Caer- 
narvon, and Harbour of Milford; and the Severn Sea 
as far as Landsend. This is a vaſt Extent on the 
Weſt Side of Britain. 

On the Iriſh Side are Larne, Carrickfergus, Strang- 


ford, Carlingford, the Sands by Dundalk and Droghe= 


da, the Bay of DudJin, all the Grounds and Sands 
P trom 
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from thence by Wicklow and Wexford, the River of 
Waterford, and ſo on to Youghall and Cork; for fo 
far are Herrings taken. Belides theſe, there is a 
Shole which goes down the Veſt Side of Ireland, by 
Lovgh<fwilly, and ſo by Killibegs to Sligo and Galway; 
here they find better Shelter in the ſeveral Creeks 
and Inlets than on the Eaſt Side of the German Sea. 
Now it the many convenient Sands and Inlets on 
this Side of Britain be confider'd, and the few Mo- 
ther-Fiſh deſtroy'd here be compar'd with the Num- 
bers taken on the Eaſt Coalt of Britain; it is highly 
1 the Meſteru Shole is at leaſt as great as the 
Zaſtern. og 
5 H Es E, according to the beſt Accounts I have 
been able to procure, are the annual Migrations of 
the ſeveral Sholes of Herrings; and their Propor- 
tions do probably correſpond to the Size of the Banks 
they ſpawn upon. It is upon this general Plan, that 
the Dutch have form'd ſo wonderful and beneficial 
a Fiſhery ; whereby they have a Magazine ſufficient 
to ſupply all Europe. hey don't, as we do, fit 
lazily down, and wait their coming to their Doors; 
by which Time they are generally ſpent, and too 
late for the Market, and the Shole ſo fubdivided that 
ie is difficult to find them, for our Fiſhers ſeldom go 
in queſt of them, until they hear they are arrived 
at ſome Bay or Creek; and often by the time the 
Boats get to it, they have left that Place and are 
gone forward on their Courſe: for this Reaſon our 
Boats ſeldom find the Shole, and being ſmall, dare not 
venture into the Channel after them, but wait until 
they are again got into ſome other Bay, by which 
Time the Seaſon is loſt; and if at any Time they 
are ſo lucky as to fall in with them, they have nei- 
ther Salt nor Cask ſufficient to cure and pack them. 
Tur Datch, on the contrary having fitted our 
large Buſſes, from about 40 to 70 Tuns Burthen, 
kc to traverſe the Seas, well mann'd with at leaſt 
29 
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20 Hands, provided with Salt and Cask ſufficient 

for a Cargo, and having Ships daily arriving wich 

more to carry off and re- pack their Herrings, loſe 

no time in ſending them early to Market. They aſ- 

ſemble 1000, or ſometimes near 2000 Buſſes, under 

the Conduct of an Admiral-Fiſher, who from long 

Experience knows the Way the Fiſh take according 

as the Winds and other Accidents influence them: 

And on the the 24th of June N. S. from Braſſa- 

ſound in Shetland, diſperſe their Fleet, like a Pack 

of Hounds in queſt of a Hare, over the Face of the 

Deep ; and by that Means quickly fall in with the 

Shole, which they ſeldom or never forſake; but 

ſhooting their Nets at different Depths and upon 

different Points, according to his Directions, which 

are guided by the Winds and Currents, ſeldom fail 

of making thrice their Loading of Fiſh in a Seaſon. 

This is the Reaſon of the immenſe Benefit they 

make by their 3 Fiſhery. They are always 

employ'd for at leaſt four Months in the Year; take 

reat Numbers in the prime Seaſon; cure them care- 

fully and effectually; and are the firſt at the Market. 

They begin on St. John's Day; and from that time 

g to St. James's, they fiſh from Faro and Shetland to 

1 Buchaneſs in Scotland; from that time to the 14th 

; of September, they fiſh from thence towards the Deep= 

: water and Dozgerbank; from that time to St. Kathe- 

: rines in November, in Deepwater towards Loeft nar to 
Jarmuda. | 

1 S1NcE I have engag'd in this Account of the 

h Dutch Fiſhery ; I ſhall, from ſome Writers of the 

beſt Credit in the laſt Century, take Notice of the 

4 Quantity of Herrings faid to be vended by the Dutch 

in their time, and the Number of Ships, ſmaller 

Veſſels, and Men employ'd in their ſeveral Fiſheries ; 

which, if the Accounts were juſtly taken, were ſur- 

prizingly great. This makes me imagine, that the 

Eugliſb Writers took their Numbers from the Ac- 
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counts of ſuch Perſons as were willing to induce the 
Crown to regain the Fiſheries from the Dutch. I 
very much doubt, if the Quantity of Fiſh, or Num- 
ber of Ships employ'd, at this Time, be near ſo great; 
tho' I believe, even now, near 1000 Buſſes are em- 

loyd. . 
K T was in the 14th Century, William Backelow 
firſt found out the Way of curing Herring with Salt; 
ſince which Time they have been a very conſidera- 
ble Trade. Sir William Monſon in his naval Tracts 
ſays, in his Time (before 1630) the Duteb vended in 
Coningsberg, Melvin, Stetin and Dantzick, from 30 
to 40000 Laſt of Herrings, each Laſt being 12 Bar- 
rels; which, at 16 J. per Laſt, amounted in Value to, 
Nom od © 201 apr ey J. 640000 

hey vended to Rafa 1500 Laſt, at? 
187 per Laſt, 5 8 : [ Ow 
At Stage, Bremen, Hamburgb, _— 


Embden, 6000 Laſt, Value 100000 
In other Parts of the Sound, the * 
tick and Norway, 10000 Laſt, is 


In the Rhine and Maez 22000 Laſt, about 440000 
In the Spaniſh Netherlands from 8 to 
9000 Laſt, about | 8 


At Roan 500 Laſt, Value I0000 


160000. 


Which, beſides what was conſum'd in 2 - 


Holland, in all amounted to J. 1537000 
89000 Laſt, Value N 
They carried alſo at that Time our 
red Herrings, Cod, and Pilchards c 1.6 
to the Streights; and returnedg * 


for them, Value 


So far Sir William Monſon. 


ohn de Wit, in his Memoirs, written after the 
Middle of the laſt Century, fays, the Dutch em- 


ploy'd 
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ploy'd then 1000 Buſſes and 170 ſmaller Veſſels, 
which fiſh'd for Herrings near the Texel. That theſe 
Buſſes, being equipp'd for three Voyages, coſt above 
10 Millions of Livres or 10000 Livres each, all Ap- 
Durtenances included; which taking 40000 Tun of 
Fith, brought 8 Million of Livres every Year to 
Holland. This being their own Account, may be 
ſuppos'd to be much within the Truth; left too 


_ a Profit might have encourag'd Foreigners to 
ave undertaken 1t. 


Emanuel de Metern ſays that, in 1610, there 
went out in three Days goo Sail from Holland to- 
wards the Eat, and 1500 Buſles for the Herring 
Fiſhery. : 

Gerald Maliues and Sir Walter Rawleigh, ſay, the 
Dutch vended annually zooooo Tuns of Herring 
and other ſalted Fiſh, and at the ſame Time em- 
ploy'd 12000 Men in the Northery and Whale Fiſh- 
ery. After Sir Walter Rawleigh's Enquiry by King 
Fames's Order in 1610; he ſays, they fiſh'd then 
in the Engliſh. Seas with 3ooo Veſſels and 50000 
Men: That there were gooo other Veſſels and Boats 
going and coming with Proviſions, Salt, Cask, Sc, 


going to the Market with the Fiſh, and making Re- 


turns: He computed 20 Buſſes employ'd 8000 Men, 
and that the Dutch had 20000 Veſſels of all Sorts 
then at Sea. Upon the whole, he computed the 
Number of Ships and other Veſſels employ'd by the 
Dutch in their Fiſheries in the Britiſh Seas, were a= 
bout too, and near 200000 Men employ'd in them: 
The Number is ſo great, as ſcarce to be believ- 
ed 


Sir William Monſon computes, that a Buſs gene- 


rally makes 3 Returns or about 100 Laſt of Her- 


rings in a Seaſon; which, at 101. per Laſt .comes to 
1000 J. bs 


A 
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A Buſs of 70 Tun computed then at - - - J. 500 


100 Laſt of Cask, at 18 f. per Laſt, 90 
30 Weigh of Salt, at 40 Buſhels each, 


at 3: 10: 0, 
Beer for the Men, at a Gallon per Day, 16 
Bread, "of 16 
Butter, Cheeſe, and Billets for Firing, 20 

. Wages for 4 Months, 88 
Total 835 


So that they gain'd, by his Computation, in 4 


Months, a Buſs Value 500 J. and 165 J. in Specie. 
He allows a Buſhel of Salt to a Barrel of Fiſh, and 
a Mixture of White and Bay Salt to be better than 
white alone. | 

Is it not from hence highly rational to conclude, 
that if the ſame Care, Diligence, and Regulations 
were obſerved by us, a very beneficial Trade might 
be made by following the Herring Fiſhery ? But 
ſince I propoſe to ſhew that we may ſtill exceed the 
Profit the Datch make by their Buſſes, which they 
employ in the Herring Fiſhery alone, by employ- 
ing them in fiſhing for white Fiſh, Cod, Ling, Gc 
as well as in the 8 Fiſhery ; I ſhall firſt take 
Notice of the Time and Places proper to meet with 
the white Fiſh in Quantities ſufficient to encourage 
us to join both Fiſheries. | | 

O the E2ft Coaſt of Britain, the Dutch, it is 
faid, have had yoo Pinks and Well-Boats at ono time 
fiſhing for Cod and Ling, from 60 to 100 Tun Bur- 
then. When they light upon thoſe that follow The 
Herring, they have been known to take them as faſt 
as they could hale them in. A Fleet of Colliers 
failing by Hamboroug h-Head, fell in once with a 
Shole of Herring follow'd 4 Cod ; one of which 
with Boat-Hooks and ſuch Fiſh- Tackle as they had 


on Board, took ſo many that they fold them, when 
| they 
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they got to London, for almoſt as much Money as 
they got for their Cargo of Coals. 

IN the 1r:/bþ Channel, in Clyde near Ailga, and in 
the Bays in the Weftern Iſles of Scotland, as alſo on 
the Banks which lie Veſtward of the Lewes Ifles to 
the North of Ireland, and ſo Weftward of  Killibegs, 
Sligo, and Galway are Cod, Ling and Hake in great 
Number, all good in their Seaſon ; which when well 
ſav'd, fell in foreign Markets at a very good Price. 
Hake, in Sir William Monſon's Time, was a very 
good Commodity in Biſcay; Buckorm or dry'dWhi- 
ting, in Britany; and Cod and Ling, every where. 
Hake is taken in the Deeps of St. George's Channel 
from Whit/ontide to St. 9 Day. Cod is good 
upon the Exgliſb Coaſt by Lancafter, even to Mid- 


ſummer ;, upon the North of Ireland, from December 


to March. Ling are good whenever they can be 
caught; that is, moſt Part of the Year. But the 


_ greateſt Quantity of the beſt Cod and Ling in Eu- 


rope, is among the Lewes and Weſtern Iſles of Scot- 
land, and upon the Banks to the VMeſtward of them; 
which extend to K:/libegs and Sligo in Ireland, and a 
great many Leagues to Sea Weftward. It was there 
the great Fiſhery was, which ſupply'd Europe be- 
fore the Diſcovery of Newfoundland. There the 
French and Biſcayners ſapply'd themſelves, and all 
= Southern and Weſtern Coaſts of Europe with Cod 
and Ling. | TE 
TH * E Banks, where the choiceſt and beſt Cod 
and Ling were caught in the greateſt Plenty from 
February to June, have not been fiſh'd upon for near 
200 Years. Sir William Monſon ſays, in his Time 
they had not been fiſh'd upon for about 80 Years. 
I take it to have been neglected, upon the Diſcove- 
ry of Newfoundland : eſpecially when the 1 
began to enquire into, and exert their Right in the 


Britiſh Seas. 
_ By 
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B y this Fiſhery an additional Advantage may 
accrue to us, which the Dutch have not. Our Buſ- 
ſes might be fitted out, in the beginning of Spring, 
with all Materials; Nets, Hooks and Lines of all 
Kinds, for white F iſh; and be employ'd from the 
middle of February to the middle of May; during 
which Time they may repair to the Lewes, and the 
Banks South-weftward of them, where with Long- 
Lines, Hand-Lines, &c, they may perhaps make 
twice their Loading in thoſe 3 Months; and they 
may. run to Lewes, 1//a, or Killibegs, in caſe ſtormy 


Weather beat them off the Banks, where they might 


alſo make an eaſy Purchaſe from the Natives o 
Iles, who take many good Fiſh in their Harbours ; 
the Natives of Lewes being expert Fiſhers ; for they 
were taught by the Dutch, when at Sternoway ; and 
would improve every Day, if we frequented their 
Coaſt, and they found a ready Demand for their Fiſh. 
Tux Profit made by this Cod-Fiſhery, before 
they begin to fiſh for Herrings, according to the Pri- 
ces and Wages in Sir William Monſon's Days, was by 
him ſtated thus. ; 
A Pink of 40 Tuns, with Lines, Nets, GSS. J. 260 
20 Laſt of Cask, at 185. per Laſt, J. 18. 


5 Weigh of Salt, 18 
Proviſions for 2 Months, 12 
Wages, 20 


3 


Total J. 328 
20 Laſt of barrell'd Cod, at 1.5. per Laſt J. 300: oo 
Deduct, to fit the Buſs for Sea again, 68: 10 


Remains 231: 10 
from which taking the Charges as above 68: 00 


Remains 163: 10 
Which 
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W nrcn-is ſo much paid, in the Prime Coſt of 
the Buſs, before ſhe begins the Herring-Fiſhery that 
Seaſon. If they ſalt them in bulk, without Barrell- 
ing them, the Profit and Quantity will be ftill 
greater. This is upon ſuppoſition, they come off 
when ever Loaded, without waiting the whole Seaſon. 
Ax the time the Cod-Fiſhery is over, the Nets and 
all Materials for the Herring-Fiſhery may be ready; 
and by the middle of June, they may repair to the 
Rendezvous at Shetland, and fall in with the Shole, 
as. the Dutch do; and accompany the Weſtern di- 
iſion, down the Veit fide of Scotland, before they 
begin to ſubdivide in our Channel; by which means 
they may be caught in great Numbers, in their Prime 
Seaſon, and be ſent over early to Market. This 
ſeems to me to be a much more rational way of 
fiſhing for them, to make Profit both to the Fiſh- 
ers and Merchants, than to wait for them until they 
come to our- Harbours, when they are ſubdivided: 
For beſides the advantage of having them in large 


Quantitys, early for the Market, and in Prime Seaſon, 


the Merchants would then-know with certainty 
where they could have a Cargo of Fiſh, would lay 
up Stores of Cask and Salt in proper places, and 
Freight would then be eaſier by having Ships con- 
ſtantly employ'd. We ſhould alſo have a greater 


- conveniency of irs and at leſs expence than the 


Dutch : For the half of our Fiſhery might be carry'd 
on by Wherrys and ſmall Boats; and the Highlanders 
of the Weſtern Illes, who live as hardily and poorly . 
as the Dutch, would be entertain'd at low Wages. 

Tu Fiſhers employ'd aboard the Buſſes, in a 
few Years, would $54 out how long the Fiſh ſtay at 
each place on their paſſage, and how different Winds, 
Storms and Fiſh of prey occaſion them to alter their 
Courſe ; whether in Storms they retreat to the 
Deeps, or endeavour to gain the Weather Shore, ac- 
cording to different Winds and the ſtrength of them; 
at what proper depths to ſhoot their Nets, whether 

e near 
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near the Bottom or ſurface of the Sea. They would 
conſequently know, what Quantity of Salt and Cask 
would be ſufficient to be lett in the ſeveral conveni- 
ent Harbours neareſt our Fiſhery, and at what time 
to lay them in. Then the Wherrys and ſmall Boats, 
that would follow our Buſſes to the Lewes Iſles, 
would, as our Buſſes found out and follow'd the 
Shole, accompany them: And as the Buſſes fiſh'd 
in the deep Water aff the Iſles; the other Boats 
would take all the Crecks and Inlets, into which the 
Shole went as they coaſted along, and thus they 
might follow them into the Irie Channel, as long 
as 0 Fiſh were in Scaſon and worth the taking. 

y this means, ofir Fiſhers Would be employ'd 
in the beſt Seaſon; and not wait and Jodee for 
them in our Harbours, as they now do, until the 
Fiſh in a manner leap into their Nets. They are 
at preſent Idle, the beſt part of the fiſhing Seaſon; for 
as J obſerv'd, when the Fiſhers hear that the Herrings 
are in any Harbour, the. Fiſh often have left it again 
before the Boats arrive from other places, and then 
they are at a lols, until they hear they are got into 
another Bay or Creck. This is what diſcourages the 
Poor Induſtrious Fiſhers, by loſing and miſſpending 
their time, and prevents others from undertaking it. 

T nz benefit arifing from ſuch a Fiſhery as I here 
propoſe, in our Trade to Norway and the Baltick, is 
1o obvious, that I need ſcarce mention it. We 
would not then be oblig'd to ſend ready 8 
Timber or Naval Stores, nor have the Danes i 
ou them to us. Our Fright and Benefit out and 

ome, by ſupplying them with Fiſh, would make 
Sailing ſo cheap, we would carry all in Britiſh and 
Triſh Bottoms. We could for the ſame reaſòn be the 
Granary and Magazine of Europe, as the Dutch now 
are: For it is by their Fiſh, they buy up Grain and 
Naval Stores in Riga, Coningsberg, Dantgick and o- 
ther places within the Sound; and by having a full 
| | Freight 
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Freight out and home, they arc able to underſell all 
others who deal in thoſe Commodities. We ſhould 
ſoon then be gainers by the carrying Trade. This 
would alſo give full Employment to our Poor, and 
add val to our Numbers; who would conſequently 
take off dur Proviſions, and give further Employment 


to our Farmers in Tillage and other Improvements 


at home. The advantages are ſo many, it would be 
tedious ſetting them out in their full Light. 

I will not propoſe a method here of packing and 
curing of F ih; being a .ſtranger to the beſt way 


of preparing them for the Market, I believe there 


are many, both in Britain and Irelaud, who under- 
ſtand it; if not, they may be eaſily inform'd in Hol- 
land, 1 will only obſerve, that one reaſon why 
Dutch Herring excell ours, is from their being in a 
manner kill'd with Salt as ſoon as caught; they bein 
5 as they are taken from the Net, and laid in 
alt immediately without drying or being bruis'd. 

I am convinced, that without ſome National In- 
couragement, at firſt it would be attended with loſs, 
thro' the want of Experience in thoſe who would 
undertake it. For which reaſon I would think it 
highly prudent, to give ſuch Incouragement to any 
Perſons who would undertake it, as I am inform'd 
was lately given in Scotland, by the Board for the 
Improvement of their Manufactures and Fiſhery ; vis. 
a Premium to any who would fit out Buſſes to at- 
tempt it, and Employ them in it during the Fiſhing 
Seaſon ; ſuppoſe 2 or 300 J. for each Buſs. The 
Funds we had lately appropriated to our inland 

rovements, may convince us, that'his Majeſty 
would readily allow us to tax our Luxury, Dreſs 
and Equipage, and to appropriate it to our Fiſh- 
eries and other Improveinents; ſince it would re- 
dound ſo much to the joynt Benefit of Britain and 


Treland, by inereaſing our Numbers and Wealth. 
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Bor ſhould ſuch a Tax be found inconvenient, 
which I dont think at all probable, it would be a 
generous undertaking in the Wealthy uu of the 
Community, to apply a ſmall part of their Income 
by a voluntary Subſcription, tor ſome YearsFÞo open 
the way tor 12 Beneficial a Trade by joyning, either 
in fitting out a few Buſſes and running the Riſque 
which may attend ſuch à Project until the method of 
Fiſhing is better known, or in giving it away in 
Premiums to thoſe who would run the Riſque. 
This would be much better than throwing jt away 
in Luxury and Extravagance; and thus from a ſmall 
beginning, we might enlarge our Fiſhery ſo as to be 
of the greateſt Account and Benefit to the Kingdom. 
Bur, if this Fiſhery be follow'd to purpoſe, it 

ought to be carry'd on by a e Company, 
into which any Perſons might have Liberty to Sub- 
ſeribe any Sum they pleas'd, upon their ſubmitting 

it td the Management of Dizedors or Truſtecs, to 


j be choſen by themſelves, for the Management of the 
Fiſhery. N 8 
- Tris Board or Truſt, according to the Stock or 


| 1} bo Fund depoſited, would regulate the Number ef Buſ- 


ſes proper to be employ'd, the Quantity of Cask and 
Salt to be provided, as the Fiſhery increas'd ; and 
how much ot it ſhould be lodg'd in the ſeveral ſtati- 
ons and proper Harbours where the Fiſh uſually 
reſort. They ought alſo to have a Power to Regu- 
late the Wherrys and Boats that attend the Bulfes, 
by obliging them to ſhoot their Nets in proper 
places, Crecks and Inlets, according to the Inſtructi- 
ons and directions of the moſt expert Fiſhers in the 


Fleet, in order to their getting as many Fiſh as 


poſſible; which would enlarge the Quantity of Fiſn 


taken, and the Boats would have a certain and ſpeedy 


Vent for their Fiſh. The company might, after 


faving and repacking their Fiſh, either ſend them to 
Market by freighting of Ships; or otherwiſe Mer- 
chants, 
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chants, by correſponding with -them, would know 
what Number of Ships ro ſend to each Port to carry 
away the Fiſh, when cyr'd, to the ſeveral Countries 
where there was a demand for them, without loſing 
the Seaſon or miſſing their Freight. ? 

Ix hiring and agrecing with the Fiſhers in the 
Buſſes, it may be contriv'd ſo as to make it their 
Intereſt ro be diligent, by agreeing with them, ac» 
cording to the Number of Fiſh they take, at ſo 
much per Laſt to each; or by giving them ſo much: 
certain Wages, which ſhould be moderate, and by 
giving among them a Premium upon every Laſt they 
took above a reaſonable Quantity, which they ſhould 
agree upon before they went to Sea. This would 
make them ſharp and diligent to obſerve the Motions 
and Turns the Fiſh took in their Courſe, and the 
reaſons of them, from Winds, Currents, Fiſh of pre 
and other accidents: By which means they would 
ſoon become expert Fiſhers and take great Quan- 

tities. | 

I am inform'd there is a Bank Southward from 
Waterford, of a conſiderable Length, upon which the 
French fiſh moſt part of the Summer, and take great 
Quantities of Cod and Ling, but greater of Mackar- 
el; which they cure and vend in France. The 
fiſh there with Hand-lines, Long-lines, Trawls and 
other Nets, to conſiderable advantage. Since Mack. 
arel may be-cur'd and preferv'd for Sale; how do 
we know but a method may be found of ſaving flat 
Fiſh, to advantage, either by drying or ſalting: And 
ſo Holliburt, Turbet, Sole, Sc. may become a ven- 
dible commodity abroad. For which reaſon I think 
Butles ſhould be provided with every Machine fit 
for taking of Fiſh; with Baits, both Natural and 
Artificial, for all kinds gf Fiſh ; even Harpoons and 
Lines for taking of Wiles, when thEy meet with 
them: That all improvements poſſible, in taking, 
ſaving and making profit upon all kinds of Fiſh, _ 
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be attempted and brought to perfection. They 
ought alſo to have deep Sea Lines, to find out new 
Banks and places of reſort for Fiſh not yet diſco- 
ver'd; and, by that means, they might be better ac- 
quainted with the Soundings ; which- would be of 
uſe in Navigation. 

As for Pilchards, the fiſhing for them in this 
Kingdom has not been attempred ſince the laſt Re- 
duction of Ireland; tho', before that time, 700 Tun 
have been taken and vended in a Seaſon. It is 
alledg'd, how true I won't ſay, that they were diſ- 
guſted, upon an Engagement in Bantry Bay, at the 
time of our laſt Reduction: Bur I ſhould rather at- 
tribute it to the Confuſion of thoſe times, which pre- 
vented the Fiſhers from following it, and afterwards, 
it is probable, they found it an eaſier way of living, 
to farm the Waſte Lands at a low Rent. 

Tus method us'd in that Fiſhery is, to have 
Sights-men placed on the Headlands and Hills nexr 
the Sea, to direct the Fiſhers by ſigus where they 
fee the Sholes of Pilchards ; who by that means fall 
in among them and catch great Numbers of them. I 
am inform'd it is no difficult matter to be a good 
| „ Arte for the Fiſh are cafily diſtinguiſh'd by 


a ſudden reflection of Light from them as they move 


or alter their Courſe in the Sea : If fo, I think, they 


might caſily renew that Fiſhery without ſending to 
England tor Sights-men; and recover a Fiſhery which 
has been, and may again be, of conſiderable ad van- 
cage to us. 

T upon ſuch a tryal there were none found, 
which I can't caſily imagine, I ſhould then conclude, 


that, upon abandoning their place of ſpawning, the 


Herrings or other Fiſh finding the Banks and Shall- 
ows untrequented, had taken them up for to ſpawn 


upon, and afterwards the Bfghards could not regain 
their poſſeſſion. For I oi" to believe, as the 


Herrings retire North-weſtwardly, ſo the Pilchards 
| retire 
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retire Weſterly to che Deeps of the Ocean near to the 


ris always keep the Severn fide of thoſe Shires. 
derable advantage. The Train Oyl and Whale-bone 


ſumption; and the Spermaceti and Ambergris in 


not equally valuable, conſidering the hazard in tak- 


| Porpoiſes which are in great plenty in all the North- 


- 


. frequents thoſe places moſt where the prone] ry 


Summer, to the North-Eaftward.) 


upon the Coaſt of Greenland, Spit xberg and Davys 
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Bay of Biſcay, to be ncar at hand in their Seaſon to 
return to the Britiſh Channel; where they ſpawn, 
and ſo keep their Poſſeſſion: Otherwiſe, 7. can't ac- 
count for the regularity of the Pilchard's keeping the 
South Coaſt of Devonſhire and Cornwal, when 8 


AE next and laſt Branch I A rags: no- 
tice of, is the Northern and Whale-Fiſhery; Which, 
as our Numbers increaſe, may be tollow'd to conſi- 


in the cofnmon Whale is of general uſe and Con- 


the Spermaceti Whales, are alſo of great value: So 
are alſo the Oyl and Skins of the Morſes or Sea Hor- 
ſes and their Teeth; the Horn of the Sea Unicorn; 
and the Skins and Oyl of Seals, of which there are 
great Numbers. Beſides theſe, there are others tho”. 


ing them, as the Scrag-W hale, the Bunch or Hump- 
back-Whale, and the Fin-fiſh; as alſo Grampuſes and 


ern and colder Seas, but cſpecially, along the Ice 
upon the Coaſt of Greenland, Spitzberg, Davys Streights, 
and ſo downwards as far as the Coaſts of New-Eng- 
land and even to, Bermudas Each of which kinds 


of food is to be had and ſafety from the. purſuit of 
their Enemies. 'The Whale kind go to the Southern 
Neeps, where they lie Warm, in the Winter; and 
ſo xeturn to the Ice in the Summer, according to the 
obſervations of the Fiſhers in New-Engiand (their 
Heads being all rurn'd, at the latter cnd of the Year, 
to the South-weſtward ; and in the beginning of the 


THe common Whale feeds moſtly upon Water 
Inſects, a kind of Sea Snail, which are in Swarms 


Streights, 
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| Streights, near the Ice, where the Sea is from 80 to 
120 fathom . The Spermaceti Whales feed 
| upon the fry of Fiſh, Herrings, Sand-Eels, Needle- 
| - Fiſh &c And are found in great Numbers upon 
| the Coaſt of Næu-Englaud and Banks to the Eaftward 
of it, and alſo _— the Hebrides or Weſtern Iſles 4 

of S:otland where Herring and their Fry reſort. 

A great many Ships are annually employ'd in 
the Whale 1 along the Coaſt of Greenlaud, at 
Spitzberg and in Datys Streigbts. The Dutch, at a 

Medium of 46 Years, have employ'd annually 1495 
Sail; as I have taken it from Mr. Elxiu's View of 
the Greenland Trade, laid before the Court of Di- 
rectors of the South-Sea Company; the Hamburg bers 
Fo; Bremen about 20; the French, Spaniards. and 

Berghen in Norway, about 20; and the South-Sea 
Company, of late, 22: So that the Greenland Fiſh- - 
ery employs annually above 260 Sail of Ships, from 
150 to 500 Tuns Burthen ; which, ſuppoſing them 
one with another 300 Tuns and 43 Men, which is 
the Compliment of Ships gf that Burthen, ha- 

* ving 6 Chaloups; and ſuppoſing only 250 Ships 
f annually employ'd; there is 75000 Tun of Shipping 
1 employ'd in the Northern Whale Fiſhery, and in 
1 them 10750 able Seamen, and yet full employment 
for them all, and a ſufficient Vent in Europe for a 
greater Quantity than is taken. The value of the 
{1 yl and Fins of the Fiſh taken, at a Medium of 46 
\Þ Years, by each Ship, is above 1600 J. that is 400000 7. * 
among the whole Number, as I ſhall ſhew from Mr. 
Elkins ; ſuppoſing that all far'd as well as the Dutch . 
have done, who in 46 Years employ'd 6884 Stfips, T 
and in that time took 32908: Whales, which was I 
to each Ship, one with another, 4. 78 Whales; the” [ 
whole Number afforded 1250714 Puncheons of Blub- t 
ber; which was, at a Medium, 38 to each Whale: 
They took in that time alſo at Icaſt 40 Millions t 
weight — Whale Fins, which at a Medium would a 
be / 
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be 12151 Pounds to each Whale, which is but a 
moderate allowance; ſince a Whale, which yields 
50 Puncheons of Blubber, will hold about 17 or 1800 
weight of Fins. 7-3 | 


nus, at a Medium, each Ship getting 4. 78 | 


Whales, and from them 181 Puncheons of Blubber 
(which is computed to loſe + when made into Oyl) 
at 4 Puncheons to. the 'Tun, each Ship would make 
36; Tun of Near fine Oyl, which, at 18 J. per Fun, 
would amount to 6547. to each and 5810 ſuttle Pounds 
of Whale-bone, or 51 C. 39r. 3Lb.at 112 to the hun- 
dred, which, at 400 J. per Tun would be 1035 . So 
that one with another, every Ship gain'd in Oyl and 
Fins 16897. If we allow 689 7. to be ſtruck off for 
the Ware and Tare of the Ship, Wages, Proviſions, 
and boyling of the Blubber He; then the Under» 


takers would make 1000 JL neat profit upon each 


Ship; by which the Dutch are computed in thoſe 
46 Years to make at leaſt 14 Millions ſterling; and 
the other Nations that follow'd the Fiſhery, in pro- 


portion. Beſides theſe, there are many employ d in 


America, to the Eaftward of New-England and News 


Dor, where a great many of the Spermaceti Whales 


are kill'd, as well as of the common Whale; by 
which the Fiſhers there make conſiderable profit. 
Thus we ſce, tho? this is a dangerous and bold Na- 
vigation, what'a great advantage has been made of 


18. by | Fe 6b # » | 
Ir may ſerve as a Foundation for further obſer- 


vations, to the improvement of the Fiſhery, to infert 
here the beſt account yet extant of the Natural 
Hiſtory of Whales, for the greateſt part taken from 
what Mr. Dudley of New=England has tranſmitted 
to the Royal ſociety. | * [$5.28 


Tux common Greenlaud Whale, out of which 
the Train Oyl and true Whale-bone is gat, is of a 
dark marbled colour inclining to blaek, many of 
them quite black, without Scales, having a ſoft fine 
| „ ER. 
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ſmooth Skin; with only two Fins, one on each fide, 
from 5 to 8 foot long, which they are not obſerv'd 


» to uſc but in turning or ſtopping, unleſs when young 


when they are carry'd by their Dam's upon the 
Fluke of their Tails, which lie Horizontal, and are 
from 3 to 4 fathoms broad; at which time, the 


young Whale claſps its Fins round the ſmall of the 


am's Tail, to prevent it's falling off) . Theſe 
Whales, when at full growth, are from 60 to yo foot 
long; they have a bunch, but no Fin, on their back; 
on each fide of which is a ſpout hole, by which they 
throw out the Water which they receive in their 
Mouths either when they feed or play, and it ſeems 
to be of the ſame uſe to them as the Gills are to o- 
ther Fiſh ; where the Circulation. of the blood is 
aſſiſted by the Water and Air, which they receive in 
at their Mouths and emit at their Gills, which by 
reaſon of their floridneſs we may apprehend to be 
of the ſame Nature with our Lungs, The young 
Whale, when firſt brought forth, is about 20 foot 
long and worth little; but then the Dam is very 
fat: At a Year old, they are call'd ſhort Heads, and 
will yield 50 Barrells of Oyl; then the Dam, by 
ſuckling it, is poor, and wont yield above 30 Barrels; 
At 2 Fears old, they are call'd Stunts; being ſtunted 
after weaning, and wont yield above 28 Barrels: 
After that, they are call'd {cull Fiſh ; their Age be- 
ing only gueſs'd at, by the length of the Bone in 
their obs, t | 

TRE bring forth but one at a time; and but 
once in two Years, as the Fiſhers pretend. When 
they take Bull, as the Fiſhers term it, the female 
ſinks her Tail and falls back, then the Bull glides 
over her and ſhe claſps him with her Fins. His 
Penis is 6 foot long, and y or 8 inches Diameter at 
the Root, falling away to a point: And the female 
has Pudenda form'd as in land Animals. She has two 
Teats, of 6 or 8 inches long and 10 or 12 e 
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which the ſuckles the young; at which time'ſhe 
falls upon her back on the top of the Water: She 
is very careful of her young; often riſing with it 
upon her Tail, to let it breath, when ſhe does not 
breath herſelf; and if it falls off at any time, ſhe 
wims under it and lets it again take hold. The 
Fiſhers are — cautious not to kill the Calf un- 
til they have diſpatch'd the Dam, but only to faſten 
it: For ſhe won't forſake it whilſt there is any Life 
in it; nor will ſhe ſtrike with her Tail, unleſs ſhe 
finds it is dead; and then ſhe grows unruly and fre- 
quently does miſcief. 1 
Tu common Whale has no Teeth; but the 


whole upper jaw and roof of the Mouth is all 
Whale- bone, lying in Ridges parrallel to each other, 


being about 500 in Number; from 6 to 18 foot long, 
according to the ſize of the Whale and place of the 
Mouth they ly in; all weighing together, from 12 
to 1800 weight. The Fat or Blubber is generally 


6 inches thick round his whole body; about his un- 


der Lip it is 2 or 3 foot thick; and his 2 Fins are 
alſo very Fat. A Whale generally yields from 40 - 
to 50 Puncheons of Blubber; rho* ſome will yield 


from 80 to 100: And from New-England they ſay, 


ſome have yielded 130 Barrels of Oyl; of yhich 
near 20 Barrels was out of the Tongue. 


Tus Finback Whale is diſtinguiſh'd- from the 


true Whale, by having a Fin, from 24 foot to 4 foot 
long, _ his back. This Fiſh is more dangeraus, 


when ſtruck; and ſwims faſter ; yields little Oyl, 
and the Bone is ſhort and knobby: So they don't 


often attempt to take him. 


T xx ſcrag Whale is near the kind of the Fin back: 
But inſtead of a Fin in the after part of the back, 
he has half a dozen knobbs like knuckles. He is 
neareſt the right Whale, for Quantity of Oyl. His 
Bone is white and won't ſplit. | 
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Dur Bunchor Hump-back Whale is diſtinguiſh'd 


from the true one, by having a Bunch like a plu 
where the Fin is on the Fin-back Whale, He 
yields but little Oyl: And the Bone is worth but 
little, tho! ſome what better than the Fin- back. 
Tu Cachelot or Spermaceti Whales are grey, 
having a bunch on their back, and no Fin. They 
ure much of the ſame dimenſions with the true Whale. 
The Hcad is large and has no Whale-bone in the 
Mouth, but white Ivory Tecth in each jaw 5 or 6 
inches long, they being Fiſh of prey. One was 
caught in 1721; and before he was kill'd, he threw- 
a Shark 12 foot long out of his Mouth, which it was 
fappos'd/he had taken and had not ſwallow'd when 
he was ſtruck. The ſpout holes of this Whale are 
near the Noſe. It does not: ſtrike with the Tail, 
hen wouhded;; but turns and fights with it's Mouth. 
The Train Oyl made of the Blubber is clearer and 
ſweeter than that of the common Whale: And a 
-Fiſh yields from 20 to 50 Barrels. The true Sper- 
maceti Oyl lies in a great Trunk, about or 5; foot 
deep and 10 or 12 long, near the whole length, 
breadth and depth of the head; ſupposꝰd to be the 
Brain, being lodg'd in ſeveral Membranous Cells, 
not coverd with a Bone, but with a Cartilaginous 
ſubſtance below the Skin, through which they make 
a hole and lade out the dear O J. The head and 
other Glandulous parts will alſo afford Oyl; but 
nothing ſo good as that lodg'd in the trunk, which 
alone yields from 10 to 20 Barrels. The Ambergris 


of Balls of various ſizes, from about 3 to 12 inches 

Diameter, and from 14 to 22 Pounds weight, lying 
looſe in a large Ovał Bladder 3 or 4 foot long and 
2 or 3'deep and wide, like an Ox's Bladder bur 
more acute, having a Duct which enters into and 
runs along the Penis, and at the other end another 
- Which comes from the kidneys. This bag or Blad- 
„ | der 


is only found in the Spermaceti Whale; and conſiſts 
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«der is almoſt full of a deep Orange-colour'd Liquor, 
not quite ſo thick as rhe Oyl; of the ſame ſcent ih 
the Balls of Ambergris, which float in it, but rather 
ſtronger. The inſide of the Bladder is deeply tingU 
with the ſame colour; and alſo the Canal along the 
Penis. The Balls are made like an Onion, with one 
Coat upon another; and ſome of the outer Coats are 


frequently found, upon opening the Bag, as it were 
broke off from the inner part of the Ball, lying 


floating in the Liquor. Theſe Balls are only 'fourt 
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June, and of the Spermaceti Whale, from the be- 


in old Whales, that are well grown, and as yet only 
in the Males: Becauſe the Females are ſo by, that 
the Relator ſays, he never ſaw nor heard of any that 
had been kill d. 12 | 

Tu way they take out the Ambergris, is by 
fixing a Tackle to the Penis, and then cutting athole 
round the Root of it through the Rim of the Belly 
until they come at the Bladder: They then tie up 
the further Duct, leading to the kidneys, pretty near 
the Bladder; and then cut it off: Upon which they 
draw out the Penis; and the Bladder, in which are 


© *% 


the Balls, comes along with it out of the Body. 


The time of taking the common Whale near New- 
England, is from the beginning of May to the end of 


ginning of Juue to the end of Auguſt. $1 
TRE Morſes or Sea Horſes are as big as Oxen : 
Their Teeth are two foot long and as valuable 
as Ivory, 5 of their Bellys will give an Hogſhead bf 
Oil. Elkins ſays, a large one will yield a Puncheen 


of Blubber. Their Hides dreſs'd are twice as thick 


as Ox Hides, and are a good defence againſt Darts 


or Arrows. One Ship kill'd goo of them; out of 
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which was got 31 Tuns of Oil, and 2 Hogſheads of 
Teeth. | 


Tus Seals are from 5 to 8 Foot long. The fat 
of 12 of them, and ſo to 20 according to their bi 


neſs, will fill a Puncheon. Their Skins are valuable: 


De 


And 


5 
And a ftroke of a ſtaff upon their Noſe, will make 
them fall. E e 
T xx Sea Unicorn is a Beautifull ſpotted Creature; 
having a Horn growing ſtreight out of his upper 
jaw, from 3 to 12 foot long, as valuable as Ivory. 
A large one will yield about 2 Barrels of Blubber; 
the Train Oil of which, is whiter than that of the 
- Whale. | 
Tuxxx are alſo many white Bears found upon 
the Iſlands of Ice, as large as a Cow: Which are 
either kill'd with Lances or Muskets. Their Skins 
are valuable; and their Fat yields Oil, but in ſmall 
Quantity. 5 ; | 
Tux Ships generally employ'd in this Fiſhery, 
are from 200 to 50 Tun; and accordingly have 3, 
45 5, 6 or 7 Chaloups. The Compliment of a Ship 
of zoo Tun and 6 Chaloups, are theſe. 


1 Captain or Maſter, | 3% 

1 Chief Harponier, who commands the 
whole Fiſhery, | 

F other Harponiers, 

6 Steers-Men, 

-6 Line-givers, 

1 Surgeon, 

1 Boatſwain, 

5 Carpenter, 

2 Coopers, 

16 Sailors, 

2 or 3 Boys, 

42 or 43 in all. 


Pux Voyage to Greenland, from London, is gene- 

rally perform'd in 4 or 5 Weeks: And conſequently 
in leſs, from Irelaud. The Fiſhery begins in the 
Month of May, as ſoon as they dare enter the Ice; 
and continues till the middle of Auguſt. The Whales 
us d ro be found near Fobn Mayens Iſland and old 
2 : Greenland 


D SR AMER ein nh ay = + eo me As 


2 hw” 


7 


2 


K 

Greenland early in the Summer; and as it advanced 
they went towards Spitzberg, where they were found 
ingreat Numbers: But of late, they keep more among 
the Ice; and don't frequent Spitzberg ſo much as 
formerly ; where one . has been known to take 
from 2 to 8 or 10 Whales in a Seaſon. As they 
now generally carry on the — among the Ice 
upon the Eaſt Coaſt of Greenland, from 70 to 80 de- 
grees Lat; when ever the 1 the Ice, 
they divide their Crew into 3 Watches of 8 Hours 
— there being no Night, and fit out all their Cha- 
loups with 6 Men Ech, vis a Harponier, a Line- 
giver, a Steers-Man and 3 others. The Ship's ſtore 
or the Fiſhery ſhould at leaſt conſiſt of 60 ) 

6 Sca-horſes Lances, 40 Har 10 long Har- 
poons with which they ſtrike Whales under Water, 
6 ſmall Sea-horſe Harpoons, and 30 Lines (the 
length of each, from 125 to 133 Fathom). When 
they go a hunting, they take in each Boat 2 or 3 


Harpoons, 6 Lances, 3 Sea-horſe Lances, and or | 


6 Lines. They ought alſoto have a chopping Knife, 
Hatchet, Hammer and Drags for cutting up the 
Whale. All the Hands in the Boat row, ill they 
come near the Whale; having their Lines properly 
coll'd and faſten'd to each other, The Hagoaien 
endeavours to ſtrike as near the middle of his Body 
as poſſible: For his head is invulnerable ; and near 
the Tail- is dangerous: 'The Skin is alſo tougheſt 
there; and the Harpoon is not ſo apt to plow out 
and loſe its hold, as near the Tail: The skill of the 


Steers-Man is to keep the head of the Boat to the 


Whale, and to avoid rhe ſtroke of the Tail, The 


beſt time to ſtrike him, is when he ſpouts Water, 


which he does with great violence and noiſe. When 


he is ſtruck, he immediately plunges under Water 
with great ſwiftneſs, and carries the Line with him. 


'The other Boats muſt endeavour to Row up and 


fyrniſh more Lines: For they often run off many 


hundred 
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hundred fathom, before he riſes to take breath. If 

' he runs under the Ice, they muſt hale in as much 
of the Line as they can: And if the Harpoon don't 
eome out, at one or two pulls, they muſt cut it off 
and loſe it. When he rites; they Row up to him 
and ſtrike him again; at which time he will again 
Root away under Water, but will not carry above 1 
or 2 Lines until he again riſe to Breath. When he 
riſes che ſecond time; they cloſe in with him and 
attack him with their Lances, taking care to keep 
from his Tail. When the Lances enter his Body, 
he begins to ſpout blood; by which they know he 


is mortally wounded; and ſoon after he Expires. 


They then cut off the Fluke of his Tail, tie a Rope 
to the ſmaller part of it, and drag him in Triumph 
to the Ship. Then they cut of his Blubber in large 
pieces; which afterwards, on board, is cut ſo ſmall 
as to run into the Bungs of the Hogſhrads in the 
Hold, by a Sail Cloth Pipe. The Men who cut it 
have Ice Spurs faſten'd to their Shoes, to avoi 
{hpping off the Whale. So having turn'd the Whale, 
and cut off the Blubber from all ſides, as alſo the 
Whale-bone from the Mouth; they let it go for the 
vſe of the Fowl without heeding it any farther. I 
am furpriz'd, they don't _ the head : Perhaps 
ſomething might be found of uſe in it, as well as in 
the head of the Spefmaceti Whale; ſince the head 
15 almoſt as big as the Body and it may be ſuppos'd 


to have a large Brain, which would yield good Oil. 


When they have finiſh'd cutting up the Whale; they 
go a hunting for more, To make the Crew more 
alert their Wages ate generally paid in proportion 
to the Fiſh they Kill, giving them their ſeveral pro- 
Portions in every Pancheon of Blubber or Oyl; and 
if any Man diſeovers a dead Whale floating on the 


1 


Sea, he has + Guinea or Ducat given him as a Pre- 


mium; to make them look out ſharp. 
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the Employment of our Poor 


1 


Tus Commanders ought to be Men of Experi- 
ence, and ready acute Underſtandings, to know 


where to enter the Ice, and where they may rea- 


ſonably expect to meet with moſt Whales; how to 
avoid the Ice, and prevent themſelves from being 
inclos'd in it; and what Iſlands it is proper to fa- 
ſten their Ships to, upon Occaſion, by their Noſe- 


Hooks, and Hawſers, which are made on Purpoſe- 


for it: This they do by picking a Hole in the ſo- 


lid Ice, where they fix their Hooks, and anchor as 
zay. 


well as in a ſandy 


I xAve; thus endeavour'd to ſhew, that from 


the Fiſheries alone, we have a large Field open for 
not only by making 
them Fiſhers and Scamen, but by finding them Work 
at Home, in bubu the Hands employ'd in the 
Fiſherics, with the Materials of Hemp and Flax, 
and with Proviſions and other Things neceſſary for 


their Uſe. This I have done with as much Brevity 


as is conſiſtant with making the ſeveral Advantages 
appear in a clear Light; and ſhall now leave ic to 


the Conſideraion of, all that have the Intereſt of 
Britain and Ireland at Heart, whether we ought not, 


by proper Encouragements, to influence as many, 


as we can, . to undertake ſome of the Fiſheries, if 


not all of them. | 
| Wara r I think moſt material, which I have not 
yet touch'd upon, are the Difficulties we lie under 


in our Plantation Trade. That Part, which related 


to our not importing non-enumerated Goods from 
thence, the Britiſh Legiſlature have in their great 
Wiſdom taken away: in which they have done a par- 


ticular Favour to us, for which we ſhould be grate- 


ful. And as they will find that this Favour to us, 
will add to the Numbers, and give more Employ- 
ment to our Colonies, and conſequently increaſe the 
Power and Wealth of Briggin, by employing more 
Hands at Home in nn the growing Numbers 


du 
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in our Colonies with more ManufaQtureg, and other 
Neceſſaries which they will want from them: I am 
hopeful, thar finding themſelves Gainers by this 
kind Step they have taken towards us, they will find 
it their Intereſt to allow us to import even ſome of 
the enumerated Goods, 1 Sugars and Mo- 
laſſes, for which I will offer ſome Reaſons, and 
- conſider the remaining Difficulties upon our Planta- 
tion Trade. | KEE 


By the Acts of the 12th and 22d and 23d of King 


Charles the ad, all Plantation Goods there enume- 
rated, vis. Cotton-Wool, Fuſtick, or other Dying- 
Wood, Ginger, Indico's, Sugars, and Tobacco, to 
which Molafles, and Rice were afterwards added, 


| were to be brought to Britain only, or to ſome o- 


ther Britiſh Plantation: and Bond was to be given 
oy all Ships going to the Plantations, to bring their 


rgo only to Britain; the Word Ireland, by the 22d 


and 23d of Charles the ad, being to be left out of 
theſe Bonds. And tho”, by the Act of the 25th of 
Charles the ad, Plantation Goods might by ſhipp'd 
from one Plantation to another, upon Payment of a 
Duty there, and upon giving Bond 

the Plantation they were bound for; yet by the 
Conſtruction of the Exgliſb Commiſſioners of the Re- 


venue, Ireland, tho' the firſt and moſt antient Plan- 


tation and Colony of Britain, was not allow'd to be 
included in that Act, by ſaying it was only intended 
between Plantation and Plantation in America. By 
the 7th and 8th of King William the zd, the Plan- 


tation enumerated Goods could not be landed 


in Ireland, unleſs firſt enter'd and landed in Britain. 
This Difficulty, which our Plantation- Trade yet 
lies under, I am hopeful may be in Part removed by 
the Britiſh Legiſlature, upon laying it in a true and 
tull Light before them: Since I think it may be 
made fully appear, to bem great Prejudice to the 
Trade of Britain; and that it prevents the Increaſe 

| of 


to carry them to 


0 


tions we are laid under. 
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of our Colonies ; and, by making theſe Plantation 
Goods dearer to us by the Increaſe of Freight, it 
alſo prevents us from having Returns to give to Eng- 
land tor what Goods we would otherwiſe take from 
them, and obliges us to ſend our Money to foreign 
Nations for ſome of thoſe Goods — 

otherwiſe have from the Britiſh Plantations, 

I T is highly reaſonable, that Britain ſhould con- 
fine the Plantation-Trade to her felf, excluſive of 
Foreigners. The Protection ſhe has always afford- 
ed the Plantations, from their Infancy and firſt Set- 
tlement, gives her che juſteſt Claim to it; as well as 
their having been peopled from Britain. But how 
far that Reaſon will hold againſt us in Ireland, who 


are under the ſame D and who have al- 
A 


ways (to the utmoſt of our Abilities) aſſiſted Britain 
in her foreign Wars and pcopling her Colonies; and 
what bad Effect it —_ have, to inlarge the Bri- 
ti/b Foundation ſo far as to admit Ireland into this 
Trade, and ſtill keep the Reſtriction as to Foreign» 
ers; I can't eaſily find out: Since I dare now ven- 
ture to affirm, that Ireland is nearly in the Poſſeſſion 
of 8 of Britiſb Extraction; and moſt of 
theſe, Proteſtants. If we were admitted; all we 
could gain by it, would be for our Home Conſump- 
tion: For by limiting of the Drawbacks, our foreign 
Sale of Plantation enumerated Goods might be pre- 


_ vented. LI ſhall therefore beg leave to ſet the Plan- 
tation Trade, as it regards Ireland, in a ſomewhat 


clearer Light ; and ſee whether Britain would not 
be a much greater Gainer, by caſing us and opening 
that Trade to us, than they are now by the Reſtric- 

Txz Advantages, I conceive, that Britain aims 
at, arc; that the Colonies in America ſhall be kept 
in a neceſſary Dependance upon Britain; that they 


ſhall be ſupply'd with all Things they want from 


Britain; and that, by having the ſole Returns from 


we might 
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their Plantations, Britain might become the Maga- 
zine of all the Veſt-India Commodities now rais'd 
in the Britiſb Iſlands and Colonies on the Continent 
of America. Rar Þ 

I 8HALL beg Leave to conſider, how far theſe 
Ends are anſwer'd by the Difficulties we are under, 
at preſent, of entering and landing all Plantation 
enumerated Goods firſt in Britain. 1 

Ir is evident; that by eaſing our Trade and re- 
moving this Difficulty, as we are all under one Go- 
vernment, the Dependance of the Colonies upon Bri- 
tain is no more alter'd than at preſent by their mu- 
tual Trade with one another; and Irelaud, in that 
Reſpect, cannot be call'd foreign to Britain. 

Nox can the Difficulty, we lie under in our Plan- 
tation Trade, be an Increaſe to the Sale of the Britiſh 
Manufactures in their American Colonies; but the 
contrary : for every Thing that leſſens the Demand 
we have for their Produce, by making it dearer to 
us, is a ſtraitning of the Colonies and a Check to 
their Increaſe; for byhis Means, inſtead of trading 
with them, we go to foreign Kingdoms tor 
the ſame kind of Goods we could have from them, 
and ſupply them with the Money and Commodities 
we would otherwiſe give to the Colonies or to Eng- 
land, in return for the Goods we had from them. 
As for Inſtance ; if we had Rum and Sugars, at the 
cheapeſt Hand, from the Plantations; we ſhould be 
encourag'd to diſtil Spirits from Sugar ar Home, and 
to make Uſe of Rum inſtead of French Brandy, and 
alſo. to meliorate ſome of our Home- made Liquors, 
by which means we would leſſen our Demand for 
French Wine and Brandy. This would increaſe our 
Demand for Sugars and Rum; and the Colonies 
would reap great part of the Benefit, which France 
and the French Iſlands reap now by our Trade. 

We have had of late, at a Medium, annually up- 
wards of 14 5000“. Value from France in Wine, m 
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dy, and Sugar. Would it not then be a great Ad- 
vantage to Britain. and the Colonies, to have the 
reateſt part of that Sum given to the Britiſh Sugar 
ſlands for Rum and Sugars? for by that Means, 
.. the Planters would increaſe both in Numbers and 
Wealth, and take off an equal Value of Brizi/b Ma- 
nufactures: But at preſent, France and its Iſlands 
having the Benefit ot our Trade, Britain not only 
loſes the Sale of ſo many of her Goods and Manu- 
factures that would attend the Increaſe of her Colo- 
nies; but this Loſs is doubled by the Increaſe of the - 
French Colonies A ny, from our being oblig'd to 
give France our Money, and the French Sugar Iilands, 
Freien cheap: by which Means they are enabled 
to underſell our Planters; and will ſoon furniſh more 
of the Southern Parts of Europe with Sugars, than 
Britain can). By this Means Britain loſes the Benefit 
they aim ar, of being the Staple and Magazine for 
Meſl-Iudia Commodities. 

T xs French have our Iriſb Proviſions very cheap; 
becauſe we have no other Market ſufficient to take 
off the Quantity we export; and their Ships going 
light to America, can carry it there for a ſmall Freight. 
By this Means their Colonies increaſe, and take off 
many more of their Manufactures. This alſo diſ- 
ereſſes Britain in the Sale of her Woollens, by the 

Encouragement France gives to run the Wool to 
that Kingdom: Whereas Part of theſe Inconveni- 
ences would be remov'd, if the Difficulties upon our | 
Plantation Trade were taken off, particularly in | 
reſpect to Sugars and Molaſſes: for, all that Britain 
gains by our entering and landing them in Britain, 1s 1 
the trifling Duty of 8 d. per 100 upon the Sugars 
and 65s. 44. per Tun upon Molaſſes, which remains | 

upon re-exporting them to Ireland or Abroad; but 

the Iriſþ Merchant is at great Expence by loſs of 
Time, and Increaſe ot Freight, as well by the Length f 
of the Time, as by the greater Riſque in going for | 
i Britain 1 
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Britain and returning, after they have been ſafe at 
their Port in Ireland. This makes it eaſier for us to 
buy Sugars in France, and pay foreign Duty; than 
to bring Sugars from our own Iflands. | 

I THINK alſo, Sugars ſhould be allow'd to be 
refin'd in the Sugar Iſlands : for ſince few Hands in 
Britain are employ'd in refining them; and the Ex- 

nce of Freight is much increas'd, not only by bring- 
ing them over Coarſe, but by bringing them over. firſt 
ro Britain; by which Means the French, who refine 
theirs, and carry them directly into the Straits, muſt 
neceſſarily underſell Britain, and carry away the Su- 
gar Trade. It may therefore be concluded; that 
the only likely Way Britain has to retrieve its fo- 
reign Sugar Trade, is by opening it not only to Ire- 
und but allowing our Colonies to refine them, and 
Britiſh Merchants in Britiſh Ships to carry them di- 
realy from our Iſlands into the Straits, as they are 
now all'ow'd to do with Rice. E 

Tnrxz Difficulty now attending the taking of Hor- 
ſes from Ireland to Britain, ſeems to me to be pre- 
judicial to both; and no Benefit to His Majeſty's 
* in Britain, altho' each Horſe pays 1 J. $5. 64. 
Duty to the Crown. If this Duty were deſigned to 
ſupport the Government, for ſo much as it yields; 
it is demonſtrable the Crown loſes by the Tax, and 
would gain much more, if the Duty were lefſen'd to 
5s: For then 40 Horſes would pay Duty, for one 
which now pays; and the Crown would get 10 J. in- 
ſtea l of 1/7. 85. 64. Then no Perſon would riſque 
2 Horſe, for the Value ot a Crown; but every Horſe 
would pay Duty. It it is deſign'd as a Prohibition, 
in order to promote Horſe-breeding in Britain; the 
Policy is wrong, and both North and South Britain 
undoubtedly loſe by it. I believe moſt People are 
convinc'd, that for ſome Years there has been a great 

emand in France for Hunters and Saddle-Horſes 
from Britain; and that great Prices have been given 
in 
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in England for them, from 20 to 40 and 60 Piſtoles. 
England is not able to ſupply them or anſwer their 


Demand; without having Horſes of leſs Value for 
the Road, and other common Occaſions in the Coun- 
try. Theſe they are ſupply'd with from Scotland; 
bat Scotland is not able to anfwer their Demand, 
without calling in Ireland to her Aſſiſtance. So that 
it is plain; for every Horſe of 5 J. or $7. 
Value they get from Ireland, they fell a Horſe to 
France from 20 to 60 Piſtoles, which they could not 
afford to do, if they had not a Supply trom hence. 
So that the Difference of the Price, between the 
Horſes bought in Ireland and thoſe fold to France, is 
all clear gain to Britain; of which Gain the Scotch 
Horſe Jockeys have their Share, by the Difference of 
the Price in Ireland and what they ſell them for in 
England. Since then it is demonſtrable, that Bri- 
tain would gain by an open Trade, and that the 
Crown at preſent has not ſo much Duty as they 
would then have if it were reduced to 5s: I am 
223 the Britiſh Legiſlature, upon a proper 
epreſentation of it, would lower the Duty and 
allow of a free honeſt Trade: And by that m 


cans, 
His Majeſty, to the Advantage of the Publick, would 


gain in His Revenue what is generally now loſt to 
the Kingdom by the Number of Boats, Horſes and 
Men, which are wreck'd, 55 carrying off Horſes clan- 
deſtinely from hence to Scotland (being frequently 
qvertaken by Storms; and they will not put into 
any Port, leaſt they loſe their Horſes or pay the 
Duty; ſo they run all Riſques). | 
HERE is another Inconvenience Ireland lies un- 
der, which I think is prejudicial to both Kingdoms: 
I mean the Want of a free Importation of black 
Cattle into Britain. It is the Intereſt of all Nations 
to make the greateſt Profit they can, of their Lands, 
when it docs not prejudice the manufacturing part 
of the Kingdom, by too much raifing the Primums 


of 
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of Manufactures, or too much raiſing the price 
of Proviſions : Both of theſe ought to be re- 
| gulated by their Prices in neighbouring Manufactu- 
ring Countries; who otherwiſe, by having the La- 
bour and Primums cheaper, muſt carry away the 
Sale in foreign Markets. If this be allow'd to be 
true; then whatever will keep down the Price of 
Fleſh, Tallow, Hides Sc. to a middle Price, and at 
the ſame time procure to the greateſt Number of 
the Farmers or Graziers the ſame Price for their 
Graſs, muſt neceſſarily be ad vantagious to a trading 
and Manufacturing Country: And theſe ends may 
be obtain d, in ſome Meaſure, by the exporting of 
Fiſh Cattle to Britain, to the good of both Nations. 
I believe it will readily be allow d, that feeding 
Countries, or thoſe which fatten Cattle, have vaſtly 
the advantage of breeding Countries. Mountainy 
or Hilly Countries not eaſily improv'd, and which 
naturally don't throw up much Graſs, are not pro- 
per for ſeeding Countries, but are very proper for 
* Countries and rearing of Cattle: Theſe 
being cheaper than the rich fatting Lands, the dairy 
Men can afford to fell young Cattle from thence to 
the Farmers of rich Lands cheaper than if both at- 
tempted to rear and fatten; for the high light 
Grounds can rear many more in  Proporney than 
they can fatten, and for that reaſon can afford to 
ſell them cheaper to the feeding Countries and yet 
make conſiderably more of their Lands. 
_EnGLAND, as it is now Circumſtanc'd, can only 
have ſuch a proportion of feeding Land as there are 
Countries in Britain which breed: This obliges ſome 
art of England, very capable of feeding Cattle, to 
e breeding Countries; ſince they cannot have enough 
from the Mountainy parts of England, Wales and 
Scotland, to ſupply them with young battle to feed: 
This conſequently raiſes the price of young Cattle 
too much upon thoſe who feed and fat them; and 
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this again obliges thoſe who fat them, to ſell them 
at a much dearer Price to the Butther, which raiſes 
the Price of Beef, Tallow and Hides too much upon 
the Merchant arid Manufacturer. MR 
- Snovip Ireland then be admitted to be à breeds 
ing Country for England; and at the ſame time be 
allow'd to {laughter and ſell abroad according as 
Markets anſwer' d; both Britain and Ireland would 
reap the benefit, and only 50S Nations would 
pay for it. For firſt; many of the Lands in Exglana, 
now employ'd in breeding, would be turn'd into 
feeding Countries, by having a new Market open d to 
them to ſupply them with young Cattle; which, 


| in > gee what Ireland could afford, would 
: increaſe rhe feeding Countries in England; and yet 
4 rejudice the breeding Countries no more than what 
is neceſſiry for the benefit of Trade and Manu- 
5 factures by keeping Beef & down to a reaſonable 
: Price. 'Tho' many Larids were added to the feeding 
: Countries, the Prices of young Cattle would very 
5 little abate, whilſt Irelaud had free Exportation a- 
broad for their Beef, G: For, by opening a new 
J Market from Ireland to Britain, the Quantity feat 
- to Frante, Holland &c would abate, and France, 
wanting the Quantity of Beef it uſually took for its 
IC IT : 1 ids uld : . al Tt Pri >: Whi ; 
1 ugar-Iflands, would naturally raiſe the Price, which 
o no by being glutted they beat down upon us; 
x and this conſequently would raiſe the Price of Cattle 
; in Ireland, and prevent us from throwing in ſo many 
y young Cattle into Britain as to lower the Price upon 
— the Breedere there any more than is reaſonable for th 
good of Trade. So that the Breeders in Britain 
* e I waband's (po ge 
| could not ſuffer, unleſs our Ports were ſhut up fro 
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h exporting it ſlaughter d; which no Wiſe Man won! 
5 think of, ſince ir would be a vaſt prejudice to both 
1: Nations: Thus, I think; it is plain; by opening 
le our export to Britain and continuing it open to 
* foreign Countries, Ireland would become with ads 
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vantage to both, a breeding Country to England; 
and 950 by the Price of our Beef riſing abroad, 
we ſhould gain in proportion more by our foreign 
Trade, than we now do by glutting the foreign 
Market. 3s £2 
I ſhall not take up the Readers time, or tire his 
Patience any longer, in being more particular in any 
Obſervations on the Improvement of Ireland. My 
whole deſign, in this Tract, has been to give a true 
Mate of the Kingdom; and to lay down ſome hints, 
that may put ys upon thinking what may be done 
for the Improvement and good of our Country : And 
to endeavour to rectify the Miſtakes many in Britain 
have fallen into, by reaſon of a prevailing opinion 
that the Neighbour-hood, Trade and Proſperity of 
Ireland are Detrimental to their Wealth and Com- 
merce; and that we are their Rivals in Trade, which 
we can never be, whilſt under their Government, 
when all the Wealth we gain, by the ſurplus of our 
Induſtry, centers with them: For its plain, whats 
ever we gain by our Trade, is only what foreigners 
muſt have had from them, in caſe Ireland were not 
in being; of which no part would again return to 
Britain, as it now docs from Ireland by its being a 
part of the Britiſh Empire, I would willingly hope 
therefore, that from a juſt Repreſentation and view 
of our Trade, they will ſec that our Proſperity and 
Wealth contribute vaſtly to the Proſperity and 
welfare of Britain; and that as long as a Harmony 
is promoted between us, aur mutual happineſg and 
55 will increaſe; and what ever we do in pro- 
moting each others welfare, contributes in a great 
degree to the proſperity of both, 

N this Complicated ſubject, tho I have ated 
with the greateſt caution, according to the beſt of 
my Judgment and Capacity; yet I am ſenſible many 
things, | have here advanced, may be liable to Ca- 
yils and Objections from Perſons of different ways of 
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thinking. TI therefore once again bag: thet the Read: 
er may throw a Veil over what ever faults I may have 
committed in this Effay, and accept of my Intention 
and Inclination to do my Country ſervice : And ins 


- ſtead of condemning me, where amiſs, that he 


affiſt in altering and amending it: That we may 41 
joyn, hand in hand, in promoting the welfare and 
happineſs of his Majeſty and the Peace and proſpes 
rity of all under his Government. | 
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